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Message from the Pastor: 

LENT ï A FAMILY TRADITION  

Observing Lent was a family practice. As early as I can remember, on 

Wednesday nights, I was in sanctuary pews with my sister and Ogg and 

Muhlenpoh, our babysitters. Yes, my sister and I had two sitters. It wasnôt be-

cause we were naughty. They just liked being with us, both of them with both 

of usðthe very old and the very youngðsisters we were. Every week we sat 

together. Of course, we were with them on Sunday mornings too in the same 

pew, and often during the week, at their house, when Mom and Dad were at 

church for meetings. (Dad was the pastor and Mom sang in the choirðboth 

up frontðno room for kids.) 

I didnôt mind all that time at church. I never felt I was missing something in 

being there, except during Lent. Thatôs when we were supposed to miss some-

thing. In addition to being in worship twice every week, plus the Holy Week 

services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, my family would ñgive upò 

something during Lent to help us remember Jesus who ñgave upò his life for 

us. Somehow it seemed the least we could do, that is, giving up candy or ice 

cream for six weeks compared to Jesusô sacrifice. 

These childhood experiences are part of my faith formation. This family prac-

tice was a routine which became rich with meanings, emerging over time. It 

became a ritual and was one of the faith gifts my family gave me. And my 

family was my mother and father and sister, my brother and also Ogg and 

Muhlenpoh, and the church choir, and all those others saints who sat in the 

pews surrounding us with their love and their songs and their hope. It was a 

ritual that bore life as we moved toward Good Friday and Easter. 

I am not suggesting that we return to the way things used to be. But I do be-

lieve we crave simple practices or routines that have the potential to become 

rituals that both bear and bare the meaning of our lives and faith, even when 

we are least able to speak it. 

This Lent may be a time to begin a new practice or ritual. For some of us that 

could mean eating dinner together again, and then reading from a devotional 

booklet with scripture and prayer. LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are 

available. These are provided through the Benevolence Committee and of-

fered as an additional resource in living through these Lenten days.  From 

Death to Life: Forty Questions for Lent-Meditations from the Writings of Fre-

derick Buechner can be found on the table in the narthex or on the table next 

to the kitchen.  The Benevolence Committee is also suggesting a fast once a 

week and giving the money for that meal toward a special mission. Lent be-

gins Ash Wednesday, February 25. 

TEN NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED INTO FELLOWSHIP FEBRUARY 22 

Continued on page 2 
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Effective March 1, 2009 our Altar Flower Orders will be handled differently 

than in the past.  If you wish to order altar flower in memory of someone, for a 

special day or birthday, or for any reason, you will contact the office with the 

date you wish to reserve.  You need to pay the $25 fee for the flowers when 

you place your order.  The price includes the flowers plus the delivery fee.  

The check should be made payable to Womenôs Fellowship. As this new proc-

ess is put into place, we will also provide a person once a month following 

worship where you can sign up and pay for flowers.  If you wish flowers any-

time after March 1, you will need to contact the office and send your payment to validate your 

order.  If you have already signed up for flowers, please be sure that you send your payment.  

Emails will be sent to remind you that payment needs to be made.  If you have previously or-

dered flowers and have forgotten to pay for them, it is not too late to do so. If you have any 

questions, please see Lea Bissell or leave a message with the office. 

New Altar Flower Policy 

TEN NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED INTO FELLOWSHIP FEBRUARY 22  

 What a joy it was to receive ten people into church membership! You will find a paragraph 

about our newest members on pages 4&5 of this newsletter. 
 

ROLLER SKATING  

March 15 ï Christian Family Roller Skating ï 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

$8.00 admission; skate rental; pizza and pop ï Solon U.C.C. church sponsoring this at Chagrin 

Valley Roller Rink. Please call the church office if you plan to attend. 
 

MARCH 25 ï Guest Presenter from Western Reserve Association , Charlene Smith, will be 

with us at the next Church Council meeting to introduce a process for our developing a VI-

SION  and MISSION STATEMENT for First Congregational Church.  What direction are we 

going or being called to and what holds us together? These past months, Stewardship has of-

fered a focus in a Ministry of Hospitality. This needs to be an on-going ñway of lifeò here.  But 

it is not the same as a mission statement. 

A MISSION STATEMENT/PURPOSE: is comprehensive ïIt is the reason we existðIt de-

scribes the intent for witness or ministry; It is understandable ïbrief and direct; It recognizes 

our context for mission and how we are different from other similar organizations; It is consis-

tent with our  faith values, teachings and practiceðe.g. ñTo make disciples of Jesus Christò 

CORE VALUES: What is the driving force for what we do? What influences decisions? What 

is the ñdriving passionò here? 

VISION : is a clear, shared compelling picture of desired future. It includes the direction ï 

where we are going-what motivates, captures the imagination and energy of congregation. 
 

Blessing, Kay Krejci 

Message from the Pastor: contd 

Installation Service 

There will be an installation service on Sunday, March 1 for all newly appointed committee 

members and council members.  If you are in that category, please be sure to attend. 
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LENTEN FAST - For those who are medically able, the Benevolence Committee is advocat-

ing fasting one meal a week during Lent.  The purpose of the fast is two fold: (1) while recog-

nizing our blessings, to raise awareness of hunger and activating that awareness by giving the 

cost of the meal fasted to the Emergency Center** or giving that amount to a hunger center of 

your choice. 

 (2) Spend the fasted time in meditation and prayer perhaps using the Lenten Devotional Guide 

(available in the church narthex or Fellowship Hall). 
 

AID FOR FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH - With the current financial crisis, there is a need 

for extra funding for this fund through which Rev. Kay/church office, on behalf of the congre-

gation, are able to respond to temporary financial needs of friends/members of the church.  

**Although these gifts are directed through Benevolence funds, complete confidentiality is 

given to those receiving the help. 
 

PRAYER CALENDAR - The prayer calendar in the weekly worship folder not only provides 

an opportunity for church members/friends to reach out in prayer but to learn about the out-

reach of other churches and how the Christians are at work throughout the world. 
 

WALK -RUN AT CLEVELAND ZOO - In the planning stages by the Youth Group and the 

Benevolence Committee is participation in the Cleveland Christian Home annual run/walk at 

the Cleveland Zoo.  The event is scheduled for Saturday morning, April 11 (the Saturday be-

fore Easter).  Watch for more information.  As the time draws nearer, **monetary gifts sup-

porting this event will be gratefully accepted. 
 

**PLEASE NOTE:  As always, any of these financial gifts may be given through the worship 

service offerings.  Just note your name and where you want the funds directed 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY - Thanks for the support of the annual Blanket + Sunday activities: 

 ïto the Knitwitters a sample of whose dedicated hand-work decorated the front of the sanctu-

ary on Blanket Sunday. 

ïto the Seekers who have now given away more than 350 prayer shawls some of which were 

worn during worship on Blanket Sunday. 

ïto Rev. Kay, Will Adams, and Kathy Lessman for the extra efforts on behalf of the Blanket+ 

Program. 

ïto all who gave monetary gifts which are used by Church World Service to provide blankets 

and tools throughout the world (including the U.S.) following disasters wherever needed.  The 

final amount given will be noted on the Benevolence Bulletin Board when available. 

Womenôs Fellowship 

 luncheon and meeting  

Thursday, March 5, 2009 

12:00 Noon Pot Luck luncheon 

 Bring food to share and table service 

Evening Womenôs Fellowship 

 will meet on   

Monday, March 2, 2009 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 Everyone is welcome to join us! 
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The Benevolence Committee is sponsoring this 

monthôs Soup Supper, which will be held on March 

12 at 6 p.m. prior to the March Church Council 

meeting.    All are invited to join in this time of fel-

lowship. 

Church World Service School Kits are given to children in impoverished schools, refugee 

camps, or other difficult settings to provide them with some of the basic tools for learning.  

Supporting the efforts of Church Women United, the Benevolence Committee has designated 

March as ñSchool Supply Kit Monthò at our church.  A collection box will be provided in the 

church narthex to collect the items.  The specific list of supplies recommended for these kits 

are: 

--blunt scissors (rounded tips) 

--70 count spiral or tape-bound pads of 8òX10 İò ruled paper (Please no loose-leaf or filler pa-

per) 

--30 centimeter ruler (12ò) 

--Hand-held pencil sharpener 

--Large eraser 

--New pencils with erasers 

--box of 24 count crayons (just this size please) 

--**12òX14òX16ò  finished size cotton cloth bag with cloth handles. 
 

**For any of our sewers who want to contribute the cloth bags, instructions for making the 

bags are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  Finished bags may be placed in the 

collection box.  Thank you! 

Church World Services 

School Supply Kits 

World Day of Prayer Service 

Friday, March 6 

First Congregational Church 

Of Hudson 

On the Square 

Hudson, Ohio 

Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m. 

Service begins at 10:00 a.m. 

Sponsored by  

Church Women United 

 

ñIn Christ there are many 

Members, yet one body.ò 

The focus this year will be on the 

Women of New Guinea 
 

Any questions, please see Marge Roberts 

Pancake  
Breakfast  

March 8, 2009  
 

 
 

Serving will begin at 9:00 am  
until worship begins,  

then will resume again after  
worship until 1:00 pm  

 

Sponsored by the Boy Scouts  
In appreciation of the church.  

 

There is no charge for this  
breakfast, however, donations  

will be cheerfully accepted.  
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Meet the New Members!  

On Sunday, February 15, we welcomed 10 new members to our congregation.  Here 
is a little bit about each of them.  They are also pictured below, so be sure to welcome 
them when you see them.  See the picture on the next page. 

Kevin Artl & C. C. Halloran ðWe first 
approached this church because we were 
looking for a place to get married. Of all 
the churches we visited, this was the only 
one where a member of the clergy actu-
ally sat down to talk with us on our first 
visit.  This was different and refreshing.  
Kay talked with us for a little while and it 
occurred to us that this is somewhere we 
could plant our "faithful" feet in addition to 
getting married. We attended a service, 
continued to develop a relationship with 
Kay, and ultimately decided to join.  C.C. 
is a Board Certified Emergency Physician 
and Kevin is a freelance graphic de-
signer, business and marketing consult-
ant. Kevin's hobbies include pro-
wrestling, mixed martial arts and politics. 
C.C.'s hobbies include travel, theater, and 
needle pointing. We will be getting mar-
ried here on April 25, 2009 and we are 
both excited to start our lives together. 

George & Bess Ficken ðGeorge is a re-
tired physics professor from CSU; Bess is 
a retired secretary and assistant chaplain 
from University Hospitals of Cleveland.  
They have 4 children and 4 grandchil-
dren.  A daughter and husband live in 
Washington D.C. and all the others live in 
the Cleveland Area. They were both bap-
tized, confirmed, and raised as Lutherans, 
but are currently members of a United 
Methodist church in Cleveland heights.  
We began attending First Congregational 
Church in the summer of 2007 after mov-
ing to Arbor Glen Apartments in May 
2007. After retiring in 1993, George 
walked dogs at the APL in Cleveland for 
10 years and tended a large aquarium at 
the Wade Park VA hospital for 11-1/2 
years.  Bess trained to be a Stephen min-
ister and a Eucharist minister after retiring 
in 1995. 

Lisa Downor ðLisa has been attending 
the church for several years.  She is mar-
ried to Todd Downor, son of Vi and Ray-
mond Downor.  She has 2 children, Todd, 
Jr. and Zoey.  She is in charge of Wiggle 
Church and is currently serving on the 
Christian Education Committee. 
 

Aaron Mayer ðAaron is married to Lisa 
Mayer and has been attending with her.  
They have 3 children, Oliver, Adeline and 
Josephine.  He is the son in law of Gail 
and Rick Herrilko.  He is currently serving 
as a Deacon. 

Bruce Krejci  has worked in several ser-
vice careers. His best memories are his 
years as teacher assistant for secondary 
orthopedic special education school in St. 
Louis County.  In Green Bay, Bruce drove 
special education buses for Green Bay 
School District and worked part-time as 
Building and Maintenance Supervisor for 
a church based group, Ecumenical Part-
nership for Housing . Bruce is married to 
Kay Krejci and they have two adult 
daughters. Sarah lives in Twinsburg and 
Anna lives in Portage Wisconsin. 
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Bob Grunewald  is a retired United Church of Christ pastor. He was born in Norwood 
Ohio and grew up in parsonages in Ohio and Pennsylvania . His father and grandfa-
ther were also clergy. Bob served churches in Fairborn, Reading and Canton, Ohio 
and Wyandotte, Michigan. Upon retiring, he served as Interim Minister for churches in 
the St. Louis area. Bob is an avid fan of softball/baseball games. Bobôs daughter is 
Kay Krejci. 

Russ Griffin/Peggy Davis -Griffin - Russ and Peggy were married and moved to 
Twinsburg 5 years ago.  They are the parents of seven children and the grandparents 
of three lively grandchildren. Russ works for the Treasury Department at the Federal 
Building in downtown Cleveland.  Peggy is retired now but previously worked at the 
UCC Headquarters for Wider Church Ministries.   Peggyôs supervisor was missionary 
Ana Gobledale who spoke here at First Congregational and gifted the church with the 
Zimbabwe wall hanging located next to Kathyôs office. Small world!  Russ and Peggy 
enjoy anything thatôs fun which includes family gatherings; reading; movies; live thea-
tre; concerts; walking and holding hands doing nothing in particular. Russ is hoping to 
play FCC softball and golfing.  Peggy loves antiquing and home tours.  After a year 
long search, both are delighted to be new members and part of the FCC family for 
many years to come. 

Meet the New Members!  
continued  

Back RowðBruce Krejci, George Ficken, Aaron Mayer, Bob Grunewald, C. C. Hal-
loran, Kevin Artl ; Front Row-Rev. Kay Krejci, Bess Ficken, Lisa Downor, Peggy Davis-
Griffin, Russ Griffin 


