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Message from the Pastor: I

How many times have you heard, “God doesn’t give you any more than
you can handle.” It surprised me that a car salesman offered this coun-
sel when Bruce (my husband) and | were shopping for a car. While on
our way to a nephew’s wedding, a deer hit our car. We were not hurt,
but the deer and the car were totaled. We had told the salesman of this
encounter, and when he discovered my “line of work”, he responded
with the above euphemism.

“ | didn’t respond, but | remember feeling uneasy. | hear too many trouble-

some assumptions in that counsel especially as we must face serious
illness, loss of loved ones, job and home losses, or hurricane damages.
The first assumption is that God creates horrible situations. Second,
God creates them just for us, to test us. Third, God condones suffering
as a way of making God’s point. Fourth, God could prevent this horrible
thing, but doesn’t. So we have the opportunity to test our problem solv-
ing capability and discover our human creativity. In other words, we are
called upon to show how strong and resilient we are in handling our own
situations. Then, we humans can pat ourselves on the back if we can
handle our own troubles and, at the same time, make excuses for God.
Now | don’t think this poor salesman meant to say all of that. It’s just one
of those expressions people say because someone said it to them one
time. It sounds like a philosophical statement about the meaning of life
that is supposed to be comforting at the time. But | am troubled every
time | hear this. Words are important. The salesman told us that his fa-
ther used to recite to him these words of wisdom.

As parents, grandparents and bearers of Christ’s love, our words count
with our children and one another. What we believe about who God is,
who we are, and what the world is like, is important to our children and
in our daily relationships with others. In these days of stock market cri-
ses and talk of fearful futures, it is important to be clear about the God
whom we trust and to whom we entrust our lives.

At First Congregational Church, we can support one another in working
through some of these questions. Sunday mornings, in addition to chil-
dren’s classes at 9:15 a.m., adults may gather for Bible Study in the
church office or for an exploration of “Life in the Spirit” with the Sojourn-
ers in the Library. Also on Thursday evenings from 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall, | invite you to a conversation on the scripture desig-
nated for the coming Sunday..

Blessings,
Kay Krejci
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED — October 26, 2008

First Congregational continues as one of 1,000
UCC churches that are 5 for 5 churches with
the Neighbors in Need Offering scheduled on
October 26. 5 for 5 churches annually support
Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) and
four special mission offerings: One Great Hour
of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors
in Need, and The Christmas Fund.

One third of the Neighbors in Need offering
supports our American Indian neighbors
through the Council for American Indian Min-
istries (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Minis-
tries to fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects.  Through UCC TakeAc-
tion.org, our national Justice and Witness Min-
istries office offers resources, news updates,
and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice
issues. Working with members of the UCC
Justice and Peace Action Network (a network
of thousands of UCC justice and peace advo-
cates), Justice and Witness continues its strong
policy advocacy work on issues such as the
federal budget, voting rights, immigration,
health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and en-
vironmental justice.

“Souper” Suppers are Back!

The “souper” suppers will begin again during
the month of October. Each month there will
be a supper held at 6:00 pm before the Coun-
cil meeting. The supper consists of soups and
bread. Each month a different committee will
sponsor the supper. Plan on joining the fel-
lowship and stay for the Council meeting.

Benevolence News . . .
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A MINISTRY AT HOME...

An important ministry of First Congre-
gational through the Women’s Fellowship is
providing funeral/memorial luncheons follow-
ing services. This is an important time for
friends and family to gather, share memories,
and begin the healing process. Sometimes the
luncheon involves church family and some-
times for someone unknown to us—it doesn’t
matter—we are still there to minister.

To keep this ministry going, extra sup-
port is needed and appreciated through dona-
tions of time and or food. To avoid depending
on the same people and allowing for individ-
ual schedule conflicts, a list is on the hall ta-
ble near the office for people to sign if willing
and able to help either through providing a
dish (desserts/side dish/salad/etc) or physi-
cally helping with preparing, serving, or
cleaning up at the luncheon. If you have any
questions, please see Gail Herrilko or Mary
Lou Sheller. MANY THANKS!

Please Help!

The First Congregational Pastoral Emergency
Fund is in need of funds. This fund allows our
church to respond to special needs within the
congregation or to local “friends” of the
church where those needs are not covered by
other funds such as unexpected medical ex-
penses or help with a utility bill. If you wish
to contribute, please designate ‘“Pastoral
Emergency Fund” on your check or envelope.
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#i. Women's Fellowship News ..., =

Women'’s Fellowship luncheon and meeting begin again
Thursday, October 2, 2008 12:00 Noon
Pot Luck lunch

Bring food to share and table service
President: Lea Bissell
Hostesses: Dorothy Bascombe, Louisa Anderson, Louise Jackson
Devotions: Marge Roberts
Program: Speaker from Battered Women’s Shelter

During the month of October, Women’s Fellowship will be collecting items for the
Battered Women’s Shelter. The list includes, laundry soap, bleach, pine sol, mops,
brooms, laundry baskets, paper towels, paper plates, napkins, tissue, toilet paper,
plastic ware, diapers, food, sanitary protection, sunscreen, bug repellant, bathing
suits, juice boxes, popsicles, ice cream, floor fans, window fans, bottled water.
Please bring items in and drop off in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. Any ques-
tions, please see Lea Bissell.

You’re Invited to the Seventh Annual
Thanksgiving Day Celebration

Nov. 27, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.
Church Fellowship Hall

Join us, and bring a friend if you like. We will deliver dinners
to those unable to come to us. Please call the office to sign
up. If you need a ride, we will pick you up and take you home.
Tell anyone you know that would like to join us. Again this
year we will need some volunteers to help set up, serve, de-
liver carry-outs and pick ups. If you could help, please sign
up in Fellowship Hall, or call the office.

Thank you, and may God bless.
Rick & Gail Herrilko
330-650-2642 Home
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A HUGE thank you t0 everyone

e who participated in summer music.
Your contributions to worship was
very meaningful and I look forward
to working with you again
in the future.

—

Thank you to the Chime Choir,

Carol Zenisek, VBS Kids,
Mikki Pietrantozzi, Madison and
Linden Miller, Women's Chorus,

Kathy Lessman, Kayla Bensie,
Mark and Tom Holzwarth,
Walter and Eleanor Sterling,
Justin Doe, the Weiss family.

W]@MK oy

News from ngerla

Our dear friend Azibanato C. Emiete writes
that both the faculty and students on their col-
lege campus have nick named him
“Americana”. He is always proud to inform
people about his (us) USA family. Of special
concern are Dottie Lippitt, Louise Jackson,
and activities of our Adult Sunday School
class.

Azibanato appreciates reading “The Upper
Room” and considers it to be his “breakfast”.
Other church publications and general news
are an important part of his life. He includes
us in his daily prayers.

For myself, it is reassuring to know that we
have a positive voice in Nigeria thru Aziba-
nato, for our country and church in a land that
needs to hear that message. Also, he is a dear
friend. May God bless he and Christiana and
those whose lives they serve.

Lucille Fiorelli
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Thank you for your prayers,

| just want to take a moment to thank
everyone who kept our daughter Alexis
Porter and our families in their thoughts
and prayers during the last two weeks
while she was in Rainbow Babies & Chil-
dren's Hospital in Cleveland. My wife
and | will both attest that there was a
definite presence in the room during the
prayer before her surgery and through-
out our stay there. There is no doubt she
had a wonderful neurosurgeon, probably
one of the best in the world as far as we
are concerned, but we have to give
thanks to God for helping to guide the
surgeon's steady hand and for holding
all of ours during these trying times. We
also want to pass on a special prayer for
all of you and all of those who are or will
be experiencing tragedies around the
world. It has been an awakening for us
spiritually, and we will forever be
changed by this.

Alexis is doing great and progressing
every day. It will take some time for her
to recover 100%, but she seems to be
well on her way. It is amazing what being
at home can do to lift someone's spirits.
It is so nice to see the big smile on her
face that has been missing for so long.

Again, THANK YOU! Our thoughts and
prayers will be with all of you forever
more.

Sincerely,

Doug, Susie, Amanda, Alicia, and of
course ALEXIS
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- A story from your Global Ministries _JSSUE 10

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
MATTHEW19:14

Let the Children Come

In the Village of Kanye, Botswana, church members were concerned about the esca-
lating number of orphans in the community. Most of these children are victims of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic, which has hit Botswana hard. According to the United Nations,
almost 24% of the adult population of Botswana is affected by HIV/AIDS. Seeing the
toll this was taking on the village children, a local congregation of the United Congre-
gational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA), one of our partner denominations, de-
cided to take action. In 2001, they founded the Kgodisong Centre, a pre-
school/daycare for orphans and vulnerable children between 2 and 6 years old. Today
the center serves more than 50 children, who are transported on a daily basis to the
center and returned at the end of the day to their homes. While at the center, they are
given opportunities for learning, fed nutritious meals, and provided with encourage-
ment and spiritual support. Many of these children find themselves in difficult and
stressful circumstances. There is a stigma and discrimination associated with
HIV/AIDS in the wider community, which leads to isolation for affected families. Chil-
dren must also witness the long-term decline in their parent's health. They must live
with reduced family income and all the consequences of illness and poverty. However,
at the Kgodisong Centre, they have the chance to be children again and build skills for
the future. At the Kgodisong Centre they can find support, understanding, and hope.

James & Jayanthi Wilson are missionaries with the Kgolagano Theological College in Gaborone,

Botswana. Jim serves as a teacher of theology at Kgolagana Theological College. Jayanthi serves at
Kgolagano Theological College as a librarian assistant.

BLOODMOBILE Church Work Day
Tuesday, October 14 The Trustees will be having a church work
2-7 p.m. day scheduled for Saturday October 4 from
Bring valid 9:00-12:00 for the purpose of cleaning sanc-
photo ID. tuary light fixtures, washing walls, windows

and whatever else can be done. The congre-

Please plan to donate if you can. gation is invited to help out any way that they
are able. The trustees are not planning on

Volunteers are needed for working much past noon. If you would like
Coffee Hour for October. to help, please be at the church at the ap-
Sign up sheets are downstairs pointed time and be ready to work.

in Fellowship Hall.
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Happy Birthday to: Happy Anniversary to:
Vera Murphy ) C@/‘)/)D David & Yvette Schilling ‘ {h
10/01/08 QeI 10/10/1992 -
| vt b o S
Donovan Bissell SR \C\K&‘ Jerry & Esther Corbett F~1
10/04/08 {E ‘ \ ,ﬁ 10/18/1969 Cooo A
Lillian Bissell X Pat & Richard Barnes u
10/04/08 10/20/1973
John Williams 10/08/08 Todd & Marie Maynard
Aaron Mayer 10/09/08 10/21/2000
Jill Sokolowski 10/10/08 Bev & Ron Hegedish
David Clark 10/13/08 10/28/1950
Robert Hoyt 10/13/08
Joan Terrill 10/14/08 If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
' ‘ please contact the church office so we
Dottie Oliver 10/15/08 can update our records.
Lucille Fiorelli 10/17/08
Katie Muir 10/19/08 I .
Rus ty Roberts 10 / 21 / 08 Sunday School Worship Service
Ken Rodd: 10/23/08 August 315t None 72
en Roddie Sept 7t None 134
Mitzi Karabec 10/24/08 Sept 14th None 85
Freda Cutlip 10/25/08 Sept 21t 34 109
Sandy Clark 10/25/08
Jim Roberts 10/27/08
Harold Munn 10/27/08 Scrap Booking
Robert Mayfield 10/28/08 Friday,
Justin Doe 10/30/08 October 17
Jim Link 10/30/08 6:00 p.m.—midnight
Emma Link 10/30/08 in the Fellowship Hall
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October Schedules
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Commmumion S@W@W@

Rick Sheehan
Dave Schilling
Aaron Mayer
Ken Prentice
Judy Turk
Bonnie Williams - Bread

Dan Richner - Greeters

Communion will be
Sunday, October 5th
this month

Lay Reader’s Schedule
October 5— Dan Richner
October 12—Phil Weiss
October 19—Will Adams
October 26—Mark Holzwarth

Children’s Sermon Schedule
October 5— Terri Bissell
October 12—Tom Holzwarth
October 19—Ariel Bissell
October 26—Denice Sheehan

If there are any changes to this, please
let the office know so
that it can be correct in the bulletin.

Lockup Trustee for the
month of October -
Connie Van Gilder

Neallytes Selhadule

October 5, 2008 October 12, 2008
David Schilling Kevin Powell
Jared Verbic Ashley Pratt

October 19, 2008
Melissa Schilling
Andrew Prentice

October 26, 2008
Jared Doe
Sophie Keith

The families of the names in bold have
Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should light
the sticks and assist the acolytes. Please see
the instruction sheet posted on the wall next
to the sticks. If you are unable to serve on

your assigned week, please find a
replacement and notify the church office
of the change Thank you'

o)

8 Come and join us fbr the
@ Famﬂ HQHOWQen Co.st_ume
2 y 2
Party
(Sponsored by Christian Ed &
@ Youth Group)
g Sunday, October 26“‘
% 5-7pm
Join us for a frightfully
9°°d ﬁme!
There will be food’ fun @
@ and games

for all ages!

o)

O DR DO D)
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Is it ever good to be back into the Fall season. There are more things ; T C}/
going on to which | am invited. My favorlte was the Fall fling. | ate NA-

too much but was still able to take home a “mousie bag”. Best of all *LA
was the line dancing. That was new to me but Elsie really puts you e
through the paces. With my short legs it was hard to keep in step. Q a

The music has been delightful. Especially interesting was the guitar number by Justin
Doe. | was singing right along. It is also good to be back in the choir. But | don’t think
Chrissy is going to give me a Christmas Cantata solo. And | try so Hard. | was so
glad to see Betty back after her trouble. | sit next to her and she helps me with my
part. Thanks, Betty. The Weiss family never ceases to amaze me. Did you hear
them with their chime number? Gordon seemed to be doing the most work. Good go-
ing to all of you. Next time can | play too?

Some of the young people are doing interesting things. Of course the canoeing was a
lot of fun and | was so glad to hear the Gwen and Vivian were selected to be honored
by the women’s group this month. Congratulations to both of you. And Kayla, | cer-
tainly like your new look. Very nice.

Must go and get ready for the Souper Supper. Did you hear that they are going to be
offered again? Can’t wait. See you all there.

The Church Mouse

From the Fellowship Committee ...

Fellowship committee will be having a planned Pot luck on Sunday, October 19™ at
5:00. Watch for a signup sheet. Anyone planning on attending, please give Gayle
Davet a picture of yourself as a young child or baby. (The pictures will be returned).
Gayle will create a board of the pictures and we’ll have a competition of putting the
name to the “young” face. Any questions, see Gayle or anyone on the committee.

Also — watch for a signup sheet for the 2 x 4’s coming soon. If there’s enough inter-
est, we'll try to get this program started up again. This isn’t just for couples, we’re
thinking families, singles, and couples.....let's see what we get!!

Our next meeting is October 14" at 7:00. Fellowship will be hosting the Soup Supper
before the October 15 council meeting at 6:00.

Everyone is invited.
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—mStewardship Scoop ... i
The Stewardship committee is working hard to put together the upcoming pledge cam-
paign. The theme we have adopted for the pledge campaign and the year 2009 is “Ministry of
Hospitality”. The goal of the ministry is to think of new ways that our church can be more
hospitable to our members, our visitors and our community. Good hospitality is what keeps
members and visitors returning to church and attracts new visitors from our community. It is

important to make the best impression possible to newcomers, so they will be curious about
who we are, how we worship and the many ministries we do.

To start this ministry, we have created a Hospitality card. You can find these cards in the pew
racks in the sanctuary. These cards are for anyone to use. We would like to hear from as many
as possible about any incident or time when someone in our church did something special that
made you feel more welcome in our church than before. It can be a little thing or a big
thing. Names are optional. When you have completed the card, place it in the offering plate
when offering is being collected. This is also an opportunity to thank God for sending that
someone that made you feel more welcome. We will be reading a few of these cards at the be-
ginning of service to inspire others to think of different ways we can be more hospitable. As
stated above, names are not necessary, it is the deed that we want to lift up and make known to
inspire us all.

We are finalizing our plans for the pledge campaign. Our goal is to have the pledging material
available at the October 19th service. To save costs, we would like to personally give the
pledging envelope to each family unit after the service. Any remaining envelopes will be
mailed in the next week. For the next 4 weeks, we hope that you will prayerfully consider a
generous pledge to our church, so that the committees will know what to count on when plan-
ning and executing the many ministries we perform. Consecration Sunday will be on Novem-
ber 9th. We hope to have collected as many pledges as possible so we can report to the church
the many blessing we have received. We will be celebrating this special time by breaking
break together. More to come on this event.

“Lord forgive us when we get consumed by the things of this world,
That fight for our love, and our passion,

As our eyes are open wide and on you.

Grant us the privilege of your world view,

And may your kingdom be, what wakes us up, and lays us down.’

—TobyMac “Loose My Soul”

b

Daylight
Savings Time
Ends 2 a.m.
Time to a4\ Sunday,
turn back your clocks!  11/02 /2008
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Come worship with us

and bring a friend!
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Tower Submissions

Articles for the Tower may be e-mailed
directly to the church at firstcongrega-

tional.church@windstream.net. Hard copies,

CD’ s, or didspkeédfftatehs

office.

Tower deadlines are posted on the monthly
calendar and in the Sunday worship bulletin.
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For questions, or to be added to or taken
off the mailing list, please send an e-mail or

October Calendar

Insert

call the church office at 330-425-2181.
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