
Volume 55  

Issue 11   

THE TOWER    

Th
e 

To
w

er
   

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

0
9 

  
A

 
P

U
B

L
I

C
A

T
I

O
N

 
O

F
 

T
H

E
 

F
I

R
S

T
 

C
O

N
G

R
E

G
A

T
I

O
N

A
L

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

Message from the Pastor: 

This year the Twinsburg Ministerium will celebrate with Christ the King Lu-

theran Church (ELCA-Evangelical Lutheran Church America) and Post Road 

United Methodist Church in their denominational agreement to FULL COM-

MUNION. The celebration takes place on Sunday, November 22 at Post Road 

United Methodist Church. This is not a merger of denominations but rather the 

two churches are expressing a common confession of Christian faith. 

For our Thanksgiving worship this year, we are invited to join these two congre-

gations in giving thanks and celebrating this call to ecumenical cooperation and 

well-being. Worship begins at 7:00 p.m. 

In 1997, the United Church of Christ entered into FULL COMMUNION with 

the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church America), the Reformed Church in 

America and the Presbyterian Church USA.  This Formula of Agreement ended 

centuries of division between the Lutheran and Reformed branches of  Protes-

tant Christianity. Again, this is not a merger but an agreement that : 

1-acknowledges common historical roots between the two traditions.  

2- moves beyond the historic 16th-century condemnations that divided Lutheran 

and Reformed Christians.  

3- accepts the reality that there are important theological, spiritual and liturgi-

cal differences between the two traditions, but that these are not church-

dividing, but rather a gift to each other.  

4- celebrates the potential for shared mission and ministry as the two traditions 

grow closer.  

The United Church of Christ is the only church in the relationship that has roots 

in both the Reformed and Lutheran traditions on the one side of our heritage 

(Evangelical and Reformed). And of course the other side of our church family 

is in the Congregational Christian. The Congregationalists are rooted in the co-

lonial era of this country, the Separatist Pilgrims forming the Plymouth Colony 

and the Puritans forming the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The Christians were a 

loosely tied group of frontier churches stemming from the disillusionment with 

Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist roots. 

The United Church of Christ is also in FULL COMMUNION with the Disciples 

of Christ. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER--- 

THANKSGIVING and CHURCH HISTORY 

THE CHURCH AND NEWNESS 
 

NEW MEMBERS-We rejoice in welcoming  new members to First Congrega-

tional Church of Twinsburg UCC. Joining the church on October 25, Reforma-

tion Sunday, are Megan and Scott Barr and son Jackson, Claudia Lillibridge, 

and Missy and Jim Mansfield and daughter Kala and son Rick. Please read 

more about them and see their pictures on page 9. 
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THE CHURCH AND NEWNESS 

Continued from page 1 

NEW SIGN- Thanks to Ken Roddie for reinstalling our name on the church sign board. 
 

NEW CHAIRS—Thanks to Peggy Davis Griffin and Lea Bissell who were commissioned by 

Women’s Fellowship to select and order chairs for Fellowship Hall. Thanks to Kathy Lessman, 

Ken Roddie and Lea for unloading the chairs from the truck and bringing them into Fellowship 

Hall. Thanks to Don and Lea Bissell for unwrapping all 40 chairs. 
 

NEW YEAR in STEWARDSHIP – Our theme is God is still giving…Even in these challeng-

ing and difficult economic times, God continues to love us. The signs of this love can be seen 

in some of the newness among us and all around us. How can we respond? November 8 is 

Stewardship Sunday. Your packets with the Mission Book, budget for ministry, and pledge 

cards for both time and talent are being mailed to those unable to pick them up at church. Con-

sider the ways God has given to you through this church and you have been able to give to oth-

ers through this church. 
 

NEW CHURCH YEAR begins on November 29 with the first Sunday in Advent. 
 

NEW CHURCH PICTURE DIRECTORY – Plans for a new directory are under way. We 

anticipate picture taking in January or February. As soon as dates are confirmed, you will be 

asked to ―sign up‖ for a sitting. 
 

NEW ACCESSIBILITY SURVEYS are available in the church narthex and Fellowship Hall. 

If you have not completed one, please find these in a stack next to the baskets where they may 

be placed when finished. This is the beginning of our developing awareness concerning our de-

sire to be hospitable and accessible to all people. 
 

NEW MEMORIAL GIFTS  (including the new large print pew Bibles) will be dedicated on 

November 15 in worship. And we will remember those who have died in the Lord this past 

year. 
 

NEW LISTENING SESSION – The Pastoral Relations and I invite you to a LISTENING 

SESSION on Wednesday, November 18 from 7:00 -7:30 p.m., following the Soup Supper. This 

is an opportunity to hear and consider the joys and concerns of the church toward the well-

being of God’s people. We take each other seriously in these conversations as we seek to be 

faithful in our covenant with God and one another. It has been my joy to serve you as pastor 

this past year. I look forward to hearing from you as we move into a new church year. 

 

Blessings 

Kay 

Daylight  

Savings Time 
Ends 2 a.m. 

Sunday, 
11/01/2009 
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Evening Women’s Fellowship to Meet 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship will be held on Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Our speaker will be Justin Doe who will discuss his trip this past 
summer.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Refreshments will be provided. 

Neighbor Awareness Month - Thanks for  the response to Neighbor Awareness Month and the 

Neighbors in Need offering.  First Congregational now has an opportunity to respond as caring 

neighbors in the local area.  The Emergency Assistance Center, located on Route 8 in North-

field, responds to families living in northern Summit County including a number of families 

from Twinsburg.  Anticipating furnishing Thanksgiving food baskets for 300 families, the 

Center depends upon donations of the non-perishable food items given by area churches, or-

ganizations, and individuals.  Although the usual non-perishable donations are still needed, un-

til November 15, our emphasis will be to collect non-perishable food items for a Thanksgiving 

dinner.  These would include non-perishable items such as: 

 Stuffing and instant mashed potatoes 

          Canned goods: cranberry sauce, vegetables, sweet potatoes, pumpkin, apple sauce 

 Mixes – piecrust, gravy, hot roll. 

As usual, all the above items may be left in the narthex or placed in the collection box located 

near the church kitchen. 

If you would prefer to donate money to buy turkeys or other items needed, monetary gifts iden-

tified for the Thanksgiving Baskets may be placed in the Sunday morning offering. 
 

BOTH FOOD ITEMS AND MONETARY GIFTS FOR THE THANKSGIVING BAS-

KETS NEED TO BE IN BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15.  Thank you for caring and being 

a good neighbor!!! 
 

Please note:  As a result of YOUR monetary gifts directed to Benevolence, at the October 

Benevolence Committee meeting, $100 was disbursed to the Emergency Center. 

Grateful for the opportunity to be part of this ministry, the Seekers 

have now passed the 400 mark for the number of 

shawls given away.  A reminder that this group meets on 

the 2nd and 4th  Mondays of each month from 7 to 8 p.m. in the church library and invites any 

one interested to join.  The group is very grateful for the recently received anonymous mone-

tary gift allowing more yarn to be purchased and the ministry to continue.  A special thank you 

to that individual.  At any time throughout the year, if any one would like to make a small 

monetary gift to help with the purchase of yarn, this greatly appreciated gift may be directed to 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry through the Sunday morning offering.   
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

In addition to offering ―fellowship,‖ the Women’s Fellowship provides a lot of ―behind 
the scenes‖ support for First Congregational Church, much of which is taken for 
granted or not even visible to the congregation.  Among the gifts of the fellowship are: 
--Keeping the kitchen stocked with beverages (coffee, tea, condiments, punch) pa-
per/plastic products (cups, plates, plastic ware, napkins), etcetera.  In addition to Sun-
day morning coffee hours, this would include the kitchen supplies used at church sup-
pers and other church related activities. 
--Cleaning the kitchen – periodically hiring someone to thoroughly clean the kitchen. 
--Purchase of tables, chairs, table coverings for fellowship hall. 
--Paying for altar flowers on Sundays when flowers have not been paid for otherwise. 
--Cleaning the carpeting in Fellowship Hall. 
--Purchase of major kitchen equipment – stoves/refrigerators/roasters. 
--Matching funds for college students receiving book funds through the Church   
Women United Verna Easley Book Fund. 
--Providing luncheons for families following funerals and or memorial services.  Many 
times donations from the family are received following the luncheons but the total cost 
is not always covered plus funds are needed up front to purchase necessary food. 
--Outreach through support for members of the congregation involved in charitable 
fund raisers and also to service agencies such as the Battered Women’s Shelter. 
 

The primary source of funds to pay for ―gifts‖ provided by the Fellowship is the 
annual fall soup luncheon/bake sale and craft fair known as the Yankee Bazaar 
or Holiday Bazaar and Soup Café, which is scheduled for Saturday, November 
14, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 

MUCH help in many ways is needed from members/friends of the church to ensure 
the success of this annual fund raising effort.  PLEASE consider setting aside some 
time to support the ongoing funding listed above in one or more of the following ways: 
--Set up 
--Clean up – Probably 1 – 1 ½ hours following after 3 p.m. 
--Kitchen – Baking pumpkin pies (to serve with the soup) 

       Helping in the kitchen – making sandwiches, serving soup, cleaning up 
  tables, washing dishes. 

--MAKING SOUP – Many donations and varieties of soups are needed. 
--BAKE SALE – Any baked goods are welcomed. 
--TRASH OR TREASURE SALE – Although quite a few items have already been do-
nated, if you have kitchen items or decorating items or children’s toys (CLEAN AND 
IN GOOD CONDITION) they may be brought in November 9 through Nov. 13.  Help in 
this area will be needed prior to the sale to price and set up as well as helping at the 
sale.  Please note that due to space limitations, we can not accept clothing. 
--PURCHASE raffle tickets. 
--SUPPORT through your attendance and purchases. 
 

A sign up sheet is in Fellowship Hall for any one able and willing to be part of this an-
nual fall event.    THANK YOU! 
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Thanksgiving Day Celebration  

Nov. 26, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. 

Church Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us, and bring a friend if you like.  We will  deliver dinners to 
those unable to come to us.  Please call the office to sign up.  If you 
need a ride, we will pick you up and take you home.  Tell anyone you 
know that would like to join us.  Again this year we will need some 
volunteers to help set up, serve, deliver carry-outs and pick ups.  If 

you could help, please sign up in Fellowship Hall, or call the office. 
 

Thank you, and may God bless. 
Rick & Gail Herrilko  
330-650-2642 Home        

You’re Invited to the Eighth Annual 

Order your poinsettias. . . and help decorate the Church Sanctuary 
 

Plants are red, 7 ½” double stem, red in color.   They may be taken home after the service 

on Christmas Eve.  Orders are due by November 22nd. 
 

Number of  plants: _______  x $12.00 = ________ 
 

 In Memory Of: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Memory Of: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Honor Of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Honor Of: _____________________________________________________________ 

   

 By: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Please use the back of  the form if  you need more room to write.  

Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church, and place form  

and payment in the offering plate or drop off  at the office. 
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Dear Church Family: 

Thank you for your cards, get well wishes and 

prayers during my recent accident.  With 

God’s help, my left ankle & back continue to 

mend.  I miss all of your smiling faces and 

look forward to joining you at worship ser-

vice again soon.  Until then, wishing you 

God’s blessings.   
 

Elaine Mueller 

In case you haven’t noticed, we have new 

chairs in Fellowship Hall.  They are padded!!  

Thanks to Women’s Fellowship for the pur-

chase of the chairs. 

  Jobs Well Done!! 
 
Our Knitwitters do a wonderful job cro-
cheting and knitting items for so many 
people we will never know.  Their work 
touches so many people. Many colors 
and textures of yarns are used to create 
gifts of love. Their skills are amazing. 
They will soon be coming up to 14 years. 
 

Yet once a year the USO sends free yarn 
to Pat Catans for ―Project: Scarves for 
Service People‖.  Once again the Knitwit-
ters met the challenge.  On the first shot, 
Millie & Pat signed out 69 balls of yarn.  
These scarves were turned in, then they 
sign out 36 balls of yarn.  But other yarns 
were purchased, so in paying forward with 
your work, this Thursday many more 
scarves will be turned in.  So as to this 
date, Knitwitters will have crocheted or 
knitted 150 scarves for our service men. 
 

On each label our Kathy Lessman made a 
sticker that reads ―Thank you for serving, 
from the Knitwitters of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Twinsburg, Ohio. (See 
pictures of the Knitwitters on the bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall.) 
 

Now we return to our regular work for the 
needy ones in our area, making scarves, 
hats, mittens, baby blankets, sweater 
sets, bed socks, for the VA, lap throws 
booties, etc. 
 

Many, many thanks to all. 
 

Millie Frieling 
October 11, 2009 

―Light the Night‖ Walk—September 26 
 

We want to thank everyone for their sup-
port and prayers on our walk for the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society.  There were 
about 15 people in our group from Bur-
lington Coat Factory.  Over three hundred 
people, including children, did the mile 
walk around the Infocision Stadium in Ak-
ron in the pouring rain.  We were all 
soaked by the time we reached the finish 
line, but it was for a very good cause. 
Thank you— 

Ken and Giz Roddie 

Memorial Dedications on  
Sunday, November 15 

We have new large print Bibles that will 
be dedicated by Memorial Committee on 
November 15.  If anyone would like to 
dedicate a Bible, you may do so.  The 
cost is $15.  Please make your check out 
to Memorial Committee and put it in the 
collection plate along with the name of the 
person the Bible is dedicated to.  Any 
questions, please see Elsie Peel or call 
the office. 
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Homemade Soups & Sandwiches 
Homemade Soups 

Pies & Desserts Bakery Items  

Crafts Nearly New Shop  

Raffle Pictures with Santa  

November 14th, 2009 

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
First Congregational Church of Twinsburg 

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship First Congregational Church 

NEWS from Youth Group  
The youth group will again be doing a 
Holiday Collection to benefit Pregnancy 
Care, an organization to support needy 
pregnant women and their babies.  There 
will be a wish list available with items that 
are needed. It will be available the begin-
ning of November and items will need to 
be returned by December 6th.  There will 
be some specific requests, but the group 
will happily accept any donations of baby 
formula, diapers, wipes, blankets, bottles, 
or new baby clothes, socks, coats, etc. if 
people want to start watching for sales. 

To Whitney and Tom Adams on the birth 
of their baby girl, Alexis Jeanne, on Mon-
day, October 12.  She weighed in at 7 lbs. 
11 oz.  and was 20-1/2‖ long.  

Youth Group Meetings 

November 8  6:00 p.m. 

November 22  6:00 p.m. 

December 6  6:00 p.m. 

December 20—Christmas Party              
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Happy Birthday to: Happy Anniversary to: 

If  we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please contact the church office so we  

can update our records. 

Scrap Booking  

Friday,  

November 20 

6:00 p.m.—midnight 

 in the Fellowship Hall 

                         Sunday School       Worship Service 

Sept 27th              N/A       98    

Oct  4th                    45         109     

Oct 11th            38       87    

Oct 18th                32                67 

Oct 25th  50       84 

 Eleanor Sterling     

     11/01/09 

 Betty McKnight     

     11/02/09 

 Roger Zenisek      

     11/02/09 

 Charles Crouse  11/05/09 

 Tom Holzwarth  11/05/09 

 Becky Delgado  11/09/09 

 Isaac Link   11/09/09 

 Matt Schultz   11/10/09 

 Marge Heston  11/11/09 

 Ava Eaton   11/12/09 

 Stan Jewell   11/15/09 

 Robert I. Davet  11/15/09 

 Lisa Mayer    11/16/09 

 Grace Fedor   11/16/09 

 Bob Heston   11/19/09 

 Bob Hewett   11/20/09 

 Kay Krejci   11/20/09 

 Nancy Tyson   11/25/09 

 Leslie Bowers  11/27/09 

 Tony Roberson  11/28/09 

 Will Adams   11/28/09 

Ron & Thelma Valentine  
 11/01/1975 

 

Don & Lea Bissell        
 11/10/1950 

           

Russ & Colleen Terrill 
 11/11/1972 

 

Bob & Marge Heston  

11/22/1951 

We need names and addresses for members and friends that are unable to get out so that 
we can remember them during the holidays.  Please call the office or drop them off  as 
soon as possible. 
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Meet the New Members! 

On Sunday, October 25, we welcomed 5 new members and their families to our con-
gregation.  Here is a little bit about each of them.  They are also pictured below, so be 
sure to welcome them when you see them.   

Jim and Missy Mansfield live in Aurora 
Shores with their eleven year old twins; 
daughter, Kala and son, Rick.  Jim is a 
fifth grade math teacher at a charter 
school in Akron.  Missy is a computer da-
tabase and business consultant.  They 
are transferring their membership from 
the Burton Congregational Church. 

 

Claudia Lillibridge is married to Doug (just 
celebrated their 10 year anniversary), and 
they have lived in Twinsburg for eleven 
years. Claudia is a clinical research coor-
dinator for the Urology Department at 
University Hospitals Case Medical Center 
in Cleveland.  She is studying for her 
Masters Degree in Clinical Research.  
Hobbies include being active in commu-
nity theater, singing, playing Wii, figuring 
out Jumbles every Sunday, Cleveland 
Browns, and eating!!  Claudia and Doug 
have two cats, Lily and Cooper (who is 
23!!), and one pug named Snortisha, 
Snort for short. 

Scott and Megan Barr both grew up in the 
area. Scott grew up in Chagrin and 
Megan in Chesterland.  They have been 
married for 3 years and have a 10 month 
old son named Jackson.  They now reside 
in Ethan's Green in Twinsburg.  Megan is 
a teacher for the West Geauga Local 
Schools. Scott is a builder and is Vice-
President of Donald L. Barr and Com-
pany.  When looking for churches First 
Congregational Church seemed like a 
good fit for their family.  They enjoy 
spending time with family and 
friends.  Now-a-days they spend most of 
their time hanging out with Jackson and 
loving every minute of it! They are glad to 
be part of the First Congregational 
Church Family. 

Claudia Lillibridge  
The Mansfields 

Scott & Megan Barr were ill on this Sun-
day.  Their picture will be in the next 

newsletter. 
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NAMETAGS –Remember to put your name-
tags in the basket by the door from which you 
leave. There will be a make-up day for pic-
tures on Sunday, November 15.  If you need 
your picture taken, please plan on getting it 
taken on that Sunday. Your name badge will 
then be made from that picture.  If you would 
like a new picture, please plan on a re-take 
that day also. 

“From Jesus’ fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace.” John 1:16 

It’s God, Not the Economy! 

The Rev Paul Sadler, Sr., pastor of Mt. Zion 

Congregational, UCC, Cleveland, made a 

yet-echoing sermonic statement to our church 

several years ago. He took an empty bucket 

and dropped two pennies in it. Those two 

pennies made a lot of noise that day—not 

unlike the two fish and loaves in the gospel  

that fed the multitude. Rev. Sadler did this to 

illustrate the noise made by a lone woman 

who gave just two coins, but that was all she 

had. He underscored how the noise of that 

stewardship was noticed by Jesus in the midst 

of the parade of givers—she gave all she had. 

While others calculated due to the economy, 

she gave all she had! Was her offering market 

or faith-driven? Did she believe that God was 

broke, too? God said ―Let there be light‖ to a 

formless and void earth. Chaos became order 

from God’s three-word sermon, ―Let there 

be!‖ Let there be faith that God can and will 

supply our needs according to God’s riches in 

glory. Let us break the silence on steward-

ship! It’s God, not the economy! 

Rev. Ozzie Smith, Jr. 
Covenant UCC, South Holland, Illinois 

Published with support from Our Church’s Wider Mission by the Stew-

ardship and Church Finances Ministry for use in local churches of the 

United Church of Christ. 

“From Jesus’ fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace.” John 1:16 

There's Something Here You Can Give 

I have been to more than a few board meet-

ings lately where the economy dominates 

conversation--each meeting seems to want to 

send the hungry away from its called mission. 

There seems to be much kneejerk reaction to 

the economy, but little kneebent response to 

the economy. It seems that the Bible has been 

replaced by the budget. Has God run out of 

resources, too? Is God frightened by the mar-

ket? Did not God create both the bull and the 

bear? Did David not say in Psalm 23, ―The 

Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want?‖ Re-

member when Jesus fed a crowd with just 

five loaves of bread and two fish? Grace mul-

tiplies: grace upon grace. Yet it seems to me 

that we as a people of faith are missing the 

grace and have come to see the loaves and 

fishes as an insufficient snack. Do we see the 

fish and loaves as is or as if? Can we hear Je-

sus say, ―You give them something to eat‖? 

Jesus is making an as if statement—as if God 

is still able to do something, as if God is not 

broke! Have we allowed the as is of our times 

to tank our faith? There is still a leap of faith 

in that lunch of loaves and fishes and in these 

times. There is something here you can give! 

Jesus calls, as if we can still hear and, in faith, 

give them something to eat. 

Rev. Ozzie Smith, Jr. 
Covenant UCC, South Holland, Illinois 

Published with support from Our Church’s Wider Mission by the Stew-

ardship and Church Finances Ministry for use in local churches of the 

United Church of Christ. 

If you are interested in participating in the 

re-telling of the Christmas story on Christ-

mas eve, please sign up on the sheet in Fel-

lowship Hall.  If you have any questions, 

please see Chrissy Sterling. 
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November Schedules 

Lay Reader’s Schedule 

November  2009 

November 1— Donna Sudnick 

November 8—Rick Sheehan 

November 15—Tom Holzwarth 

November 22—Phil Weiss 

November 29—Melissa Schilling 

The families of the names in bold have  
Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should 

light the sticks and assist the acolytes.   

Please see the instruction sheet  

posted on the wall next to the sticks. 

Servers—November 2009 

      Judy Turk   Rich Bissell           

      Bonnie Williams    Stan Jewell   

Dan Richner  

Dave Schilling -  Bread  
 

Communion will be   

Sunday, November 1st this month 

Communion will be served in the 

Sanctuary and the library 

Children’s Sermon Schedule 

November 2009 

November 1— Joel Pietrantozzi 

November 8—Trustees 

November 15—Gayle Davet 

November 22—Terri Bissell 

November 29—Will Adams 

Acolyte Schedule - November 2009 

November 1— Melissa Schilling 

& Will Sheehan 

November 8—Todd Downer  

& Jared Verbic 

November 15—Jason Powell 

& Gordon Weiss 

November 22— Kyla Sokolowski 

& David Schilling 

November 29—Andrew Prentice  

& Brooke Dolfi 

If you are unable to serve as  

Lay Reader, Children’s Sermon,  

or Acolyte on  

your assigned week,  

please find a replacement and  
notify the church office of the 

change.  Thank you! 

Flower Schedule   

November 2009 

November 1— Richner & Bissell families 

November 8— The Sterling family 

November 15—Herrilko & Adams families 

November 22—Dorothy Bascombe  

November 29—Marge Adams 

Coffee Hour Schedule  

November 2009 

  November 1—Jim & Elsie, & Chloe  

  November 8—Vi Downor 

  November 15— 

  November 22— Christian Ed 

  November 29— 

Welcomers Schedule - November 2009 

November 1—Joyce Harney & Bev Hegedish     November 22 - Dave & Diane Powell 

November 8—Bonnie Williams        November 29 - Steve & Carol Doe 

November 15—Betty McKnight & Doris Turnbull 
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When you talk about accessibility to wor-
ship God freely without barriers, there is 
much more to consider than physical bar-
riers such as steps. To consider our 
church truly accessible, or at least as ac-
cessible as possible. there are other bar-
riers to consider.  Just a few examples 
might be, can a person unfamiliar with the 
church find a place to park or where to go 
for Sunday School?  Can a person with a 
hearing disability hear all parts of the wor-
ship service?  Can a person with a print 
disability either due to a vision impair-
ment or dyslexia follow along if they can't 
read the hymnal or bulletin? 
  

We are currently trying to look at all types 
of barriers within our church and to our 
services to see what needs to be done to 
truly be amore accessible church. Some 
of these solutions may be relatively inex-
pensive and easy to implement such as 
putting up a "additional parking in rear of 
church" sign or rearranging furniture so 
that a wheelchair could get through eas-
ier. Some corrections will take a bigger 
plan and strategies to raise the money to 
implement them.  First however we need 
to identify the issues and develop a com-
prehensive plan. 
  

You can help by giving your input on the 
accessibility surveys available on the ta-
ble in the Narthex and in Fellowship Hall. 
The completed surveys can be put in the 
baskets provided in the narthex or on the 
table by the office. Thanks for your help.  
 

Terri Bissell and Gail Herrilko 
Accessibility Committee 

From The Church Mouse 

This is such a good time for 
the year for a church mouse.  
It seems all you people do is 
eat, which is a good thing.  
The first pot luck was a suc-

cess as usual.  But then Gayle got me 
into a big group where we were put into 
groups for some kind of dinner.  That 
sounded good so I joined.  Now I’m part 
of the 2x4s or is it the 3x4s? The only 
problem is that when I’m hostess I don't 
think the others will fit into my house.  Not 
to worry, I have that whole big church 
kitchen.  (I also have my favorite hiding 
places there.) 
 

I’m anxious to hear Justin speak to the 
Women’s Fellowship about his trip out 
West.  You know I went with him so I’ll be 
able to help him if he forgets something.  
That’s on Monday, Nov. 2. Come and 
hear us. 
 

Congratulations are in order to the Seek-
ers for making their 400th prayer shawl  
Mine is practically worn out as it gets 
pretty cold in my church. So maybe 
Nancy, Chloe or Marge could get busy 
and make me another. 
 

I like when the choir gets together again.  
So happy to see Claudia and Tara sing-
ing.  I hear Tom is writing a script for the 
Christmas Story.  I surely hope he in-
cludes me in the play.  That would be fun. 
 

Well, I have to go and get my Halloween 
costume ready for the party.  I’m not go-
ing to tell what I’ll be wearing.  You’ll have 
to guess.  Maybe I’ll win the prize this 
year.  But if I don't there is always such 
good food to eat.  I understand they will 
be serving worms among other goodies.  
So come and join the fun. 

How Accessible is Your Church? 
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Message from the Moderator: 

Where has the time gone? Remember back in May when I said Thanksgiving was just around 

the corner? Well guess what, it's November. We have a lot to do before the end of the year, and 

the clock is still ticking. 
  

It's a good thing I think, if the clock were to stop we'd have to re-boot it, or change batteries, or 

wind it. Wind it, did I just date myself? I can remember watching my Nee Nee winding her 

Coo Coo, and resetting the weights. That was a long time ago and a lot has changed since 

those days. I look back on those days with fond memories, but I certainly wouldn't want to go 

back and re-live them. Life gives us enough challenges that living it once is enough. 
  

It's not an accident that I mention change, and my personal desire not to re-live the past. We, 

here, in our Congregation are facing change, and I firmly believe it's up to us to decide how do 

greet and deal with it, change that is.  
  

One might ask why things can't stay as they always have been. That answer is quite simple. 

Things have never stayed as they were. In the 1830's our Congregation became so divided over 

a single subject that we became two separate churches. The issue was resolved and the two be-

came one again, but only by agreeing to adhere to a passage in Corinthians, that women should 

keep silent in church. Somehow I don't think that philosophy would work today. 
  

With a very few exceptions we are operating our church on a model from someplace in the 

1950's or 60's. Maybe it's time to revisit our organization and operating modalities and see if 

we can't get ourselves up into the late 20th century. After all, who amongst us wants to live 

without cell phones or the Internet, as annoying as these modern day phenomenons are, we 

have come to embrace them, and depend on them.   
  

So lets all keep an open mind. We are going to hear and sing new music, sometimes from new 

hymnals. We are going to explore new ways to worship our Creator and Redeemer. We are go-

ing to find new ways to welcome new members into our church family. Not just because we 

need new members to help us on our journey, but because we have a message and gifts to share 

with folks who are searching for a place to belong.  
  

Now just one last thing. You may be tempted to ask, what changes, and how and when. Well, I 

don't know. I only know change is on the horizon, and we are going to be part of it, and I think 

we will enjoy it. I'll admit this is certainly bold talk for a man who lives in the same house 

where his grandfather grew up, but I have experienced my share of change. Some of it was 

even fun, and what we have in front of us is going to be a riot. 
  

By the way, the one issue that tore us in two was temperance. 

 

God's love to you 

clousseau  
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