| Message from the Pastor: I

m "And so you did on January 11. It was a cold and snowy day but many of
7= ~ “you braved the weather to come back to church that afternoon for the
@\ [m\z_ Installation. | am grateful to all of you. Thank you to the Does and Ken
Volume 55 IssueRoddie and Bruce Krejci for clearing the walks and steps. The flowers

THETOWER \vere beautiful. Gayle Davet, Gail and Rick Herrilko, and Bonnie Wil-
liams arranged the reception that followed. Members of the Search
Committee participated in the service: Ron Valentine calling us to wor-

ship, Ariel Bi ssel |l of fering the

| PLUGGED IN
>\ When her granddaughter, Marissa, asked Gail Herrilko what
m//Z/ Al nstallation of a pastoro meant

i ng Athe chargeo to the congregat

prayers of the people. Chrissy Sterling (Music/ Choir Director), Sarah
Chen (organist) and the Adult Choir led us in music and song. Associa-
tion clergy, Curt Ackley, Donna Brooks, and Joan Ishibashi officiated in
the Installation. Though weather prevented her being here, the Rev. Jill
HarkinscGood man sent her Achargeo to

especially grateful to the church for making possible the presence of
friend, colleague, and mentor, the Rev. Jan Davis as preacher for this
event. And thank you, Kat hy Less
that goes on for such an event, mailings, a lengthy bulletin and coordi-
nation of cleaning. And thank you, Marge Roberts, for all the pictures.

Then last Saturday evening, we invited the UCC churches from Solon
and Bainbridge for a spaghetti dinner. Lea Bissell gave a brief history
of our church in the sanctuary. Then we moved to Fellowship Hall for
dinner. The hall was pleasantly crammed with people (all ages). Food
was good. Fellowship was even better and the consensus is we want to
continue such gatherings among these churches. Will Adams and Carol
Zenisek have been meeting with others from these two churches. They
have been having such a good time that they thought they should share
this with the rest of us.

February 2009

We are invited to Solon Community Church UCC for
WHAT: a Lenten Mini Retreat on Prayer and Spiritual Growth.

Leader: Judy Bagley-Bonner, pastor at Bainbridge Comm.UCC
WHEN: Saturday, February 28 from 9:00 a.m. 7 2:00 p.m.
WHERE: Solon Community Church Fireside Room
HOW: Sign up at the table in Fellowship Hall by February 23. Please
indicate if you will bring a crock of soup (plug in crock pots, please),
salad or rolls for the pot luck lunch.
WHY: To fAiget back to basicso and
ship with God.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE INAUGURATION

We have been t et otphoe oa smoManrttaiinn Lut her King
seen and felt what it is to come together ina shared hopedt o be caught wup
dacity to hoped as Bar ack &Pesidantdf the United u g L
States of America. The hope is yet to be more fully defined. But we know it has to do

with accessd everyone having access to what is needed, not only to survive, but to

enjoy an abundance of life. Access, whether we yearn to be in the sanctuary with the
whole congregation for worship, or need adequate food sources and or health care for

our family and ourselves, is necessary for abundant life. We have hope that the world

might discover a way, other than violence, to address the barriers to that abundant

life. We have a hope that the power for life is stronger than the power of death.

We begin this new year in the life of First Congregational Church of Twinsburg United
Church of Christ with hoped a hope that is beyond our individual likes and dislikesd a
hope that is grounded in the knowledge and wisdom that God is in charged a hope
that celebrates that Jesus the Christ is at the center of all relationships and thingsd a
hope that binds us in solidarity with al/l

Thatos the really BI G HOPE! And most of o
it is the big hope that keeps us going. Some years ago, John Westerhoff Il and Caro-

lyn Hughes co-authored On  t he Thr eshol d InoHe ch@med &eod F u t
News, we are reminded that Godo6s future con

to bring 1t in, only abide in 1 téThe futu
| i evabl e griefo. Our faithful r es p oontlsae i
threshold. God gives us the power to live there through Jesus Christ. Our challenge,

our mission is to name the ways we fnabi de

What does that look like for us at First Congregational Church of Twinsburg U.C.C.?

Blessings, Kay Krejci

From the Church Library. . .

HANDYMAN NEEADEKDNMé& | dés ol d school desk has
library. It needs a little TLC and to be cleaned up. A volunteer who enjoys restoration an
who would be willing to tackle this project for the library would be greatly appreeiptstlet
Kathy know in the church office.

WI NTER NI @QHT®é& d time to spend wits N wa
will find several fiction and mystery series in the church library. They will be

tured on the library cart during February. A reminder that the ebetkolicy is

just to take the book, enjoy it, ameturn the book to the library. To remind you

that the books are part of the library collection, a label is on the cover of each book.
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Benevolence

% 4 BLANKET SUNDAY will be observed at First Congregational -
‘] February 15 and the congregation has an opportunity to parti g3
& in three ways:

A Those friends/members of the congregation who have rec
prayer shawls from the Seekers are encouraged to wear the @&
ing worship that Sunday. b———1
A Bring in new or very gently used blankets and bedding Wy
will be distributed locally through the North Summit County En
gency Center. .

A Monetary donations to the Church World Serviglankets (*formerly called Tools and
Blankets program) for which giving envelopes will be in the pew racks on February ¢
through February 22. Through this program, our church joins 8000 other congregations a
groups across the U.S. to help people in some 8 nations, including the U.S. The right tc
at the right time can make a world of difference in the lives of children and families face
with an emergency or struggling to keep food on the table. The-pusfiose CWS blan-
ket (see the sample in the sanctuary) is often the only source of protection and warmth a
wrap, tent, or bed for thousands of people facing the elements due to poverty and or natu
disaster.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the congregation for your support of the church through the
Benevolence Committee. Please review Benevolence Committee financial report in t
Church annual report to see how YOUR gifts were disbursed. Despite tight money time
YOU have been very generous in mission outreach through the Benevolence funds.

LENTEN FAST - As the season of Lent approaches, the Benevolence Committee again su
gests for those who are able to fast j usHi
i nto a fAgiving ofo mission not only with
an extra gift of food for the Emergency Center or a monetary gift for a hunger center. As &
ways, the notperishable food items may be place in the container in the hall by the churcl
kitchen.

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE PROGRAM 1 The Benevolence Committee is in the proc-
ess of investigating how our church can support the UCC Coffee Project, which will allow u
to join hands with communities in the developing world as we buy coffee that is fairly tradec
Through this project, farmers and their families gain more control over their lives, earn a faire
share of income, have access to credit and technical support, and gain a trading partner t
can trust, a fair trade organization called Equal Exchange.
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Saturday, February 7, 2009
Christ the King Lutheran Church

10285 Ravenna Rd.

Twinsburg, OH 44097

3304257377
Date: Saturday, February 7, 2009
Time: 8:00 AM (Begins with breakfast) until 6:00 PM
Where: Christ The King Lutheran Church in Twinsburg
What to bring: Bible, mug, food to share and a friend!

The retreat starts with a praise service at 9:00AM. We will then have a time of study, singing

activities, sharing, and fooény questions, please see Marge Roberts!

Women's Fellowship News . . .

Womends Fell owshi
and meeting
Thursday, February 5, 2009

12:00 Noon Pot Luck luncheon

Bring food to share and table service

p luncheon
Evening Womenos

Monday, February 2, 2009
7:00 p.m.d Fellowship Hall

Fel

Sunday, February 8 is Scout Sunday.

The scouts will be participating in the service.

They hold their meetings at the church on Tuesday evenings. Below is the Scout Law.
Please remember to thank the scouts for their outstanding service.

[ ON MY HONOR.
WILL DO MY BEST

Trustworthy & A Scout tells the
truth. He keeps his promises.
Honesty is part of his code of
conduct. People can depend on
him
Loyal & A Scout is true to his
| family, Scout leaders, friends,
school, and nation.
¢ Helpful 8 A Scout is concerned
about other people. He does
things willingly for others without pay or reward.
Friendly & A Scout is a friend to all. He is a brother to
other Scouts. He seeks to understand others. He re-
spects those with ideas and customs other than his
own.
Courteous 0 A Scout is polite to everyone regardless
of age or position. He knows good manners make it
easier for people to get along together.
Kind & A Scout understands there is strength in be-
ing gentle. He treats others as he wants to be
treated. He does not hurt or kill harmless things with-
out reason.

PHYSIC /A
| MENT{

Obedient d A Scout follows the rules of his family,
school, and troop. He obeys the laws of his commu-
nity and country. If he thinks these rules and laws are
unfair, he tries to have them changed in an orderly
manner rather than disobey them.

Cheerful 8 A Scout looks for the bright side of things.
He cheerfully does tasks that come his way. He tries
to make others happy.

Thrifty 8 A Scout works to pay his way and to help
others. He saves for unforeseen needs. He protects
and conserves natural resources. He carefully uses
time and property.

Brave d A Scout can face danger even if he is afraid.
He has the courage to stand for what he thinks is
right even if others laugh at or threaten him.

Cleand A Scout keeps his body and mind fit and
clean. He goes around with those who believe in liv-
ing by these same ideals. He helps keep his home
and community clean.

Reverentd A Scout is reverent toward God. He is
faithful in his religious duties. He respects the beliefs
of others.
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New member classes will be held on Feb-| Greetings and best wishes for good health
ruary 1 and February 8. If you wish to| @nd hope for the coming year from former
these gatherings. They will take place af-
ter worship in the library. New members| Georgia Walker (Murrells Inlet, South Caro-

will be received on Sunday, February 15.| lina) is always happy to hear news pertaining

Any questions, please see Rev. Kay. to Twinsburg area folks. She is well and
sends good wishes.

: . June Cook: A variety of pills keep her active
Scrap BOOkmg F”day at 85 years of age! Her son visited her from
February 20, 2009 his home in Houston. June hopes to visit fam-

) ily in Chicago next summer.
- 6:00 p.m.f midnight ) _
Elenore Perzesker now lives in Houston,

Texas to be near her d
hasndot been good.

in the Fellowship Hall

Lay Reader o6s Sch
February 16 Dan Richner
February 86 Mark Holzwarth
February 150 Ariel Bissell
February 226 Chrissy Sterling

P:Iéjalli' +er$i|l manages to walk a mile each day
and joined an exercise group that meets each
morning. Her son Bob and Janey visit fre-
guently, and she is connecting with a new set
of doctors in Florida
Childrends Ser mon| RecBuglake Raad.

February 16 Tom Holzwarth

February 80 Terri Bissell

Alma Foster now lives in the Cleveland area.
February 153 Will Adams She rememb(_ars friends and events fror_n years
February 223 Ariel Bissell ago and received a phone caIIA from Ellie Per-
zesker. Al mads new a
If there are any changes to this, brook Drive, Apt. 202, Brooklyn, OH 44144,
please let the office know so
that it can be correct in the bulletin.

Rev. Pat Jefferisand Frank are well and en-
joy visits with their children and grandchil-
dren. Frank still sings in their church choir

and community groups, and they keep busy
e and happy.

Rev. Greg Russeltegularly joins members of
Sunday School Worship ServiceJ ane McAvoyo6s family f

Dec.28n 32 88 Niece Katherine just turned 14 and Elizabeth
Jan. B 36 84 and Rebecca are 8. Along with a group from
Jan. 1t N/A 89 his church and 32 people from Australia, he

toured Ireland last summer. Alaska is the next

Jan. 18 34 65 vacation destination.
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February 1, 2009
Kayla Bensie
Gwen Richner

February 8, 2009
Todd Downer
Brad Verbic

February 15, 2009
Kevin Powell
Anthony Pietrantozzi

February 22, 2004

Melissa Schilling
Andrew Prentice

The families of the nameshald have Aco-

Happy Birthday to:

Helen Greene
02/5/09

Doris Turnbull
02/6/09

Andrea Bissell

A4

Vivian Weiss
Victoria Holzwarth

Stephen Doe

lyte Coordinator Duty and should light thBeverly Hegedish

sticks and assist the acolytes.

If you are unable to serve on your as
signed weekplease find a replacement g
notify the church office of the change. Th;
you!

February Servers
Rick Sheehan

David Schilling
Aaron Mayer

Ken Prentice

Judy Turk

Dan RichnerGreeters

Bonnie WilliamsBread

Communion will be

February 3rd this month and also

on Ash Wednesday, February 25

Paul Munn
l-ri@imberly Lacy
N\ dy Richner

Dan Richner

Betty Tomko

Jim Peel

Todd Downer, Jr.

Walter Sterling

Mikki Pietrantozzi

Brooke Dolfi

Mary Schmidt

Kristen Williams

Gayle Davet

02/7/09

02/7/09

02/7/09

02/7/09
02/11/09
02/12/09
02/12/09
02/13/09
02/16/09
02/20/09
02/21/09
02/23/09
02/24/09
02/24/09
02/25/09
02/25/09
02/27/09
02/28/09

If we missed your birthday, please call th
church office so we can update our recor

e
0s.
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TETOWeR From The Church Mouse Page?

Living in my church keeps getting better and better. First | got to go to /\
\

a birthday party. Millie and | were going out for lunch but instead we V\

ended up at the church for her birthday party. Many more happy
years, Millie!!! (

The installation was fun. | especially enjoyed the super refreshment
set-up afterwards. It was beautiful. And the best part is that Pastor
Kay is now official and one of us.

My favorite event was the dinner at which we invited the two churches from Bainbridge
and Sol on. I got to make so many new fri
had never seen it before and was happy to see myself in one of the pictures. See if

you can find me Lea. The spaghetti was sensational slong with the yummy salads
and desserts. |l was busy dishing the mea
to save for another day. Mary Lou, Gail, Marge, Caitlyn, Denice and Marissa did a
great job in the kitchen. | even saw Dan and Stan washing dishes. They had that
dishwasher going full tilt. | found a name tag on the floor with the name Vetski. Who

Is that?

Now | canot wait to get my sub
speci al sandwich ki ds I e

sandwi ch f
[ " t t

a i whi |l e
Kathy | want you to know how pleased that you let me live in your office. | thought you

didndét | i ke mice but you have been so con
the desk someti mes. | think youdre super

LTy .‘\

i Vey . ' d Youth Group Lock-in
loCK February 7, 2009
it i and extra blankets.
*J Movies, board games, shack |tp
i share, clothes for church.
(yes, bring tooth brushes and deodorant)

({7 \r’]"’/’ Bring sleeping bag, pillow

o)
L ——

Subs will be made, movies will be watche
and games will be played.

Sleep is optional. Subs will be distributed(gn
Sunday, February 8.

If you have not yet done so, please pay far
them when you pick them up.

Thanks for everyl|pneds support!




