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V‘:'S”S'::f Message from the Pastor: I OUR LIFE TOGETHER

MHE TOWER FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 13

On SEPTEMBER 13, the church begins the fall schedule for worship
and education.
9:15 a.m. - Children and youth gather in the sanctuary for singing and
meeting teachers (see teachers on page 4).
=1 ~ 9:45 a.m. — continental breakfast for all in the Fellowship Hall

lﬁ ~{, 10:25 a.m. — announcements in the sanctuary

Si.  ~ 10:30 a.m. - Worship

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

| used to think that education meant being filled with information.
Whether the teacher poured the facts into the student or the student
gobbled up the data themselves, education seemed to be a product to
be consumed. The curriculum was clear about what should be learned.
And the instructor was clear about how to measure what should be

learned.
Yet |, —e ducationl, comes from the La
out I . When we experience education,

forms persons so that we may be led out of something. Maybe that
something is a fear or some destructive habit or way of thinking. Or
maybe that something keeps us from exploring new relationships and

I deas. |l n religious educati on, we 8
Lightll. We | earn about Jesus, the L
ing biblical stories, church history, faith statements and worship prac-
tices. This gathering of information is one way we are led out of igno-
rance and i1 nto understanding of ou
and experience.

But Christian Education does not stop there. 1) Providing information

is the most identifiable (and therefore easiest) part of the education ex-
perience. A second is 2) participating in faith formation, and third 3)
preparing for life transformation. Of these three, providing information

I's the easiest to describe because
here. So we can use words that name the objectives for learning such

as a person will be able to: describe, tell, create, draw, memorize and
recite etc.

2) Participating in faith formation (coming to trust God) is more difficult to
define. Because faith is not measurable and because we believe that
faith is a gift from God, our job as teachers and parents and members in
this religious community is to help create the setting for faith to be re-
ceived. Worship is one of those settings. Others may include: finding
ourselves in unsettling or challenging places, maybe serving food in a
soup kitchen, being with a friend who has just received bad news, taking
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a stand for diversity in our school s, be
faith is being formed in us when we respond to a call for peace and justice even if we

are not sure of the outcome. | believe we are being open to the gift of faith when we
chall enge one another and our children t
make Twinsburg, our country, and the world a better place to live for all people.

3) Preparing for life transformation is the most mysterious and amazing of all. Transfor-
mation is the renewal of our whole being-our heart, mind, and spirit. Life transforma-
tion is not only about life after we die. It is to experience a joyous and fulfilling life now.

The Apostle Paul speaks, —And al l of us,
Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another; for this

3:18). We are being constantly transformed or changed until we are totally renewed in
spirit with Jesus the Christ. When we are being transformed, we are being shown a
way of seeing and hearing people and al/l
hears. Then God calls us to respond to what we see and hear as God calls us to act
toward the well-being of all. This is our call and our destiny! Thanks be to God!

NAMETAGS

Even though you may think you know every
bl ankl when trying to remember a name. Ev
you, others may —draw a blankl when tryin

rive, you may not know their names. As we anticipate a new beginning this fall, name-
tags will help us get reacquainted and meet new folk. Sharon Beck is helping us to
have nametags ready for September 13. Let

WELCOME BAGS

Welcome Bags are available to give to friends, neighbors, or co-workers who do not
have a church home. Please take one to give away. Help get the word out about who
we are and our vision for ministry.

VISITORS /| NEW MEMBERS

Whether you have been visiting for a short or long time and are considering church
membership, you are invited to attend the gatherings planned to help you get better
acquainted with each other and the members here, help answer questions you may
have about the church, history, our work, education, membership, fun activities, and
children and youth events.

For three Sundays September 27, October 4, and October 11, snacks and drink will be
served in the church library (lower level) following worship. If you would like to talk be-
fore then, please call me at the church office — 330-425-2181. The church will receive
new members into fellowship on Sunday, October 25 in the 10:30 worship service.
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GOD IS STILL GIVING,

€ (you fill in the rest)

The Stewardship Committee is challeng-
i ng us with this
aging us to discover what it means to be
transfor med I nt o
kick-off event is Saturday, September 12
at the British American Club. Please see
the details below—First Congregational
Fall Fling. A Silent Auction is planned for
the evening. Each of us is asked to bring
some item or service that we offer. The
Committee will provide bidding sheets for
each item or service. The money will sup-
port the work of the church.

Blessings

from P

que 3

IHngii e ===

JIM & | WOULD LIKE TO THANK PAS-
TOR KAY, AND ALL THOSE THAT HAVE
PRAYED FOR US, SENT CARDS, OR

y e aCALLED. THARKMOU & QRIALIe YOUR

KINDNESS WHILE JIM HAS BEEN RE-

G 0 CIOVERING FROM &HIS ¢FALLS ANDhHES

STAY IN THE HOSPITAL WITH PNEU-
MONIA. IT WAS GREATLY APPRECI-
ATED. JIM CAME HOME FROM
GRANDE VILLAGE ON FRIDAY.

GOD BLESS
JIM & MARGE ROBERTS

Women’s Fell owshi |
meeting begin again

Thursday, September 3, 2009
12:00 Noon  Pot Luck lunch

Bring food to share and table service
President: Liz Murch
Devotions: Gail Herrilko

Kay Krejci

Enms G@ngnegati@nal Fall Fling

Mark your calendars for the Fall Fling on Saturday, Sep 12 at 5pm. It will
ofl ¢ D€ held at the British American Club on Ravenna Rd. We are changing
%Q the event a bit. This year will be a pot luck event. Stewardship will pro-

¢ vide soft drinks and disposable plates and utensils. You may bring your
own beverages as well. Your ticket for admission will be an entry into our
Sllent Auction. We suggest a delicious home-made cake or pie, a service you can of-
fer someone (painting, cleaning, car wash/wax) or a new/gently used article (a nice
vase, popular book(s), etc.). Please consider an item that will generate active bid-
ding. If you choose to donate a baked good, please include a card that briefly de-
scribes it along with a value of the item. If you choose a service, please make a card
with a picture of the service, a description of the service and what someone would
normally pay for that service. If you choose to donate a new or gently-used article,
please include a card that briefly describes the item(s) along with an approximate
value of the item. We ask that you make your descriptions clear and perhaps a little
enticing. We also ask that you bring cash or a check book to pay for the items that
you have the highest bid on. Receipts will be available for donations to the silent auc-
tion. If your donation does not get any bids, it will be returned to you.

u

r
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THE TOWER

he Fall Worship Schedule will Starting Sunday, Se
resume on Sunday, September 13ttember 18, morning -y
It will begin at 9:15 a.m. in Fellow- classes begin at 9:g:
ship Hall featuring a delicious and lasting until 10:15.
continental_ _breakfast _and many friendl;gunday School Class
people. This is a great time to meet our fablf—r_
lous Sunday school teachers. There arg"”

classes for children and adults. Come se w4t
what Christian Education has to offer you.eZ 4 years1” grade® taught by Mary Lou

Weore looking forwar doneflehupsiifsinihg vy comenroom;
tional year with our church friends. Worship z 2"% 3 grade taught by Judy Turk down-

service will then begin at 10:30 a.m. The stairs in the large room off fellowship
Childreno6s Choir willpgpractice in the ¢

room after the Childrehnohs Ser mon. They
sing on the last Sunday of the month. Thez 4™ 5" grade taught by Terri Bissell
Adult Choir will resume singing during the  upstairs in the room at the top of the

worship service on Sunday, September 13. stairs
z 6™ 8" grade (Jr. High) taught by Tom
pu : Holzwarth upstairs off the back hall by
: the choir room
Sunday School Worship Service 7 oy 12 grade (Sr. High) taught by Gayle
July 26 None 67 Davet in the NW corner
August & None 71 . :
A J o N 59 z Adulti Sojourners: Shared leadership,
AUQUSt 16 None 2 explore spiritual issues, in the library.
ugust one
August 28 None 79 z Adulti Bible Study: leaders Joel Pietran-

tozzi & Rev. Kay Krejciwill meetin the

Scrap Bookin small room off Fellowship HallPlease
P 9 come with your Bible of choice (Bibles
Friday, also available at church).
September 18 z Wiggle Church- for kids ages up to 3rd
o grade downstairs af
6:00 p.m.f midnight moment, taught by Lisa Downer.
in the Fellowship Hall Anyone interested in being a substitute

. teacher for any of the Sunday School

Arverican Congratulations to Mary classes, please see Denice Sheehan. What a
+ RedCross Lou Sheller who was great way to contribute to the church family
the top blood donator in and learn something new along the way.

our area. She has do- : . -
; All teaching materials are provided.
nated 104 pints! Thatts galot o? ﬂel

lot of people.

f o
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iSsuE's 2009 MS Pedal to the | Could Use Some E—
Point Wrap up Encouragement . . .

The 2009 Pedal to the Point is again histc ? Less than 2 months until |
On August 18 & 16" over 2400 cyclists par- “ & walk 60 miles! It is hard to
Sclerosis (MS) Soci Ridid@rhe sénfe wdrdd &f
benefit ride. This year we experienced ve encouragement for during
nice weather, although a little warm. Mar the walk?

have asked me how long it takesaictual rid-

ing time. According to my bikes computer theend letters to:

ride, this year, to Sandusky took 5 hours aRgeast Cancer 3-Day Camp Post Office
44 minutes. The trip back to Berea on Sundy TN: Andrea Bissell

was approx 82 miles. | forgot to check the r€O Box 299

turn time when we got to Berea. This timgore, VA 22637-0299

does not count 5 rest stops plus the lunch s

rather only while on the bike. @rﬁ\/elopes only.

please. No boxes or large
packages. Mail must be postmarked no

Preliminary figures estimate that th&ater than September 29th in order to en-
$1,000,000 goal should be close that wadre delivery at the Breast Cancer 3-Day
raised to promote research toward findingG@@mp Post Office.

cure for this dreaded disease. Thank you for all of your support. |

Again, the success of this tour is great, not g&uldn't do it without you!
cause of the cyclists, like myself, that rode bukndrea Bissell
because of the many people such as your-

selves, my church family. You were willing
to open up your hearts and purses to lend sup- Seeker? .
port, both emotionally, spiritually and finan- Prayer Shawl M"“stry

cially to make my ride a success. For this |

am ever grateful and thank you all so Ver;I',’he.knitting needles and crochet hooks
very much. continue to kept busy as the number of

prayer shawls given through this small
| also want to again thank my pedaling group of women will soon exceed 400!
partners, sornin-law Don Schultz, my As this is written, 383 have been given
nephews Larry and Doug Verbic who rode away. Most recently, shawls have been
with me again this giveratdo personsl khowing thealsss dp a
first ride after only about a month of bik- loved one, undiagnosed illness, special
ing seriously so for that he deserves a lot ofrecognition for a job well done, and a

credit. young lady suffering with the very painful

God willing we hope to be back for the 2018ickle cell anemia. Contributions to help

Tour. Again thank you all very, very mucﬁNith the cost of the shawl yarn are always
and God Bless you ’ welcome and can be included as part of

your regular church giving by noting so
Dick Sheller on the giving envelope.

Po
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s FYOM The Church Mouse LT
O | thought the summer was a time to rest and get geared up for the
G

\\ painters. They let me go up on the steeple and work with them
C What a view!!! They left the side door a bit ajar, and a friend of

mine came in to visit. But he came to an unhappy ending. Some
/( days | sit up I n the balcony

someone’s shoul der one day. I
*

there is someone who would like to hear the bells more often.

\ Fall season. Not true. | have had a great time working with the
D)
()
\

The music this summer has been better than ever. | attended the services when Tom,
Mark and Mickey sang. WOW!!! Then Cassie played her violin and was THAT a treat.
| think the next time Justin goes on an 84 mile hike, he ought to take his guitar and me
along, and we could walk and play at the same time. That would be a trick. How we
will all miss Sarah. She was so much fun to have playing for the services. But we
wish her all the luck in pursuing her degree in Florida.

Had some good food and fellowship on the morning | went with a lot of you folks to the
parsonage for the Krejci Open House. They have a lot of little baskets that are just

my si ze. Some day | ""m going over there t
abl e. Thanks for the nice party. | > m gl
us in Twinsburg.
| hope Dick and his posse made it back from their trip to raise money for MS. | would
have gone along but they didn’t have a bi
Wel | , |l " m | ooking forward to the I ce Crec
of dessert, Chocolate Mousse. Please put mine in a very little dish.

Christian Womenos Fell owship|Re

Shaw Retreat Center Camp Asbury
September 25-27, 2009

theme ISER.O.G.f (translated)-Let God Help You.0 YOU never saw h
donodot see hidmhpPetey EGA (MSG)J Sdme ef tthe kopias to cover related
t heme wi |l | be oWhat does FROG have to

joining us for what can be the high point in your year of Christian Worship. It is a n

every day life to worship and praise God together. The total cost is $82.00, which
meals and 2 nights lodging. Everyone must prepay! The registration deadline is Se

Registration blanks and information are available from Marge Roberts or the office.
tions, please see Marge Roberts or email Dana Fldterareat@roadrunner.com.

It is not too early to start planning for the annual retreat at Camp Asbury in Hiram, Ohio. T

I m,
to the
do
purish

experience to be with a group of Christian sisters in a tranquil setting away from the care

includ
ptemtk

Send registration fees and forms to: Dana Flenner, 11977 Waywood Drive, Twinshurg, C

ANy 0
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ADULT CHOIR
PRACTICE RESUMES

Adult Choir practice

resumes on Thursde %~
September 3.
are held on Thursdey

-

e

Practic (& ==

Benevolence News . » rmel

Equal Exchange Coffee was introduced
at the coffee hour sponsored by the Be-
nevol ence Committee
niversary Sunday and Strengthen The
Church Sunday. Equal Exchange is a
worker-owned Fair Trade organization

evenings beginning at 7:30 p.m. Thi&rough which good quality coffee is pur-

choir will resume singing on Sunday’
September 13. Everyone is welcome

hased though cooperatives and the
armers are treated as equals who are
Iped to improve not only their lives but

join. Any questions, please see Chrisg¥mmitted to better use of the land.

Sterling.

Adult Choir Schedule 20092010

August 27 Kickoff at Parsonage
September 3 (Practice Begins), 10, 17
October 1, 8, 15, 29
November 5, 12, 19
(Community Thanksgiving Service TBA)
December 3, 10, 17, 24
(Caroling at Brecksville VA and White
Elephant party TBA)

January 7, 14, 21

(Week of Prayer Service TBA)
February 4, 11, 17 (Ash Wednesday)
March 4, 11, 18

April 1 (Maundy Thursday), 2 (Good Fri-
day), 8, 15, 29

May 6, 13, 20 (Year End picnic TBA)

Lockup Trustee for the
month of September -
Terri Bissell

AZIBANATO — We are still trying to get
information if there is a secure way to
send funds to help Azibanato with some
of his medical bills resulting from a iliness
he experienced earlier this year. As you
may recall Azibanato, a young man from
Nigeria who was helped by he Weaver
family many years ago. Azibanato even
visited our church when he was studying
in the US. Lucille Fiorelli still keeps in
contact with him and keeps the church
updated. The Benevolence approved set-
ting aside $200. from Benevolence non-
directed funds, which will be sent immedi-
ately if we are able to determine the se-
curity to forward funds. The committee
will keep the congregation updated if any-
one wants to direct funds for this ministry.

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE CENTER -
Many thanks for your faithfulness in
bringing in nonperishable items for the
Emergency Assistance Center, which
serves northern Summit County including
families from Twinsburg. With the recent
economic conditions, donations have
been down and the need for the items up.
Special thanks to Geo and Marge
Richner for delivering the items to the
Center.

(O
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Happy Birthday to:

Elaine Mueller

N

09/01/09 \Q@%gg\amg A 9,
Nancy Wolff \%\*\75 // V)ff‘i

09/01/09 {S o=
Liz Murch \

09/03/09

Lea Bissell 09/03/09
Stan Cook 09/06/09
Matt Schmidt 09/06/09
Charla Bissell 09/09/09
Collin McCann 09/09/09
Matthew McCann 09/09/09
Richard Barnes 09/11/09
Donna Sudnick 09/11/09
Kevin Powell 09/13/09
David Schilling 09/16/09
Peggy Dawériffin 09/17/09
Cory Smeallie 09/19/09
Annetta Muir 09/19/09
Don Irvin 09/22/09
Adda Reihl 09/26/09
Oliver Mayer 09/27/09
Karen Holzwarth 09/30/09
Esther Corbett 09/30/09
Josephine Mayer 09/30/09

Happy Anniversary to:

Don & Luvette Irvin .

09/01/2002 'Sk/

I
L‘“:j

Bruce & Rev. Kay Krejci
09/02/1967

Terry & Carol Neal
09/06/1971

Dick & Mary Lou Sheller
09/10/1955

Dan & Judy Richner
09/11/1993

Dave & Liz Murch
09/12/1970

Patrick & Erin Hooper
09/14/2002

Rick & Denice Sheehan
09/16/1978

Arthur & Leslie Prentice
09/17/2007

Will & Marge Adams
09/18/2004

Troy & Debbie Dolfi
09/24/1994

Danny & Loretta Thomas
09/28/1996

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
please contact the church office so we
can update our records.
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September Schedules

Page 9
i

Serversd September 2009
Diane Powell Ken Prentice
Judy Turk Rich Bissell

Bonnie Williams
Stan Jewell - Bread
Dan Richner - Greeters

Communion will be
Sunday, September 6th this month
Communion will be served in the
Sanctuary and the library

Acolyte Schedule - September 2009
September 6— Mark Holzwarth
& Kayla Bensie

September 13—Melissa Schilling
& Peter Weiss

September 20—Sophie Keith
& Seth Richner

September 27— Bradley Verbic
& Brianna Pratt

Lay Reader 6s Sclhedul e
September 2009 Tt o oold
September 6— Terri Bissell © familles ot 'ne names in bold have
S tp ber 13—Tom Holzwarth Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should
eptember 15— O_m olzwa light the sticks and assist the acolytes.
September 20—Rick Sheehan Please see the instruction sheet
September 27—Gwen Richner posted on the wall next to the sticks.
Childrends Ser mon| Scilhyeudatelurfable to serve as
September 2009 Lay Reader, Chil d

September 6— Will Adams
September 13—Diaconate
September 20—Joel Pietrantozzi
September 27—Denice Sheehan

or Acolyte on
your assigned week,
please find a replacement and
notify the church office of the
change. Thank you!

Flower Scheduled September 2009
September 6—
September 13—
September 20—Louise Jackson
Chloe Wentz

September 27—

Coffee Hour Schedule
September 2009
September 6—
September 13—Christian Ed
September 20—
September 27— Peggy & Russ Giriffin

Welcomers Schedule - September 2009

September 6— Steve & Carol Doe
September 13—Dave & Diane Powell

September 20—Steve & Carol Doe

r

e
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It's doubtless that some of you remember a singer songwriter named Harry CGieapyn.
wrote and sang story songs. Each one complete and compbléagy every song he wrote,
every story he told had a morahd if no moral then a thought provoking message.

Harry wrote a song titled "Circle'"Here are the lyrics of the chorus:

"All my life's a circle,

Sunrise and Sundown,

themoon roles through the nighttime
till the daybreak comes around.

All my life's a circle,

and | can't tell you why,

Seasons spinning round again,

the years keep rolling by."

You can look the rest of the words up on line, or better yet, listen to one or more of his album

This song came to me as | was driving to the council meeting tonight. It doesn't really matt
where we are in the circle, because we've been here before, and we'll come back again. So
we are back where we were a year ago.

The long crazy days of summer are giving way to the long crazy evenings and nights of wint
God is preparing our fertil e thegroumdcan restfandt h
replenish for another season.

Before He puts our ground to bed he'll get out His pallet, and paint the trees brilliant yellow
golds, and reds. He'll put a brisk chill in the air to warn His creatures to hurry along with thei
winter preparations. He'll make the nightdder and longer so we're more motivated to come
to committee meetings at church.

That's where we are in the circle. Meetings are going to start again in earnest, we'll go back
the later staring time for worship, the choir will sing, and church school will resume. We've gc
a lot to do, it's time to make our winter preparations.

Before we do that, let's all please take time to look dwemew paint on the outside of our
beautiful old house of worship. It came complete with new siding on the south wall, and | pe
sonally think it looks great. The trustees worked hard and long to make this a reality, ar
we can all be very thankful that they did.

Of course trustees weren't the only committee who refused t@talismmer recess. Christian
Education held a banner VBS this year with a whole passel of youngsters, and a great miss
project. Stewardship has been busy working on the coming campaign, in concert with bo
Deaconate and the Trustees. Not to be outdone, the Fellowship and Memorial committees k
themselves busy making plans and hosting events through the summer. Then there is the
nevolence committee. The dnpl eastegivdyoond ta nta
committee. It seems the only one that actually took the summer recess seriously was me. |
please don't make a fuss, | was happy to do it.
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As we look to our preparation for winter, we need to think about the annual meeting, and sg
cifically nominating new officers. Carol and | will be asking for a nominating committee start-
ing now. If you volunteer you'll save yourself the torment of having to explain why you can't
Serving on church committees is a highly underrated activity. So many folks who have con
onto committees for the first time comment on how much they enjoy the time and energy spe
on committee business, and how much they learned about the workings of the church. The r
bonus is getting to know the members of your church family better. You simply can't go t
monthly meetings with a group and not get to know the names of their children, or see pictur
of grandchildrenListen to the conversations at potlucks and souper suppers. A great many st
ries begin with, "Remember when we were on Trustees, or Fellowship, Deaconate, Christi
Ed, Music, Benevolence, or Memorial together..."

Now for those of you who read the opening lines, skip the fluff in the middle and drop down t
the last paragraph. We are still planning a late summer cook out with our church friends in S
lon on September 26th. Details are still being hammered out, I'll keep you posted.

My favorite Harry Chapin song is "Thirty Thousand Pounds of Bananas".

God's love to you

clousseau

TWINS DAYS AND THE PARADE

It was just a couple weeks ago that the Twins Day parade and festivities were hap-
pening. This year the church entered a float in the parade. Marge Adams chaired the
decorating and recruiting of participants. Rich Bissell provided a wagon and Tom Ad-
ams, the tractor. Kevin Artl created the brochures and cards that were distributed that
day, describing the church and inviting people to visit. Kathy Lessman and Vi Downor

filled the 50 Welcome Bags with informat.
Fellowship offered hospitality to those around the square, serving muffins, coffee and

water. Gai | Herril ko and Mary Lou Sheljl er
ter (thanks to the Women’'s Fellowship)|l at

after parade. The church doors were open and folk were invited to visit the building
and use the restrooms. Andrea Bennett and Bob Grunewald greeted them and
Bruce Krejci kept the restrooms clean and tidy. The day began at 7:00 a.m. and we
were cleaned up by noon. Thank you to all who participated and made this a fun day
and our church, a place of respite for our neighborhood and neighboring travelers.

See pictures on next page.
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Special Thanks to Dottie Oliver for these
wonderful pictures!



Come worship with us

and bring a friend!

Message from the Pastor 1-3 Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Fall Fling; Thank You 3
News from Christian Ed 4

3 ,
MS Ride Update; Encouragement 5 Tower Submissions

R

Church Mouse, Wonsen|d: Bc?AtllefrtheTowermaybee
maile

irectly to the church at flrstcon%re—

Adult Choir; Benevolence 7 gational.church@windstreaet Hard cop-
i es, CDO®6s, odroppdadod;ftht t
Member News 8 the office.
September Schedules 9 Tower deadlines are posted on the monthly
calendar and in the Sunday worship bulletin.
Message from the Moderator 10-11 For guestions, or to be added to or taken

: off the mailing list, please send -amad or ‘
Twins Days Parade News / Photos | 11-12 call the church office a834252181. |

September Calendar 13
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