, February has reminded me that we are in a leap §edra presiden-
=== ~ lial election year, so I'll use that extra timewtote for a moment about the
0 @1 —, election.

A few of my colleagues in ordained ministry andctaag positions are be-
ginning to proclaim their backing for specific catates. | would like pub-
licly to back all three of the major candidates amdny of the non-major
ones: we have a good selection of decent, intelljgleard-working people
who are taking a lot of time and money, blood, swarad tears to run for
public office--may God, who looks at their heartglaour own, bless them
all' And | would like to back our country: we cae fglad that Abraham Lin-
coln's government "of the people, by the people fandhe people" has not
perished from this earth--God bless the United eStaif America! And |

would like to back our world: God so loved it assend his own son--God
bless the nations and inhabitants of the earth!

Pastor Jim

Youth Group Holy Week Activities

The Youth Group will be hosting a Prayer Vigil on Good Friday,
March 21, 2008 from 9:30 am — 11:30 am. The Prayer Vigil is a
time of prayer, meditation and reflection on the atoning work of
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Booklets will be made available
that contain Scripture and stories for reading during this time of
contemplation. Music will accompany the event. All are invited to
attend and join our Youth Group in preparing our hearts and minds|
for the Easter holiday.

The Youth Group will be hosting an Easter Sonrise Service on Easter Sunday, March
23, 2008 at 7:30 am. The Youth Group will lead us in the entire service that will
include hymns, prayer, children’s sermon, mini-sermons, a skit, and communion.
Please come and watch our Youth lead us in this most important service on Easter.
Immediately following the service will be a Continental Breakfast and an Easter Egg
Hunt for our little ones (chicks). Please check with you Sunday School teacher to
see if your class will be meeting that day.

Please note that Youth Group will be meeting every Sunday evening from 6:00 until
8:00 pm at the church until Easter. We have many things to prepare for Easter.




Bits from
Benevolence

Blanket Sunday — Many thanks for the support gitenannual Blanket Sunday collection for
the Church World Service Tools and Blanket Prograro.date, $508 has been received; this
included over $60 from the Sunday School class&kis ministry reaches throughout the
world with blankets and tools to help those faaiigpsters, famine, war, etc.. Special thanks
to:

--Pastor Link for his inspiring message with refere to Blanket Sunday
--Kathy Lessman for designing the “Rainbow of Cgtimsert for the worship folder
--Karen Holzwarth for using Blanket Sunday for tieildren’s Sermon.

--Knittwitters and Prayer Shawl Ministry for parpating with the display of lap robes and
prayer shawls.

--Sunday School classes whose gifts will pay foofithe Church World Service blankets.

A small amount of bedding was collected and willdigtributed through the Emergency Cen-
ter.

To see in more detail how your giving is at workotlgh Church World Service, please see the
CWS weekly hotline on the Benevolence Bulletin Rbaror go online at
www.churchworldservice.org

From the Church Library. . .

Featured on the Library Cart during this time dfegtion and meditation during Lent will be
books about prayer to encourage thought and mesttat
Books on the cart include:

--The Everything Prayer Bodky Ron Hennies & Sonia Weiss that will help
“learn how to open your heart and soul to find contathealing, and hope.”

--Passages of Lighwith selected scriptures by Thomas Kinkade, paiotdight.

--Lord Teach Me to Praypy Kay Arthur is a 28 day study that provides pcat insights to
help you know howo pray, whato pray, and whab expect when you pray.

For the young and young at heart:

--Can | Pray With My Eyes Opeii8y Susan Taylor Brown assures all that they cay prhen,
where, and how they want, and they will always bart.

--Bless This Housby Leslie Staub with a bedtime prayer that witicfia lasting place in the
hearts of children of all faiths.

--Give MeGrace in which author Cynthia Rylant has prayerskindness, for love, for grati-
tude and guidance to begin or end a busy day.

--The Lord’s Prayewvith paintings by illustrator Tim Ladwig offersfeesh look at the beloved
words of The Lord’s Prayer.

Please feel free to spend some time in the libratty a book or take one home




Misce"aneous Items Hello Friends!!!! —

I’m back from visiting my city cousin. | was

On March 12, the Benevolence Committeg ig|ping out as she had had a bad accident with
sponsoring the “Souper” Supper. It will begig trap. But she's recovered now and is on a
at 6:00 p.m. There will be three differentiy to Florida so | was able to come home.
soups to choose from including Don’s Vegetand it is nice to be back. | noticed some
ble Meat Soup and a vegetarian soup pganges in my church, but | see that you still
fruit, biscuits, crackers, peanut butter and jelike to eat. | was there on Lock In night. | not
for sandwiches, and brownies. Everyon dPly had a warm sleep sharing Gwen’s sleep-

invited to attend. If you have never attend q,@ bag but the kids left me enough food for a
“Souper Supper”, you might wish to give it gast.

try. It is a good chance to get to know other _
members of the congregation better, arjdl¢¢ noticed some new people too. That Joel
chance to eat some good food. It is very c&ly seems to be a big presence around the

ual. You don't have to bring anything fughurch. Tl have tog et to know him better.
yourself. Join us for an evening of good spiaybe he’ll announce that I'm back.
and good fellowship. Last week during church when | was sitting in

Stan Jewell’'s pocket | was surprised to see
Kayla Bensie as Lay Reader. | was glad |
could see her over the pulpit. Maybe I'll be
able to do that sometime except I'll have to
have a much higher box to stand on. She was
good. Then the chime choir took over. | had
climbed upon one of the chimes and fell
asleep. Before | knew it Phil Weiss picked up
P the chime and bonked me on the head. It was
B flat. That new Pastor was interesting. He
had a blanket wrapped around him. | noticed
that he has an old blanket which is really worn
out in the closet in his office. | hope he shares
with me sometime.

# $ ! Well, | have to get going. I'm going to take a

% trip up the street to visit Natalie Nichols. |
& heard | messed her big birthday party last

year. I'll have to ask her all about it. 1 do

know I'll be here this year for the big day.
Schedule Change-Please note that due telappy Birthday, Natalie!!!!

Holy Week, the council meeting for March has .
Y Hnet N9 dEs good to be back. The only problem is

been changed. Council will meet on Wedn ’ ) ) . S
day, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. Anyone from tfjaose things in the kitchen that make clicking

congregation is welcome to attend. It givE9iSes- Is there something | should know?
you a chance to see the workings of the church

behind the scenes. The Church Mouse



To the Knitwitters,

My husband is here at Cleveland Clinic
having a bone marrow transplant. Some
beautiful ladies who are volunteers
brought craft items for Valentine’s Day
and bags for the patients in which we
were given this beautiful crocheted af-
ghan. | know each stitch was made with
love and compassion. Thank you all so
very much. It is truly appreciated and we
will keep it and think of what a lovely per-
son took the time to make this for a
stranger to keep them warm and let them
know that love is all round you if you open
your heart and let it in. God bless you all
and thank you so very much.

Love
Elmer & Robin Takash

Dear Knitwitters,

| am a bone marrow transplant patient at
the Cleveland Clinic and recently received
the gift of one of your beautiful throws. It
Is mauve and blue with a lovely border
and accents. | know this was made with
kindness, care and prayer. | feel these
things are woven into it and it makes me
feel comfortable and snug when | place it
over my bed. Thanks to each of you for
such kindness. It is appreciated.

God Bless,
Patricia Hoersten

To the Knitwitters,
Thank you so much.
Blessings,

Crystal Trinity LeDrew

Thank You!!

To the Congregation,

“A grateful heart is a happy heart. . .my
heart is both.” Thank you so much.

My heartfelt thanks goes out to all of my
friends at the church who sent cards and
called me personally.

God Bless,
Tony (Roberson) & family

“God’s |
Wisdom g

Provides »
New |

World Day of Prayer Service
Friday, March 7
Epiphany Lutheran Church
10503 Valley View Road
Northfield, Ohio
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m.
Service begins at 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by
Church Women United

The women of Guyana invite us to rejoice
with them at the astonishing natural beauty of
Guyana. Come with us as we acknowledge the
Wisdom of God in the marvelous works of
creation. The theme, "God’'s Wisdom Provides
New Understanding," is especially meaningful
to the women of Guyana. Join us on March 7
as we pray with the women of Guyana and our
sisters and brothers around the world.



Subject: Jesus also had twelve opossums

The Bible explained by kids - truth has been redefined!

In case you're a little foggy on your biblical history, let these junior church students
help you with this complete overview of the Bible, compiled from their essays:

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness,
and some gas. The Bible says, 'The Lord thy God is one,' but | think He must be a lot
older than that. Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!" and someone did. Then God
made the world. He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were naked, but
they weren't embarrassed because mirrors hadn't been invented yet. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of
Eden. Not sure what they were driven in though, because they didn't have cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty
soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a mil-
lion or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids
was kind of a ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it.
He asked some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain
check.

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his
brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot
roast. Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses
led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten
plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and
no cable. God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then He gave them His
top ten Commandments. These include don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your
neighbor's bottom (the Bible uses a bad word for bottom that I'm not supposed to say.
But my Dad uses it sometimes when he talks about the President). Oh, yeah, | just
thought of one more: Humor they father and they mother.

One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies.
Joshua fought the battle of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town.

After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had
a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher
says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very wise to me. After Solomon there were a
bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a
big whale and then barfed up on the shore.

There were also some minor league prophets, but | guess we don't have to worry
about them. (Cont’'d on page 6)



mmmmmm  CONt'd from page 5

After the Old Testament came the New
Testament. Jesus is the star of the New
Testament. He was born in Bethlehem in
a barn. (I wish | had been born in a barn,
too, because my mom is always saying to
me, 'Close the door! Were you born in a
barn' It would be nice to say, 'As a matter
of fact, | was.")

During His life, Jesus had many argu-
ments with sinners like the Pharisees and
the Republicans. Jesus also had twelve
opossums. The worst one was Judas As-
paragus. Judas was so evil that they
named a terrible vegetable after him.

Jesus was a great man. He healed many
leopards and even preached to some
Germans on the Mount. But the Republi-
cans and all those guys put Jesus on trial
before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick
up for Jesus. He just washed his hands
instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then
came back to life again. He went up to
Heaven but will be back at the end of the
Aluminum. His return is foretold in the
book of Revolution.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

There! Now you understand it.

Thanks to Ruth Prentice for sending this
to the church.

Evening Women'’s Fellowship
will meet on
Monday, March 3, 2008
at 7:00 p.m.

The program will be line dancing
with Elsie Peel.

Come and join the fun. No experience
necessary.

Women's
Fellowship News . ..

Women'’s Fellowship
luncheon and meeting
Thursday, March 6, 2008
12:00 Noon Pot Luck luncheon

Bring food to share and table service
President: Lea Bissell

Hostesses: Mary Lou Sheller
& Gail Herrilko

Devotions: Vi Downer
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Holy Week

Schedule of Events

Palm Sunday Service will be held on
Sunday, March 16 at 10:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Service will be held
on Thursday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m.

Youth Group Prayer Vigil will be held
on Friday, March 21 from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m.

Good Friday Service will be held here
on Friday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Sonrise Service will be held
on Sunday, March 23 at 7:30 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service will be held
on Sunday, March 23 at 10:30 a.m.

Please be sure to pick up your
Easter Lily after the service
on Sunday, March 23rd.

WAI3dIdINIIIININIIIININNINNNII

Refreshments following
the performances in Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is invited to attend.

There are some very talented people
in this community!

JINIIININNIINNNIINNIIA
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If we missed your birthday, please call the
church office so we can update our records. IRISH BLESSING

Lockup Trustee for the
month of March - Ron Valentine

May you always have. . .
Walls for the wind; a roof for the rain;
tea beside the fire; laughter to cheer you;
those you love near you,
and all your heart might desire.
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