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Message from the Pastor: 

Sunday, November 29, begins the first week in the church year season of AD-
VENT. Advent means ñcomingò.. We get ready for Jesusô coming. At Christmas, 
we celebrate Jesusô arrival. Jesus has come and is coming in human formðin a 
body like ours. This is God coming to us in Jesus the Christ. In this newsletter, 
you will find the schedule for this monthôs celebrating. Remember, Advent is the 
four-week preparation time for this coming. And Christmas, in the church year, 
begins December 25. It spans twelve days through January 5 -Twelfth Night).  
 

Even as we try to offer cheer to others and find it ourselves, everyday news car-
ries some report of terror among us, whether in other countries or communities 
or here, in ours.  Our response is critical. And as Christians, our response is 
rooted in what kind of God we worship. Who is this God? What do we believe 
about God? It has been said that we become like that which we worship. So 
these are important questions. Below you will find ñsome beliefsò. Edit them un-
til they express your belief. 
 

KNOWING GOD          
The word ñworshipò comes from ñworth-shipò declaring a worthiness or a repu-
tation of worth. When we gather at First Congregational Church of Twinsburg to 
worship God, we declare and celebrate Godôs mighty acts and Godôs amazing 
promise and vision for the salvation of all creation. We adore this God, sing 
praise, and pray to this God. Contrary to much thinking, the people are not the 
audience in a worship service. God is the audience. God is the One who hears 
(audio-from Latin au-dir-e, meaning to hear). So who is this God who hears? 
What do you believe? 
 

TRY ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS BELOW.   
ñTrueñ or ñFalseò? Maybe we are still discovering our beliefs, or maybe we 
want to add a clarifying comment to these beliefs. Feel free to edit the state-
ments until they express your belief. 
1-I believe God created the world and directs the happenings in it. 
 

2-I believe God has no power to interfere in the affairs of people. 
 

3-I believe the world came into being by accident. 
 

4-I believe God is aware of what I do. 
 

5-I believe God can answer prayer. 
 

6-I believe God punishes evil. 
 

7-I believe God intended us never to understand certain things about the world. 
 

8-I believe my concepts of God differ from what the Bible says about God. 
 

9-I believe even if there were no people, God would still exist. 
 

10-I believe God decided what is good and what is evil. 
 

11-I believe God gets involved in human affairs when God wants to. 
 

12-I believe God rewards good. 
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING ï For those 
who want to share their blessings 
through giving of extra financial gifts dur-
ing the holiday season, the Christmas 
giving envelopes will be in the pew racks 
through December 27. As has been the 
practice in recent years, the offering will 
be divided three ways: 

--Aid for church friends/family/Stranded 
travelers (local giving), 

--UCC Christmas Fund - assistance for 
Veterans of the Cross and emergency 
assistance for those serving the cross to-
day  (denominational giving) 

--Disaster relief (international giving). 
 

Should you prefer that your Christmas 
gift be directed to a specific cause rather 
than to be divided, please indicate so on 
you giving envelope. 

 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE CENTERð
Thank you for extending neighbor aware-
ness with the extra giving of non-
perishable food items for the Emergency 
Assistance Center Thanksgiving baskets.  
The response was great and greatly ap-
preciated by the Center as these dona-
tions help fill baskets for the approxi-
mately 300 area families served by the 
Center.  Although the ongoing giving of 
food items is vital to the Center, extra giv-
ing during the holidays allows these fami-
lies to enjoy some holiday trimmings.  
Please consider the same types of food 
for December to spread the joy of Christ-
mas to families whose cupboards are not 

as full as ours.  THANK YOU .  

13-I believe prayer is an attempt to talk to 
God. 
 

14-I believe the Bible is the word of God. 
 

15-I believe God listens to prayer. 
 

16-I believe ñGodò is a term that people use 
to describe their best hopes for humanity. 
 

17-I believe God exists only inside of people. 
 

18-I believe praying can benefit the person 
who prays, even if God doesnôt listen. 
 

19-I believe that ñGodò is an idea people 

used to describe things beyond human under-

standing. 
 

20-I believe prayer can have an effect on peo-

pleôs lives, regardless of what they think 

about God. 
 

Knowing who God really is- is the real quest. 

Sometimes it may seem too difficult to dis-

cern God and Godôs way. Itôs too confusing 

and mysterious. Too many different ideas 

abound. This God stuff can be scary as weôve 

witnessed action supposedly in the name of a 

god which destroyed and destroys many lives 

and threatens to destroy more. 
 

We are faced with some choices. We may 

continue to know God better through study 

and conversations and lived experiences with 

one another, opening the way for God to re-

veal Godôs Self and Ways for us. Or we close 

the door, believing this God stuff to be too 

confusing, more of a personal preference, in-

exact, time consuming and irrelevant to our 

daily decision making and living in the 

world. 
 

To worship is to have made a decision about 

relevancy even if we donôt know God fully. 

To worship is to recognize Godôs worth. 
 

Blessings, 

Kay Krejci 

Continued from page 1 
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Womenôs Fellowship 

 Joint luncheon and meeting with Knitwitters 

Thursday, December 3, 2009  12:00 Noon Pot Luck luncheon 
 

We will have our regular potluck luncheon,  so bring along a dish to share and  table 
service.  As has been the custom  for several years, there will be a small monetary gift 
collected to be given to a chosen charity.  All are welcome; we hope to see you there! 
 

Donôt forget, we will be packing homemade cookies for our shut-ins on Friday, Decem-
ber 11

th
 at 10:00 am, in Fellowship Hall.  Please consider donating one or two dozen 

cookies to help fill the 25-30 one pound coffee cans.  Please, no soft cookies or 
brownies.  They do not pack well. If you are not a baker, perhaps you would consider 
helping with the packing or delivery.  Cookies can be brought to Church on Thursday, 
December 10

th
 and left in the kitchen for us or if you would like to donate cookies and 

need to have them  picked up, or know someone we should add to our list of recipi-
ents,  please call Liz Murch at (330) 425-8393 or leave a message with the office. All 
donations of cookies and time are greatly appreciated. 
 

If you werenôt in attendance at the annual bazaar on November 14 either helping or 
buying, you missed a day of good eating, good fellowship, and good buys.  Many 
thanks to ALL who participated ; the $2,271.86 raised will service the church and its 
members and friends in many waysðSOME of which are: keeping the kitchen sup-
plied (paper products, coffee, punch, etc), funds for the Verna Easley book fund and 
matching funds for our young people, cleaning Fellowship Hall and the kitchen, pur-
chasing items for the church such as the new chairs in Fellowship Hall, and altar 
flowers when not paid for by family. 
 

There will be no meeting in January for Womenôs Fellowship.  The next meeting will 
be on February 4, 2010. 

Evening Womanôs Fellowship Christmas Meeting  

Monday December 7th at 7:00 at the home of Carol Zenisek, 

 1601 Strauss Lane, Twinsburg 
 

Please bring a signed Christmas card, with a favorite verse, phrase, or saying in it, in a blank 

envelope. The envelopes will be passed out at random and shared with everyone. Refresh-

ments provided by our hostess. All women of the Church are invited for this evening of fel-

lowship & fun. 
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The ñRaffle Committeeò wants to thank eve-

ryone who gave of their time and their talents 

to make the 2009 Raffle a success.  To the 

congregations, our thanks for the $452.00 in 

pennies collected.  Please keep the pennies 

rolling.  Remember ñA penny saved is a 

penny earned!ò Thanks to everyone who 

bought tickets.  Have a wonderful year and 

we will see you again next year. 

                         Sunday School       Worship Service 

Nov 1st                 N/A          81     

Nov 8th             51      88    

Nov 15th                51               106 

Nov. 22nd  63     102  

Thank you to the Boy Scouts who helped 

carry all of the boxes that were needed for the 

Knitwitters for the Bazaar up and down the 

steps.  Your help was very much appreciated. 
 

Louise Jackson & the Knitwitters 

ADVENT FAST - As has been the custom 
at First Congregational, fasting  one meal 
a week during advent for those who are 
medically able to do so is suggested with 
the cost of the fasted meal being set 
aside for either the Christmas offering or 
an outreach of your choice.  To make the 
experience more meaningful and if your 
schedule allows, spend the fasted meal 
time in meditation and prayer.   

It is that time of year again!  

Just a reminder to all Council Mem-
bers / Committee Chairs  - Your An-
nual Reports are due to the office by 
December 30, 2009.  They may be 

emailed to the office or dropped off.  

Take time during the hustle/
bustle of the holiday season 
to visit the church library and 
pick up one of the Christmas 
books featured on the library book cart 
during December.  You do not have to 
sign books out, just take them home and 
enjoy them--but PLEASE remember to re-
turn the books when you are through with 
them. 

FROM THE CHURCH  

LIBRARY...  

Thank you: 

To Gail and Rick Herrilko for organizing and 

inviting us to Thanksgiving Dinner. 
 

To Peggy Davis-Griffin, Ken Roddie and 

Bruce Krejci for freeing space in the narthex 

and creating a more welcoming atmosphere. 
 

To Marge Roberts and Vi Downor for the 

Thanksgiving decorations throughout the 

church 

Thank you to Rick & Gail Herrilko, Mary 

Lou Sheller, Will & Marge Adams, Joel 

Pietrantozzi, and Andrea Bennett for the 

wonderful Thanksgiving dinner provided for 

friends and family. 

Rev. Kay 



 Page 5 VOLUME 55  
ISSUE 12   
THE TOWER    

Holiday Calendar of Events  

 

December 3 :  Noon - Womenôs Fellowship Holiday Luncheon  
          with Knitwitters (see pg 3) 
    
December 6 :  Second Sunday in         Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
              Advent - Peace                Worship 10:30 a.m. 
                   Communion 
               Birthday Party for Jesus  
              Pot Luck Dinner 5:00  
            Program & Christmas Carols 6:00 p.m. 
        (See pg 7) 
 
December 7:  7:00 p.m.  Evening Womenôs Fellowship at  
       Carol Zenisekôs house. (see pg 3) 
 
December 11: Womenôs Fellowship 12:00 noon  Pack Christmas  
         Cookies for shut-ins  
 

December 12 : Christmas Caroling at the VA Hospital - meet at  
         the church at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
December 13 :  Third Sunday in            Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
             Advent - Joy                      Worship 10:30 a.m. 
                       Bring a Friend  Sunday (see pg 7) 
 
December 20 :  Fourth Sunday in                   Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
         Advent - Love              Worship 10:30 a.m. 
                           Youth Group 6:00 p.m. Christmas Party 
 
 
December 24 : Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

December 25 :  Christmas Day          Merry Christmas  
 
December 27 :  First Sunday in Christmas Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
        Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
January 3 :   Arrival of the Magi who  Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
    leads us into Worship   Worship 10:30 a.m. 
        Communion 
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Happy Birthday to:  
Kathy Lessman 

12/01 

Steve Lessman 

12/01 

Caryn Keffer    12/02 

Lyndsey Bowers    12/03 

Michelle Cook    12/05 

Nichole Cook Wunderle  12/05  

Roni Roberson    12/05 

Jonathan Sterling   12/05 

Jeffrey Conway    12/06 

Doug Verbic    12/07 

Jared Doe     12/10 

Carol Zenisek    12/11  

Russ Terrill    12/12 

Madelyn Sokolowski  12/15 

Joyce Harney   12/15 

Jackson Barr   12/16 

  Kayla Siladi  

12/16 

   Jenny Romano  

12/16 

 Anthony Pietrantozzi     12/17  

Cody Roberts    12/18  

Gwen Richner    12/19 

Giz Roddie    12/19 

Charles Romano   12/19 

Matthew Miller    12/21 

 Bonnie Mayfield    12/22  

Jason Williams    12/22 

Sophie Keith   12/22  

George Richner   12/24 

Millie Frieling    12/27 

Rick Sheehan   12/27 

Dave Murch   12/29 

Andrew Tomko   12/30 

Happy   
Anniversary  to:  
Tom & Karen Holzwarth 

12/19/1987 
           

Jenny & C J Romano 

12/13/1997 

Betty & Andrew Tomko 

12/30/1978 

We need names and addresses for members 
and friends that are unable to get out so that 
we can remember them during the holidays.  
Please call the office or drop them off  as soon 
as possible. 

If  we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please call the church office so we  

can update our records. 




