V‘;'s‘j;‘:f Message from the Pasz‘or.'l OUR LIFE TOGETHER

s ARnAnyone who is in Christ is a new c
It I's summer and | want to pl ay. Ol
form of consciousness. 0 Musi c, art,

A hymn writing, playing a game, sculpting, cooking, sitting and meditating
~~ can be forms of play that allow us to use our imagination and creativity to
'ﬁ ~{, the glory of God.

Summer can be a time to slow down, observe nature and people, bask
in wonder that comes from the scent of a rose, or feeling the smooth-
ness of a stone at the beach, or somersaulting in the grass with a friend.
Consider that God is still speaking through the seasons of the year.

Summer I nvites us to enter Goddbds ne
coming of Christ. So t hen, recreation), e
now! Donot wai t ! | t has been call ed

opportunities for re-creation is found in worship on Sunday mornings.
Sabbath is always about re-creation. During the summer, Sunday morn-
ing worship is at 8:30 and again at 10:00.

When we engage in this ultimate play, we are free to see old things in
fresh ways, discover new things, share life resources with compassion,
celebrate Godds | ove and mercy with
pended on it!

The following are some old and new ways for participating in re-creation,
enjoying the summer whether alone or with family and friends, or making
new friends.
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o | DEA JAR (vari at i o Makealistoffalethefthingsbyoud a r

i like to do, or the things you would like to learn more about. Pay attention

8 to your natural curiosity which may stimulate a project or an activity. Cut
the list into strips that can be folded and placed in a jar, can, or other

>\ | container (decorate it if you are inspired). When you are looking for

= somet hing to do, pul | out a strip

™ come to your house this summer, to contribute ideas to your jard things
they enjoy doing or would like to do with you. You might add some of the

— following to your jar.

q;’ BLOW BUBBLES 1 Two Bubble Recipes

@) Mix equal parts of JOY regular dish soap, (not the anti-bacterial) with

— water. Add a small amount of glycerin which gives some stability to

) the bubble and color. The mixture is best when it has some time to

c Aseto (4 hours is helpful).

- Continued on next page
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Another recipe: 6 cups of water; 2 cups of Joy dish soap; and % cup of corn syrup.
Mix 4 hours ahead of when it will be used. Wands can be made from coat hangers,
florist wire, plastic ribbon spools, etc. Use your imagination!

REACH OUTi Remember your friend or cousin,

seen or tal ked with for a | ong ti me.
At hinking of youo message.
JUMP AT THE MOONT Hereds a silly one: On ¢t he

neighbors in the backyard for moon jumping. Jump over obstacles you have created.
Croquet wickets work. Or jump rope. Or see who can jump the highest! If you miss the
full moon, celebrate the NEW moon.

SHARE i For a whole day, share everything with a friend or siblingd from socks to
lunch to your most innermost secret.

A STARGAZING PICNIC i Pack some blankets, snacks, book about constellations,
flashlight, and insect repellant. Find a clear view of the sky whether in your backyard
or at a ©park. Look for constell ations,
each person adding a sentence at a time.

The biblical verse that began these thoughts, has been a comfort, inspiration and di-
rection for ministry in my |ife. Godos
tion, hope, imagination and play in all of us no matter what our age. After all, we are
made in the image of God.

Some additional biblical passages may contribute to your play and heighten your
awareness of creation:

Psalm 8, 19, 104, 105, 135,137,148,149,150; Genesis 1: 1-2:4; and 2: 4-24 (two dif-
ferent creation stories); Genesis 15 (the creation of a people); John 1: 1-18

Blessings,
Kay Krejci

Speaking of PLAYé.. WORSHI P and WI GGLES
The presence of children in worship, whatever the age, is a gift to the family of faith.
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The Christian Education Committee has created some child-we | comi ng @A wi ¢
ketso for younger and ol der children att

dren and their parents may find the age appropriate basket at the rocking chair en-
trance to the sanctuary. Older children, will find their basket in the narthex, before en-
tering the sanctuary.



s Benevolence News . . . e

DONATIONS OF FINGER FOODS NEEDED

SUMMER COFFEE HOURS - Many people enjoy the time of fellowship following Sunday
morning worship. Since itbébs a busy ti me
tions of goodies (home baked or bought), ice tea and punch are appreciated. These can be
in the refrigeratad be sure and note that they are for coffee hour.

TWINS DAY PARADE HOSPITALITY TABLE T A remi nder that Wo me
be hosting a hospitality table in front of the church on the morning of the August 7 Twins Da
parade. Parade visitors last year were very grateful for the FREE bottles of water, coffee, ¢
finger foods available to them. Fellowship is buying the water, Rick Sheehan (Solstice Coffe
Is donating the coffee, and YOU can be part of this ministry by furnishing some baked gooc
To be sure there is enough to serve, a sign up sheet for donations will be posted in Fellows
Halld again, both homenade and store bought items will be appreciated by the guests to Twin
Day.

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE CENTER--The Center is very grateful for the faithfulness of
First Congregational Church with the ongoing donations ofpwishable food items. As you

go grocery shopping, please remember the Center as you take advantage of sales- All r
perishable food items are welcomed but with children at home during the summer, there is
increased need for quick meals, cereal, and peanut butter and jelly. Donated items may be
in the narthex or placed in the collection box located near the entrance to the church kitchen.

MONETARY GIFTS FOR DISASTER RELIEF i A remi nder for thos
reminder in the church worship folder following the recent tornadoes in Ohio that churc
friends/members may make donations for disaster relief throughout the year by noting so
their giving envelope. If desired, a specific channel/agency can be requested (i.e. Church Wc
Service, American Red Cross, etc) or the Benevolence Committee will determine where t
need is greatest at the time the gift is made.

FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY... Seekerg .
Always a welcome addition to the church li- P T aye’ ShaWI M”"St’y

brary are donations of inspiring books that

would be meaningful to the church familylhis ministry will continue to meet through-
There are labels available if one wants to d@ut the summer on thé2and 4. Mondays
nate a book in memory or honor of someorfé@m 7 to 8 p.m. (with the exception on VBS
A newly d o n akaged A Little gNeek July 26) gnd invite anyone to join in this
Fai t This & a true story that parallels théme of fellowship and prayer. Some in the
lives of two persons of very different backd r oup are crocheting
grounds who had a great influence on the d‘ugh school male graduates and shawls for the
thor, Mitch Albom. This book will be featured€male graduates. As always, if you know of
on the book cart and would be enjoyed boggmeone who would appreciate the comfort of
by young adults and adultsa quick, inspir- & shawl, just let the office or Rev. Kay know.
ing read on a warm summer day.




e VBS Info

ONE GOD -ONE PLANET
VBS: July 26 -30 from 6 -8:30pm

NAME:
PHONE:
E-MAIL:

Please fill out as you would be available to help for VBS
and drop in the collection plate or at the office

Mon. |Tues. |Wed. [Thurs.

Teaching
Activities/Games
Crafts

Music
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2010-2011 Twinsburg High School Drill Team and Majorette
Spaghetti Dinner
When: Saturday July 24, 2010
Where: Serving from 4:.00pm -7:00pm in Fellowship Hall
Adult Tickets = $8.00 Child Tickets (12 and under) = $4.00
Children 3 and under = Free
Please make checks made out to the

Twinsburg Band Boosters

Call or see Lisa Davet for a ticket.

(330)425-7313

| f you havendt signed up

the sign up sheet, please email Gayle Davet at
gayled78@roadrunner.com

f

June 30. The sign up sheet

or

S
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There are approximately 20 tickets still available. The cost of the
tickets is $7.00 each and should be paid to Gayle Davet. Any ques-
tions, please contact Gayle.
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=== From the Stewardship Committee ., , ===

For the month of July the Stewardship Committee reflects on freedom.

As a covenant people we are given freedom, as individuals and communities, to choose life
death, blessings or curses. Tough decisions and persistent effort are required of those who s
lives that are whole and holy. We must learn the practice of saying no to that which crowc
God out and yes to a way of life that makes space for God. Jesus calls us from certain beh
I or s, but always offers an alternative: f
making an effective Ano. 0

Responsible exercise of freedom requires us to participate in generating good for all. We p:
ticipate in making fundamental decisions regarding our national priorities, values and commi
ments, and how they will be expressed in public policy. We cannot ignore economic, Socic
and ecological realities that have led to greater abundance for some and scarcity for many c
ers. We must | earn to discern, choose and

This month, we are preparing for th® df July, or our Independence Day. Many of us will sit
and gather with friends and family, perhaps over a little BBQ and watch fireworks. But some
times like our Christmas Holiday, we forget to reflect on what Independence Day really stanc
for and why we have it. On July 4, 1776, we claimed our independence from Britain and D¢
mocracy was born. Our ancestors fought for our independence. | think that sometimes we f
get to remember there are people who came before us and paid an ultimate sacrifice. Not |
with their life, but with being away from family, friends and the everyday comforts of home
and Church.

There have been people who have come after our first group of patriots that have protected :
defended our rights to freedom in World War |, World War Il, The Cold War, The Korean War
The Viet Nam War, The Irag War, The Gulf War, Somalia, Kosovo, Bosnia and Afghanistan
These people have provided us with the freedom to do as we choose, including the right to «
religion. This Independence Day, let us take the time to thank God and these people who p
vided us with the opportunity to worship God.

Freedom has its life in the hearts, the actions, the spirit of men and so it must be daily earr
and refreshed else like a flower cut from its lifgiving roots, it will wither and die -Dwight
D. Eisenhower

Submitted by Kevin Artl, Stewardship Committee

Donot forget t o |br i
_ Womends Fell owshilp
Friday, July 16 collect the pennies throughout the
summer. They will be used to pur-
chase gift certificates for the Yankee
Bazaar.

Scrap Booking

6:00 p.m.fi midnight
in the Fellowship Hall
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% 2010 Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 150 Pedal to the Point eSO

=/, On August 14™ & 15™ | will be doing my annual 75 mile per day
bicycle ride. This ride is from the Polaris Career Center in Middle-
burg Heights, (next to Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds) on Satur-
day, to Sandusky High School, near the entrance to Cedar Point
and back on Sunday for the two day, 150 mile event. Pedal to the
Point is the National Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society major fund-
raiser. Over 2,000 bicyclists participate in this annual event over the two days. Anyone
wishing additional information on the event can login to the website:
bikeoha.nationalmssociety.org

N

The goal of this event is to raise funds to fight the unpredictable effects and hopefully
find a cure for this disabling disease. MS is a prime of life disease mainly striking peo-
ple between the ages of 20 and 50.

This year, as in the past my ride is dedicated to John Towslee in particular and any of
our friends and neighbors afflicted with MS. John still assures me that he endorses
the MS Societybds efforts for this event

This year | will have more company than before. This year my nephews, Larry &
Doug Verbic, of our church family, will again ride plus a newcomer, daughter Terri Bis-
sell is planning to do her first ride. If possible, | hope to help them in meeting our re-
quired goals. If you would prefer sponsoring any one of us in particular please just
note it on your check.

| realize that there seems to be unending requests such as this, all for very worthwhile
causes, but if anyone is willing to help by being one of the sponsors for our ride it will
be greatly appreciated. Any amount would be very helpful. Please make your tax de-
ductible checks payable directly to National MS Society. You can give your checks to
Terri, Larry, Doug, Mary Lou or myself.

In closing | want to sincerely thank everyone for your loyal support both mone-
tarily and spiritually for all my past years rides.

Respectfully,

Dick Sheller
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Member Newa

Happy Birthday to:

Austin Roberts
07/01/10
Brad Verbic
07/03/10

Carol Doe
07/03/10

Al McCann
Karen Powell
Karen Conway
Troy Dolfi
Todd Maynard
Adeline Mayer
Russ Griffin
Brad Merritt
Emily Schmidt
Erin Hooper
Sara Lessman

Dorothy Bascombe
Corrine McCann

Dave Murch
Ron Hegedish
Betty Eshelman
Tim Bensie
Louise Jackson

Maggie Chernick

Elsie Peel

Andrew Prentice

Elaine Bissell

07/04/10
07/04/10
07/07/10
07/07/10
07/08/10
07/12/10
07/14/10
07/15/10
07/16/10
07/17/10
07/18/10
07/19/10
07/20/10
07/22/10
07/23/10
07/24/10
07/24/10
07/27/10
07/28/10
07/29/10
07/30/10
07/31/10

.
Happy Anniversary to:

Tom & Nichole Wunderle O

07/01/2006 r_j1

Phil & Jane Weiss .S A

07/08/1989 \"-_-ﬁ
Nicholas & Carol Latonia 07/08/1995
Rick & Gail Herrilko 07/10/1971
Roger & Carol Zenisek 07/18/1959
Steve & Jane Dan 07/31/1982

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,

please let the church office know so we ¢an

update our records and celebrate with y/

Ou.

PTTENIPNGE

Sunday School  Worship Service
May 3@ 34 91
June 6 37 96
June 18 None 6 /54
June 20 None
Lockup Trustee for the
month of July -
Dave Murch
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Servers 8 July 2010 Acolyte Schedule - July 2010
Rick Herrilko Lynn Schmidt July 46 Walter Sterling
Rich Bissell Judy Turk David Schilling

Ken Prentice - Bread

Communion will be
Sunday, July 4th this month

Reader 68 Juy20aC d
July 46 Dottie Oliver
July 116 Phil Weiss
July 186 Rick Sheehan
July 250 Chrissy Sterling

Lay

| drends Ser mor

July 2010
July 46 Will Adams
July 116 Change Sunday
July 180 Gayle Davet
July 256 Tom Holzwarth

Chi

July 118 Will Sheehan
Brianna Pratt

July 180 Seth Richner
Tori Holzwarth
July 250 Caitlin Sheehan

| e Will Sheehan

The families of the names in bold have
Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should
light the sticks and assist the acolytes.

Please see the instruction sheet
posted on the wall next to the sticks.

> C IPySudaHe urfable to serve as
Lay Reader, Chi |
or Acolyte on
your assigned week,
please find a replacement and
notify the church office of the

d

change. Thank you!

Flower Schedule d July 2010
July 40

July 116 Lessman Family
July 180 Paul Munn

July 250

Coffee Hour Schedule 8 July 2010
July 40
July 116
July 180
July 250

No one is signed up
for Coffee Hour for
July - Please sign up if
you can help!

Summer Music Schedule - July 2010
July 40

July 118

July 180 Tom & Mark Holzwarth

July 250 Ashley Bissell

Welcomers Schedule - July 2010
July 40 Rich Bissell & Bonnie Williams
July 116 Steve & Carol Doe
July 180 Betty McKnight & Doris Turnbull
July 250 Dave & Diane Powell

r

en
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Happy Summer!

As | write to you all this month, we are in the week of summer solstice, the longest days of th
year. In these times with many disturbing things happening that we see or read about in t
news daily, the constant and predictable ebb and flow of nature and the cycle of seasons
main a comfort. As much as | enjoy the long days of sunlight, we know flip side to the gooc
news is the march towards short days (and dare | say winter?) begins again with the solstit
The one constant factor through all of the seasons we have the blessing of the constant pi
ence of God, our Creator and Sustainer.

But | et ds f ocus 0 RApichids,dregpentexissesfoeice cream (ngy fiakom e
ite food, thank you very much), lightning bugs, lots of flowers and lush green, and fresh loce
produce. Summer Iis a time for growth. I

own summertime. There are some exciting things happening. Take time to look at the ne
TV in the library that gives those people who cannot, or choose not to come to the sanctua
for the worship service a huge boost in how well they can see and hear the service:uft is set
with a new DVD player to give us more options in programming as well. Many thanks to the
Stewardship for their fundraising and the additional donors that made this possible. Christic

Education is planning an exciting VBS pr
creating and writing themselves (special thanks to Megan Barr and Lisa Mayer for thei
wor k) . Womendés Fellowship is purchasing r

ability to host food functions. Trustees are working on alternatives to improve accessibility
into the front of the church in the ongoing effort to increase our overall accessibility. Thes:

are just a few of the speci al things happ
fort in some of the traditional summer activities of our chusdftball games, the picnic, ice
cream social, Akron Aero0s game night. :

this year at Camp Christian, thanks to the exceptional support of this church.

So sit back with your favorite cold drink of choice, take time to enjoy the benefits of summer
soak in the Sonshine that brings warmth from God through all the seasons and appreciate
great things that are happening in your church, our church.

Genesis 8:22NIV) "As long as the earth endureseedtime and harvest, cold and heat, sum-
mer and winter, day and night will never cease."

Faithfully yours,
Terri
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Tower Submissios

Articles for the Towermay be -<nailed
directly to the church at firstcongreg
tional.church@windstreamat Hard copies,
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For questions, or to be added to or ta
off the mailing list, please send -amad or
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