V‘:'”"‘e 656 Message from the Pastor: I OUR LIFE TOGETHER

ABOUT THE PROPOSED CORE VALUES

Last spring, the Church Council invited members to attend two sessions

with Charlene J. Smith, a member of the Evangelism Team for Local

Church Development and Renewal with the United Church of Christ. We

iy began with prayer and Bible study. We were asked to name the things

2 ~* we like about First Congregational Church of Twinsburg. What is our his-
=l tory? What are our strengths? How do we see God’s Spirit working
through our church now and toward the future? In those sessions, many
lists and ideas emerged. And the following proposed core values were
named: 1- Open to all people 2- Faith 3- Tradition 4- Compassion 5-
Outreach 6-Spiritual Core 7-Strong family ties.

Last fall, in response to our expense in painting the church, accessibility
needs and our desire to state our mission as a faithful church in Jesus
Christ, the Stewardship Committee and the Trustees created a Vision/
Mission Task Force. This Task Force would work with the data compiled
in the two sessions with Charlene J. Smith and the information received
from a Conference consultant, Nancy Ackley, about assessing the need
and appropriate timing of a capital campaign. One of the tasks was to
describe the Core Values named above. This description was taken to
the Trustees and Stewardship Committee. The Trustees added further to
this description. The Core Values are helpful to describe who we are now
and to discern the direction the church is moving. (See Page 2)

Naming Core Values helps us to understand and interpret all our efforts,
the mission projects we choose, and why we are a strong and vital
church inspiring the financial and active support of members and friends.

Please read the following prayerfully this month. If you have questions
and/or comments, please speak with a member of the Vision/Mission
Task Force. They are Will Adams, Rich Bissell, Gail Herrilko, Tom
Holzwarth and |. The Moderator, Terri Bissell, and Co- Moderator, Joel
Pietrantozzi, also meet with this group. The next Church Council meet-
ing is June 16 and 7:00 p.m.

June 2010

Blessings,
Kay Krejci

FROM THE DEACONS
There will be TWO SERVICES during the summer beginning JUNE 13.
The Deacons are planning for two services this summer beginning June
13. The early service is informal in Fellowship Hall-8:30-9:00 a.m. The
second service is the more traditional at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary with
fellowship time following. Since Christian Education Sunday is June 6
this year, Holy Communion will be served June 13.

A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

The Tower
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Open to all People — We value a place of safety so that all God’s children, no matter
who they are, who they love, or where they are in life’s journey, are both welcome and
may welcome others into the extravagant love of God. We work to make our worship
and fellowship accessible to all.

Faith — We believe we have been redeemed as God’s beloved children through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who yearns for relationship with us.

Spiritual Core — We see every issue as a spiritual issue. We seek to perceive all
creation as God perceives it, and to know God’s will through study of God's word and
through prayer. We pray for God’s wisdom and guidance in all our actions.

Compassion — We serve one another and others as Christ’s spirit enters our
hearts. We weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. Christ’s
abundant life is for all; with him and through him we nurture the well-being of people in
our church, our community, and the world.

Outreach — We give of ourselves and our abundance to the community. We encour-
age giving, care and service, and we invite neighbors, friends, and colleagues into our
relationship with God, who offers a forgiveness that makes us alive to others and to
the universe.

Family — We value the many and varied relationships in our spiritual family. We en-
courage mutual support in worship and service, where all are welcome to contribute
according to their gifts. We are bonded in discipleship through the gift of the Holy
Spirit, making joy possible even in the hardest times.

Tradition — we value the gift of heritage and history as the First Congregational
Church of Twinsburg. We are a visible symbol of the life of Christ in our commu-
nity. We celebrate new life in Jesus Christ through Baptism and Holy Communion,
and constantly rediscover our spiritual roots in our culture, our traditions, and God'’s
Word.

Church Picnic
June 6, 2010
@ The Church Picnic will be held on June 6th this year. It will take place
@gg in the small pavilion at the park located on Idlewood Drive from 1:00
"e’“ pm - 5:00 pm. There will be no coffee hour that day. There is a sign
» up sheet in Fellowship Hall for dessert, salads, or munchies. Meat /
buns, condiments, ice and drinks will be provided. Come on out and
join the fun.
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--ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING—Thanks to YOUR giving a total of $750. has
been sent from First Congregational Church for our annual gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing.

--RELAY FOR LIFE - Funds have been appropriated in support of the Footsteps Re-
lay for Life Team adding to the $57.30 received in the loose coin collected. Gifts can
still be directed to Relay for Life through your church giving through June 6 after
which a check will be issued.

--EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE CENTER -There will be a special collection of non-
perishable foods for the Emergency Assistance Center on Christian Education Sun-
day, June 6. Everyone is encouraged to bring in at least one item per family member
to place in the collection container, which will be in front of the altar June 6. A RE-
MINDER THAT MORE FOOD IS NEEDED DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS WHEN
CHILDREN ARE NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL.

THINKING AHEAD - The annual Twins Day parade will be held on August 7 this
year. Our church will host a hospitality table for the parade participants prior to the
start of the parade. Free bottled water (bought by the Women’s Fellowship) and muf-
fins and cookies will be given to the participants. Therefore, donations of the finger
foods will be needed that morning. More details will be forthcoming in July.

FLOWERS ARE PLANTED - Thanks to all those who worked to clean up around the
outside of the church and plant the flowers this year. Special thanks to Women’s Fel-
lowship which pays for the flowers and mulch; the flowers are planted in memory of all
the women who faithfully served the church through Women’s Fellowship over the

years. SUMMER CARE - It would be greatly appreciated if persons/families would
offer to help care for the plantings (weeding, deadheading, etc.) one month (June
through September); please let the church office know if you or your family are able to
help.

From Our friends in Florida -

Meghan Studer graduates on May 14, 2010 from Boca West High School in Boca
Raton, Fla. She has maintained a 4.0 grade average throughout high school and has
received a full scholarship to Lynn University. She and her family belonged to the
Congregational Church until moving to Florida in 2005. She is the daughter of Philip
and Joanne Studer and the granddaughter of Jim and Mitzi Karabec. Congratula-
tions to Meghan. Keep up the good work.
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NEWS from CHRISTIAN ED

The following people will be honored this year on Christian Education Sunday,

June 6. Congratulations to everyone!

3" Graders Acolytes
Victoria Holzwarth Kayla Bensie
Mark Holzwarth
Sophie Keith
Gwen Richner
Jared Verbic
Jared Doe
Melissa Schilling
Caitlin Sheehan
Todd Downer, Jr.

Graduates
Stewart Lessman
Kristin Williams
Matt Schmidt
Kenny Prentice
Jennie Prentice
Matt Schultz
Bobby Davet
Lisa Davet
Chuck Geither
Zachary Downer

Sunday School Teachers / Substitute Teachers

Mary Lou Sheller
Tom Holzwarth
Lisa Downor
Lisa Davet
Yvette Schilling

Judy Turk
Gayle Davet
Rev. Kay Krejci

Aaron Mayer

Phil Weiss

Terri Bissell
Debbie Dolfi
Rich Bissell
Diane Powell
Carol Zenisek

Ulngamli Yeul

Dear friends,

PTTENIPNGE

Jim and I would like to thank Pastor Kay for

. . . Sunday School Worship Service
her visits, for all our friends, each and every-

Apt. 25t 29 80
one for your prayers, cards, phone calls. Your
kindness was greatly appreciated during Jim’s May 2~ 29 93
stay at the hospital and at home. May 9th 31 110
Thanks again, May 16t 42 118
Marge & Jim Roberts May 23rd 33 141

To the Congregation,

Thank you so much for all you offered - food, sent cards, offered a ride. Thank you so much.
[ am up and moving very slowly, but moving. God has smiled on me again. From our hearts,
thank you so much.

Jim & Elsie Peel
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THE TOWER Confirmands Faith Statements .

Marissa Leann Charlton

Born: August 16, 1994; Baptized: April 18, 2010

Confirmation Verse: Galatians 6: 9-10

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we
do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of
all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

Parents: Sheli and Chris Atkins
Mentor: Carol Doe

My Faith Statement

My name is Marissa Charlton. I've been coming to this Church for as long as | can re-
member. | participate in the service, sing the Hymns and listen to the message. This
year | was told it was time to make my confirmation. | didn’t even know what confirma-
tion was, but OK. Now | have to write my faith statement.

| believe in God, Grateful powerful. | Believe in Jesus Christ, my savior and guide. |
believe in the Holy Spirit. The Church is very important to me because you can let
people know what you believe in. You should spread God’s word, that word is Love. |
see myself as part of the Church. It makes me feel good and helps me a lot. The Bible
helps me understand more about God and the Church and what they mean. | know,
as one of Jesus’ disciples, I'm going down the right path.

The Bible will teach you things that you didn’t know and help me make better deci-
sions. My Gramma and | talk about doing nice things for other people, and how that
makes your heart feel good. For me, doing confirmation makes my heart feel good.
By sharing God’s word, It lets people know so there can be more people in touch with
God. It's a good thing to confess your sins to God. | know that he will forgive my sins.

Madison Faythe Miller
Born: September 22, 1994; Baptized: November 27, 1994
Confirmation Verse: Romans 8: 38-39
For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things pre-
sent, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Parents: Jeff and Julie Miller
Mentor: Judy Turk

My Faith Statement

| believe that God is the Father of every living thing. He cares for all because we are
all his children. | believe that as long as you pray to God and do your best that God
will always help, listen, care. | believe that if you ask for forgiveness, He will forgive
because we are only humans. You can always trust God to do what is best for you.
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My Faith Statement - Madison Faythe Miller (continued)

You can trust God to never break his promises. You can trust God to help you, lead
you, and you can trust God with everything. God is the giver of love, the answers to all
mysteries, the companion of the lonely, the creator of goodness and beauty, the life of
all who live, and God is the lover of souls.

Jesus is a brother to everyone. God is in Jesus, but only in human form. | believe Je-
sus is our Savior. He died on the cross then rose from the dead for us. He taught and
showed us a living example of the ways of God. Through Him we can find the way to
live. Through Jesus we can find God. Through Jesus we can be saved from
“aimlessness and sin.”

| believe the Holy Spirit is the Sustainer, a spirit even now at work in the world and in
our hearts. The Holy Spirit will guide you through life if you listen to His voice. The
Spirit will strengthen you and give you the power necessary to overcome difficulties
and fears as you carry out the will of God in your life.

The Church is God's house. The Church is very helpful to humans seeking to find God
and live according to his will. The Church is necessary and very important because
the Church is accepting, sharing and caring. It reaches out to humans and to com-
munities to serve people. The Church will help you live up to the best that you can.
The Church will help you deepen your understanding of God and the way He wants
you to live. The Church is there to help you in times of sin, disappointment and sor-
row. The Church will help you find yourself.

| believe that the Bible contains the word of God. The Bible contains stories of God
through actions, and the Bible contains the word of God through people who have
lived close to the presence of God such as Moses. The Bible is a continuous story
from the very beginning of God's creation of the universe to the present day. It should
be the every-day guide for the lives of humans.

What | believe about being Jesus' disciple is that as a disciple you need to do your
best to be kind to others as Jesus would. | see this all the time with members of our
Church and | will try hard to follow in these footsteps. Just as Jesus wanted
individuals to treat each other with love and respect, | look forward to the chances
and opportunities to demonstrate this love to my extended family.

Sin is when you choose to separate yourself from God. | believe God created hu-
mans because He wanted relationships. God also gave humans free will. When we
exercise our free will to break that relationship with God, it is sin. Then when we ask
forgiveness for a sin our relationship with God is mended. | believe God forgives eve-
ryone who truly asks for forgiveness.
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Anthony Weston-Rush Pietrantozzi
Born: December 17, 1994; Baptized: December 19, 2006
Confirmation Verse: Romans 8: 15b-17a
...When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, ...heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ...

Parents: Mikki and Joel Pietrantozzi
Mentor: Rich Bissell

My Faith Statement

To me, God is the foundation to my beliefs as a Christian. God is the holy Father, and
we are all his children. When we are in distress, we pray to God for help and comfort.
Jesus is the Son of God and the redeemer. Jesus is the prime example of how people
should live their lives. From Jesus we can learn to generally be nice to people. The
Holy Spirit to me is like a divine presence. The Holy Spirit kind of guides people and
inspires them to do things for the well being of others. The Holy Spirit is also like a re-
minder to help us remember what Jesus has done for us and how he wants us to live.

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ means to me that | just basically live how Jesus would
want me to live, and stay connected with God. And that's what the church is all about.
It fortifies the connection between people and God. People need church and the
church needs it's people to thrive as a house of worship. To me, the Bible is a huge
history textbook of our religion. From Genesis to Revelation, it tells us what the first
sin was, how Jesus forgave us for our sins and How the Holy Spirit came to be. The
Bible is the crucial link to our religious past, and possibly our future. In my opinion, sin
is something that is morally wrong. It is something that God would not want you to do.
Something that would go against Jesus' teachings. You know you did something
wrong when you get that bad feeling in your stomach, and you feel guilt.

Kevin Robert Powell
Born: September 13, 1994; Baptized: December 18, 1994
Confirmation Verse:
Philippians 4: 8-9
...Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Parents: Dave and Diane Powell
Mentor: Ken Roddie

My Faith Statement
Jesus, God and The Holy Spirit all have meaning to me. Jesus wasl/is the Son of God
and our great savior. He believed in us and died for our sins. And he taught us how we
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My Faith Statement -Kevin Robert Powell (continued)

should live and should not sin. A sin could be anything that goes against God’s word.
This could be breaking one of the Ten Commandments. And if we do sin we can still
have faith in them all.

God watches over us and hears our prayers. He loved us all greatly. And he is the
great creator and no matter what we do there is nothing we could do that would make
God love us less.

The Holy Spirit is very great to us. Even though it isn’t well understood. He is still good
to us and is very mighty.

| connect with all of these at the church. And that is why | need the church. And the
church needs me for a few reasons. They could all be for helping around at the
church, like helping people around with tasks they are having trouble doing; or helping
with the service or even helping with coffee hour after the service.

And the Bible tells us the story of God Jesus and the Holy Spirit. And it is not just a
book it is like 66 books put together. In it, it tells their actions. With this we understand
how and why they did so many good things for us.

Ashley Marie Pratt

Born: January 21, 1995; Baptized: April 18, 2010

Confirmation Verse: Lamentations 3: 22-23

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Parents: Stacy and Ray Koller
Mentor: Gayle Davet

My Faith Statement

I believe in God. He is my eternal lover and teacher. He gave me life and created the
earth that | live on. | have learned that it is okay to put my trust in God because | know
that he will listen and help me through any problems | face. God is my provider, the
Father of unchanging love.

| believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He died for me, and then rose for me. He is
my one and only Lord, my blessed savior. Jesus Christ is the true God of the true God
and | admire that. My love for him will never change.

| believe in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, to me, is like a guardian angel whose giv-
ing me strength and bringing me together with more people. The Holy Spirit is inspir-
ing, and gives me the energy to want to learn more and explore more. With the Father
and the Son, he is always worshiped.
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My Faith Statement -Ashley Marie Pratt (continued)

| believe in the church. | do believe the church needs me, and | know that | definitely
need it. The church is like another home. It is God’s home. A lot of good deeds are be-
ing done inside and outside the church. | like to be part of these good deeds, because
not only do | feel good about myself after, | feel good knowing someone benefited
from it. Whether it be giving back to the church, helping someone in need, or even
helping the community, I'd love to be part of it!

| believe in the Bible. | believe the Bible tells us of the lives of God and Jesus, and all
their disciples. The Bible tells us stories of when people behave and don’t behave,
when people put their trust in God and when they don’t. | believe it tells us what it
means to respect yourself and everything around you. Also, | believe the Bible shows
what it means to be Jesus’ disciple. Lastly, the Bible teaches us many life lessons.

| believe that the word “sin” is just a synonym for misbehaving. Although, when you
“misbehave” or “sin”, you are most likely doing something that separates yourself from
God. When you sin, you know deep down that you’re doing wrong, and God, up
above, knows that you’re doing wrong. As we get older, we know the difference be-
tween right and wrong, but it’s not all that easy to avoid the wrong- take peer pressure
for example. Whether we choose to do good or choose to do bad, God’s love for us
will never change. ‘I believe that we should try our level best to do what’s right, but
sometimes we fail so badly that only a firm trust in God’s unchanging love can do us
any good.” That line came from My Confirmation book, a line that | truly believe in.

Giving Recap Jan - April Lockup Trustee for the
2005 - 7 46043 month of June -
— Tom Holzwarth

Women's Fellowship News . . .

Greet summer and the picnic season with the daytime Women'’s Fellowship for an
indoor picnic on Thursday, June 4, at noon. The meeting will combine Knitwitters,
who meet at 10:00 the first and third Thursday of each month, and Women’s Fellow-
ship. All are invited; bring a salad or dessert to share (picnic food), Devotions and a
brief meeting will follow the picnic; this will be the last gathering of the group until Sep-
tember. Knitwitters will continue to meet throughout the summer.

Don’t forget to bring in your pennies! Women’s Fellowship is still collecting pennies in
order to purchase qift certificates for the raffle held during the Yankee Bazaar. There
are containers for pennies on the table in Fellowship Hall.
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Happy Birthday to: it (D
Todd, St. & Lisa Downor 06/01/1994
Bethany Conway 0 Paul & Regina Munn 06/03/1983
06/05/10 J\‘ﬁ_ﬂ\/g Ken & Roni Prentice 06/06/1981
Doglg/'g;)xséee \\Lf/\}}/ Jim & Elsie Peel 06/14/1969
Chuck Geither @V\%) George & Marge Richner 06/16/1956
06,/08/10 Joel & Mikki Pietrantozzi  06/17/1989
Lillian Williams 06/08/10 Russ & Kathleen Roberts 06/18/1988
Shari Schultz 06/10/10 Ken & Ruth Prentice 06/19/1954
George Ficken 06/11/10 Mike & Annetta Muir 06/19/1976
Kayla Bensie 06/12/10 Bob & Marianne Davet 06/20/1959
Kyla Sokolowski 06/12/10 John & Dorla Towslee 06/20/1964
Mary Williams 06/15/10 Tim & Lori Bensie 06/20/1992
Zoey Downer 06/17/10 Jim & Denise Link 06/20/1993
Kenny Prentice 06/17/10 Jim & Marge Roberts 06/21/1958
Ruth Prentice 06/19/10 Jack & Bonnie Williams 06/22/1974
Rick Herrilko 06/20/10 Bob & Jan Hanzel 06/28/2003
Melanie Merritt 06/21/10
Lynn Schmidt 06/23/10 If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
Tara Schilling 06/23/10 please call the church office so we can up-
Phil Weiss 06/24/10 date our records.
Denise Sheehan 06/26/10
Caitlin Sheehan 06/27/10

Scrap Booking Friday
June 19, 2010

0 6:00 p.m.—midnight
o A in the Fellowship Hall
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Servers—June 2010
Judy Turk Rich Bissell
David Schilling Lynn Schmidt
Marge Heston - Bread

Communion will be
Sunday, June 13th this month

Lay Reader’s Schedule—June 2010
June 6— Christian Ed Sunday
June 13—Donna Sudnick
June 20—Kayla Bensie
June 27—Melissa Schilling

Acolyte Schedule - June 2010
June 6— Mark Holzwarth
Melissa Schilling
June 13—Andrew Prentice
Jason Powell
June 20—Kayla Mansfield
Rick Mansfield
June 27—Madelyn Sokolowski
Kyla Sokolowski

The families of the names in bold have
Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should
light the sticks and assist the acolytes.
Please see the instruction sheet
posted on the wall next to the sticks.

Children’s Sermon Schedule
June 2010
June 6— Christian Ed Sunday
June 13—Knitwitters
June 20—Tom Holzwarth
June 27—Terri Bissell

If you are unable to serve as
Lay Reader, Children’s Sermon,
or Acolyte on
your assigned week,
please find a replacement and
notify the church office of the
change. Thank you!

Flower Schedule—June 2010
June 6—

June 13— Jim & Elsie Peel
June 20—

June 27—

Summer Music Schedule
June 2010
June 13— Prentice Ladies
June 20— Carol Zenisek & Kayla Bensie
June 27— Dottie Oliver

Coffee Hour Schedule—June 2010
June 6— No Coffee Hour
June 13—
June 20—
June 27—

Welcomers Schedule - June 2010
June 6— Christian Ed Sunday
June 13—Rick & Denice Sheehan
June 20—Bonnie Williams &

Ken Prentice
June 27—Joyce Harney & Bev Hegedish
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Will Our Children Be Stewards?

Adults: Are we attending to the spiritual formation and practical instruction of our chil-
dren, youth and young adults as Paul did with young Timothy? Are we respecting and
encouraging their discipleship and leadership? Are we tuned in to their sincere faith?
Youth and young adults: Do you know the gift of God that is within you? Are you good
stewards of your friends, your money, your stuff? Do you want to change the world?

As centers of hope and transformation, local churches will cultivate the life of the spirit,
and the spirit of generosity, of all stewards in the Household of God and assist parents
in their awesome responsibilities.

So how is it that we can individually be stewards to our children? | have found that the
best way to teach children is to lead by example. Often times when children are
young, they are at their most impressionable stages in life. They look at their idols,
peers, parents and others who influence them. We see it through the clothes they
wear (or want to wear), the music they listen to, the way they act themselves, how
they treat others and how they treat themselves. It is important that we ourselves be
good mentors to our children. Be a steward to our children. Take the time to learn from
our children and see how we may be doing as teachers. Feedback is important. We
may think that we are sending one message but it may be received as another.

It may help us to reflect back to when we were children. What is it that we remember
being good? What about the bad? What do we remember about the Church and how it
impacted our lives as a child? How has the Church changed? How has the world
changed? Here is a quote from the book, The Godbearing Life that | leave with you. |
found it to be insightful.

“Adolescents are looking for a soul-shaking, heart-waking, world-changing God to fall
in love with; and if they do not find that God in the Christian church, they will most cer-
tainly settle for lesser gods elsewhere... So will we.”’

' Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster, The Godbearing Life: The Art of Soul Tending
for Youth Ministry,
(Nashville: The Upper Room, 1998), 9.

There are dates open for flowers and Coffee Hour. The sheets are posted downstairs
in Fellowship Hall. Remember, flowers are $25.00. Please pay for them when you
sign up. Make the check payable to “Women’s Fellowship”. You may put the check in
the offering plate, or drop it off at the office. There are still people who have not paid
for flowers from January—dJune. If you aren’t sure, please check with the office.
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Hebrews 12:1(NIV) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

2 Timothy 4:7 (NIV) I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith.

You may or may not know that | began running a few years ago. It has become a big
part of my life, something | rely on both for my physical and mental health. In my
most recent race there were over 600 participants, with a wide variety of ages and
abilities. When | run, especially when I'm by myself, my mind often wanders to dis-
tract myself from the effort. During this last race, | was feeling philosophical and
thought about how everyone was running, or walking, the same route to the same fin-
ish line, each with their own ability and each for their own reasons. | thought about
how that race parallels our life as Christians and our church life. There was even a
man juggling as he ran, just as we juggle so many things in our busy lives as we work
towards our goals. Paul wrote about the challenge of the race towards the goal, life in
Christ. Believe it or not, | really did think about that during the race, but it beats think-
ing about sore muscles.

We could think of the common goal(s) at the First Congregational Church of Twins-
burg to reach out and serve others as grow in our faith and service for God. We each
have the opportunity to share our talents and proceed at our own pace. As church
members, we come in all ages and sizes, each with unique abilities, but we can all
race toward the same finish. As Paul said, we have to fight the good fight, or do what
we can to the best of our abilities. So it doesn’t matter if your talent is crocheting a
prayer shawl, greeting a visitor at church or baking cookies for coffee hour. All good
efforts made in God'’s sight for the good of the church help move us toward a common
goal. There are a lot of people that do regular jobs that help this church run more
smoothly and efficiently. Many of these little things people do seem small by them-
selves, but help us all “fight the good fight.” So my thanks to all that run with perse-
verance, fight the good fight and keep the faith.

Faithfully yours,
Terri

This year’s VBS theme is "One God, One Planet"
Dates: July 26-30 from 6-8:30 pm Ages: 4-12 Cost: $10 per child*
plus an additional $7 per ticket if child and family plan on attending the Akron Aeros
game to end the week.
Registration will begin soon. Please be on the lookout for registration blanks. There
will also be one in the next Tower.
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Come worship with us

and bring a friend!
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Tower Submissions

Articles for the Tower may be e-

mailed directly to the church at firstcongre-
gational.church@windstream.net. Hard cop-

ies, CD’s, or diskettes may be dropped off at
the office.

Tower deadlines are posted on the monthly

calendar and in the Sunday worship bulletin.

For questions, or to be added to or taken
off the mailing list, please send an e-mail or
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call the church office at 330-425-2181.




