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Message from the Pastor: 

Summertime has arrived! Both summer and time are Godôs gifts to us. Rather 
than trying to ñkeep timeò, my prayer for us at First Congregational Church is 
that we can share our summer and  time with God and one another. 
We are off to a great start with Vacation Bible School! Debbie Dolfi has di-
rected us in an immensely energetic and exuberant expression of Christian faith. 
Children and VBS staff heard the stories of some of our faith ancestors, heard 
from our ñtodayò community servants about the ways we help each other, and 
then chose to serve through our mission project (filling backpacks for children 
in Twinsburg schools). You may see ñfeetò around the church with names and 
the ways serving happened. Read more about this experience later in this news-
letter. 
Children and Summer Worship ï Children (all ages) are welcome in worship. 
As Christôs faith community, we are called to appreciate and welcome visitors. 
May we extend this same enthusiastic welcome toward our children in worship.  
Throughout the summer, there is the childrenôs sermon. In addition,  the Chris-
tian Education Committee is making available a ñbasketò of items of interest for 
children to select and use in the pews.  We are grateful to Andrea Bennett who 
continues to staff the nursery for young children from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
We promise our children in their baptism to include them in experiencing the 
joy and meaning of worship within the congregation.  It is good for all of us to 
be in their presence and to share time and worship together. Parents and older 
church friends can help children find the pages in the hymnal, learn how to sing/
read the lines of a hymn. Encourage children to ñhymn humò. For those begin-
ning to read, point to the words being read, for example during scripture read-
ing.  Help children find the pages in the pew Bibles as scripture is read.  Parents 
are welcome to sit close to the front of the sanctuary with children so that they 
can see. Itôs ñOKò to leave worship as needs arise.  As you arrive, look for 
things that may distinguish this worship experience. For instance, is the altar 
prepared for Communion? Is there water set out for a baptism?  Has the altar or 
pulpit color changed? Children might hold the Sunday bulletin, checking off the 
each part of the worship service as we go. 
I am convinced that the Spirit of God is alive in our children and we miss some-
thing wonderfully engaging and energizing when our children are not with us. 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; 
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indig-
nant and said to them,, ñLet the little children come to me; do not stop them; for 
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.ò Mark 
10:13-16 
 

Blessings 
Kay Krejci 
 
Continued on Page 3 
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FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY...  

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT - $1,000 

was forwarded to ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING following this yearôs annual spe-

cial offering.  This may not seem like a lot but 

when added to the gifts from other churches 

will reach out and touch many lives through-

out the world.  The complete financial be-

nevolence records are posted on the benevo-

lence bulletin board in the downstairs hallway. 
 

AID FOR FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH ï 

A few years ago, the Benevolence Committee 

established a small ongoing fund for the pur-

pose of having funds available immediately if 

special needs arise for members and or friends 

of the church.  Cash is not given directly but 

disbursement is made, for example, through 

grocery cards or a check payable to a utility 

company. Disbursements are handled though 

the church office in a very confidential man-

ner.  Committee members are unaware to 

whom help is given but strive to keep a bal-

ance in this fund as with monies available 

through YOUR non-directed gifts to Mission/

Benevolence.  Directed gifts to this fund are 

always welcome. 
 

DONATIONS FOR THE EMERGENCY 

CENTER ï Since business/corporation dona-

tions to the center are down during this eco-

nomic period, the Center is very grateful for 

and in need of the variety of non-perishable 

food items at the center provided through do-

nations at First Congregational Church.  The 

need is much greater during the summer when 

children are home from school.  A reminder 

that the Center, although located in Mace-

donia, serves all of northern Summit County 

including many families from Twinsburg.   

Monetary donations are also essential and 

may be directed through your church giving 

by noting so on your giving envelope. 

Over 380 prayer shawls have now been given 

away through the prayer shawl ministry with 

shawls recently given to our high school 

graduates.  This small group of ladies contin-

ues to meet on the 2nd and 4th. Mondays of 

each month from 7 to 8 p.m.  The shawls can 

be crocheted or knitted and eager hands are 

always willing to teach anyone wanting to be 

part of this ministry. 

Our church library is fortunate to have a fairly 
large collection of bible reference books.  
This summer might be a good time to learn 
more about the bible by spending some time 
with one of these books, which will be fea-
tured on the library cart.  Some examples of 
available Bible reference books includes: 
BIBLE TRIVIA  by Stephen Lane.  Test your-
self with some of the over 4500 questions and 
answers in this book. 
JUMBO BIBLE CROSSWORDS ï For the 
crossword lover, there are more than 200 
crosswords with clues taken from the Bible 
and interspersed with contemporary answers. 
FAVORITE PSALMS ï Compiled by John 
Stott, this book helps you come to know God 
better by looking at dozens of the most be-
loved psalms. 
BIBLE LANDS is an ñEyewitness Bookò 
though which one can discover the story of 
the Holy Land, its geography history and the 
ancient civilization of its people. 
IôVE HEARD THAT ALL MY LIFE ï Over 
150 familiar expressions that are part of our 
everyday conversation have their source and 
background in the Bible. 
WHO WAS WHO IN THE BIBLE ï from 
Adam to Zurishaddai, over 3500 people are 
referred to in this easy-to-use, fun-to-read 
ñwhoôs whoò of men and women in the Bible. 
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On August 15th & 16th I 

will be doing my an-

nual 75 mile per day 

bicycle ride.  This year 

there will be a slight 

change.  Rather than riding from the Cuya-

hoga County Fairgrounds we ride from the 

Polaris Career Center in Middleburg Heights, 

on Saturday, to Sandusky High School, near 

the entrance to Cedar Point and back on Sun-

day for still a two day 150 mile event.  Pedal 

to the Point is a National MS Society major 

fundraiser. Over 2,000 bicyclists participate in 

this annual event over the two days. 
 

The goal of this event is to raise funds to fight 

the unpredictable effects and hopefully find a 

cure for this disabling disease.  MS is a prime 

of life disease mainly striking people between 

the ages of 20 and 50. 
 

This year, again, and as in the past my ride is 

dedicated to John Towslee in particular and 

any of our friends and neighbors afflicted 

with MS.  John still assures me that he en-

dorses the MS Societyôs efforts for this event 

and is a loyal supporter of my ride. 
 

I realize that there seems to be unending re-

quests such as this, all for very worthwhile 

causes, but if anyone is willing to help by be-

ing one of the sponsors for my ride it will be 

greatly appreciated. Any amount would be 

very helpful. Please make your tax deductible 

checks payable directly to National MS Soci-

ety and give them to Mary Lou or myself.   
 

In closing I want to sincerely thank every-

one for your support both monetarily and 

spiritually for my past years rides. 

 

Dick Sheller 

2009 Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 

150 Pedal to the Point Knitwitter Update 
To Metro Health - NICU: 

Blankets  -  219 Year to Date 
 Hats - 176 Year to Date 

Pairs of Booties   -  27 Year to Date 
Sweaters - 25 Year to Date 

Toys - 9 Year to Date 
 

To Hospice of Western Reserve:  
Lap Robes - 73 Year to Date 

Bed Socks - 13 
 

To Dr. Shaw for Akron Babies  
& Childrenôs Hospital: 

Blankets - 57 Year to Date 
Hats - 50 Year to Date 

 

Blessings of Summit &  
Portage Counties  

Crocheted Blankets - 8 
Tied Quilts - 12 

Sweaters - 3 

(Contôd from Page 1) 
Rev. Jill Harkins Goodman will be our guest 
preacher July 12 and will also be the pastor 
ñon callò if needed.  I will be visiting family 
in St. Louis July 10-11-12, returning July 13. 
Rev. Jill lives in Twinsburg and has served 
the Bainbridge Community United Church of 
Christ as pastor until May 2007. Jill is mar-
ried to Eric Goodman and they have one 
daughter, Abby, and are expecting another 
child soon. Rev. Jill has served the Western 
Reserve Association as chair of the CUE 
(Chicago, United, Eden seminaries) Working 
Group and as chair of the Stewardship Minis-
try Team. 
A more personal note: Jill has been a family 
friend since Jill and our daughter, Sarah, were 
in pre-school. When Sarah moved to Twins-
burg, Jill was already serving the Bainbridge 
church. Sarah became an active member there 
and continues so to this day. Sarah will marry 
Michael Popovic  at Bainbridge UCC on Au-
gust 1.     Kay 
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This summer we had an action-packed week of mu-
sic, stories, games, crafts, kid-friendly activities and 
adventures on the Studio GO! Game Show Vaca-
tion Bible School ! The show began Monday, June 
15, continued through Friday, June 19, 2009 and ran 
from 6:00 to 8:30 PM EST each day.  The goal of VBS 

this year was to change the hearts and impact the lives of children while having a 
whole lot of fun!  16  full-time and 5 part-time kids discovered stories of Bible people 
who decided to team up with God and GO! for it! They accepted daily challenges to 
GO! make a difference, they completed individual acts of service at home, they met 
real-life servants, participated with friends in service projects, and used their Serving 
Feet to GO! serve in the community. The kids were taught to GO! Lead, GO! Risk, 
GO! Tell, GO! Obey, and GO! Serve . Everyone took home the promise that God is 
with him or her wherever they GO!  Joshua 1:9  (New International Version) ò9 Have 
I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be dis-
couraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."  

Like last year, Studio GO! Game Show was not your typical Vacation Bible 
School (VBS)!  It was all about service .  Because this yearôs VBS mission theme cen-
tered on serving others, we partnered with the Twinsburg City School District by col-
lecting back packs and basic school supplies to be distributed to the local schoolsô 
Guidance Counselors to aid area students who may be in need of additional assis-
tance with these items this year.  We also asked each family to help us help others 
with donations of backpack and school supplies.  In addition to backpacks, some of 
the school supplies that we collected included the following:  crayons; glue sticks; 
bottled glue; yellow #2 pencils; plastic rulers; blunt -tip scissors; plastic-coated 2-
pocket folders; wide-lined filler paper; folders; pronged, 2 -pocket; spiral notebooks, 
70 pages; three-ring binders; red, blue & black ink pens; hand -held pencil sharpen-
ers; and pink erasers.  The Christian Education Committee donated decorated pencil 
pouches, pencils, hand-held pencil sharpeners, pencil-top erasers, and ósquishy grips.ô  
Thank you for helping our church and our school system show Godôs love and help to 
those need.   

In addition to our mission, we were incredibly blessed to have folks from our 
congregation and the surrounding community speak to the kids each day about their 
acts of service and included the following:  Carol Zenisek, Prayer Shawl Ministry; Ken 
Roddie, The VFW; Katie Lipinsky, The Twinsburg Public Library Summer Reading Pro-
gram; and Bobby Davet, Tri-C Fire Training Program.   
 Friends and family helped us celebrate at a Backstage Picnic on Friday, June 19, 
2009 at 7:00 pm.   After enjoying pizza along with finger foods and deserts, Friday 
wrapped up with an awards ceremony and the final daily, as well as weekly, recap!  At 
this time, the kids performed their VBS program in the sanctuary for their family and 
friends.           (continued on next page)  
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 Finally, we celebrated Jesusô love together in worship during service on Sunday, 
June 21, 2009 at 9:30 am when the children performed their VBS program for the 
congregation!  We invited families to check out this as well as other opportunities at 
The First Congregational Church of Twinsburg, and to come worship with us any time!   
   Lastly, I would like to, once again, humbly thank each and every one of the 
speakers, volunteers, and the entire congregation who contributed in any way to VBS 
by so generously volunteering your time, talents, resources, donations, and spiritual 
gifts to and for participating in the 2009 Studio GO! Game Show Vacation Bible 

School.   This year, we were able to discover many previously hidden talents , wel-
come new folks into our VBS family, and open our eyes to many new ideas we never 
thought possible.  Thank you ~ my eyes are now wide open!  May God continue to 
bless you as you have blessed us.   
 

So get ready, get set... let's GO! 

Debbie  

Debbie Dolfi   
Studio GO! Game Show  2009 VBS Director 
 

Finally, I'd personally like to acknowledge this year's Studio GO! Game Show VBS 
Crew: 
Andrea Bennett   The Congregation of FCC 
Lori Bensie (Merry Melody) The Christian Ed Committee 
Kayla Bensie   The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Ariel Bissell    Twinsburg Public Library 
Ashley Bissell   VFW    Twinsburg Fire Department 
Terri Bissell    Tri-C Fire Training Program 
Bobby Davet   Bob & Gayle Davet Carol Doe   
Troy, Brooke & Olivia Dolfi  Lisa Downor  TJ Downor (& His Friend Alex) 
Bruce Krejci   Reverend Kay Krejci (As Herself) 
Stacy Koller   Kathy Lessman (Happy Harmony) 
Julie Miller    Madison Miller  Dottie Oliver (Wanda Winalot)
Ashley Pratt   Cassie Pietrantozzi Ken Roddie  
Judy Richner   Melissa Schilling  Tara Schilling  
Joey Schultz   Caitlin Sheehan  Dave Murch 
Denice Sheehan (Professor Wordsmart)  Rick Sheehan (Asst. Coach Legstrong) 
Gary Smith (Coach Armstrong)    Chrissy Sterling    
Vivian Weiss   Doug Verbic  Carol Zenisek  
      

**Please be on the look out for the 2009 Studio GO! Game Show Vacation Bible 
School scrapbook in Fellowship Hall for all to view.   This is my gift to you ~ Enjoy!  
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Brianna Pratt, Commonwealth Cow 
 & Dottie Oliver (Wanda Winalot)  

Lori Bensie (Merry 
Melody) leads the 

group in song 

Chrissy gets Morgan 
ready to aim & fire 
the water balloon!   

Denice Sheehan 
(Professor Words-

mart), Morgan, Kala, 
Coach Armstrong, & 
Dottie Oliver (Wanda 

Winalot) 


