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Dear Friends, 
 

Probably the two hardest parts of being an interim pastor are saying 
hello and saying goodbye. The only way I have learned to do it is to re-
member that our hellos and our goodbyes are to be prayerful, a call-
ing upon God to bless us in our life together, as we come near and as 
we go far. In fact, "Hello!" and "Goodbye!" mean something:" Hello!" 
means "Health to you!" and "Goodbye!" is a shortened form of "God be 
with you!"  And so, I say to you, not "Hi!" or "Bye"; as one who has only 
begun to know our congregation, but has indeed begun to know our 
congregation, I offer you my blessing as you welcome again a new pas-
tor: "The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord smile upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord give you the nod, and grant you peace!" 
  

Jim Link, Interim Pastor 

Support the Verna Easley Book Fund - 
On Friday, July 25th, Church Women United will host a spa-
ghetti dinner at the Western Reserve Christian Church of 
Hudson, 516 W. Streetsboro Street, Hudson.  Dinner will be 
served from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   The cost is $7.00 for 
adults and $4.00 for children. All proceeds will go to the Verna Easley Book 
Fund.  For more information, please see Marge Roberts. 

 

We’re here to help you with ALL of your pennies.  Women’s 
Fellowship will take them all off your hands.  With the pen-
nies you so generously give us we will purchase Gift Certifi-
cates to the Raffle at the Bazaar.   

There are collection containers (Penny Pincher bottles) in 
Fellowship Hall.  Fill a container and bring it in and drop off the pennies.  
Take it home and fill it again! 
 

THANK YOU!      Women’s Fellowship 
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During the next several weeks, we will be taking pictures before worship and 
during coffee hour.  We are doing this to make a directory for Rev. Kay so that 
she can begin to know everyone.  Please make yourselves available so that we 
can have this ready for her when she arrives. 
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CHURCH LIBRARY... 

THANK YOU for the support of the annual 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  giving 
time was extended due to the recent earth-
quakes, tsunami, and flooding disasters to 
which gifts to OGHS respond.  Because of 
ongoing gifts and special offerings, CWS is 
able to respond immediately through area 
partners especially when natural disasters 
strike.  The total collected was $743.00 to 
which non-directed gifts to Benevolence were 
added to allow a disbursement of $1,000. to 
be sent.  As this article is written, the CWS 
hotline stated response was currently helping 
people in the Midwest who had experienced 
severe flooding, those in China trying to re-
cover from the devastating earthquakes in 
May, and ongoing assistance to the people of 
Myanmar as they face the horrible effects of 
the May 3 tsunami. 
Thanks to directed gifts, additional funds 
were distributed to the Family Emergency 
Center, Relay for Life, CUE (UCC seminar-
ies), and the China orphanage which was 
home to Eleanor Holzwarth before she came 
to the U.S.  Please see anyone from the Be-
nevolence Committee for specific financial 
information. 

NEW DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY…
Thank you to the three persons who re-
cently donated books to the church li-
brary!  The books are: 
--In Lieu of Flowers – A Conversation 
for the Living  by Nancy Cobb is a medi-
tation on grieving through which the au-
thor’s personal experiences helps others 
to deal with their grieving. 
--Green Rubber Boots – A joyful jour-
ney to Wellness  written by Kathleen 
Whitmer, a former professor at Kent State 
University, who shares her experiences 
after she was diagnosed with cancer. 
--The Road to Hope  – written by 
Jeannette M. Silber, Janice McGrogan 
and Frank L. Weakley, M.D tells the story 
of Joseph S. and Jeannette M. Silber be-
ginning with their work with the Cuyahoga 
County American Cancer Society and the 
ultimate founding of Hope Lodge, a home
-away-from-home offering free accommo-
dations to persons and families needing 
to be near their medical facility for treat-
ment. 
The books are on the library cart in the 
library. 

Help us celebrate Jim’s faithful service to our 
church for the last nineteen months.  There 
will be a dinner to honor Jim and his family 
on Sunday, July 27th.  This will be the last 
chance to say good bye and good luck to Jim 
and his family.  The details will follow soon in 
the bulletin and on the website.   

Join us and help celebrate!! 

YOU ARE INVTIED TO A SPECIAL 
COFFEE HOUR - On Sunday, July 6, 
everyone is invited to a special coffee 
hour after worship during which friends 
and church family will have the opportu-
nity to meet and give their good wishes to 
Campbell Grace and Evelyn Elizabeth 
Hooper.  They will be baptized on this 
Sunday. Proud parents are Patrick and 
Erin Hooper and proud grandparents are 
Dave & Elizabeth Murch.  
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On August 16th & 17th I, again, 
plan to do my annual 150 mile 
bicycle tour. I will be joining over 
2000 other bicyclists riding 75 
miles per day each way from the 
Berea (Cuyahoga County) Fair-
grounds to Sandusky High 
School, near the entrance to Cedar Point and 
back on Sunday completing the two day 
event.  Pedal to the Point is a National MS 
Society major fundraiser.  
 

The goal of this event, as always, is to raise 
funds to fight the unpredictable effects and 
hopefully find a cure for this disabling dis-
ease.  MS is a prime of life disease striking 
people between the ages of 20 and 50. 
 

This year, again, and as in the past I will dedi-
cate my ride to John Towslee in particular and 
any of our friends and neighbors afflicted 
with MS.  John has assured me that he en-
dorses the MS Society’s efforts for this event 
and has always been a loyal supporter of my 
ride. 
 

With the Relay for Life having just ended and 
so many other benefits requesting our support 
I realize it is asking a lot but if anyone is will-
ing to help by being a sponsor for my ride this 
year it will be greatly appreciated. Any 
amount would be very helpful. Please make 
your tax deductible checks payable directly to 
National MS Society and give them to Mary 
Lou or myself.   
�
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The Emergency Assistance Center is very 
grateful for the ongoing donations of food 
items given by the members and friends 
of First Congregational Church.  Usually 
in short supply are: rice, spaghetti sauce, 
peanut butter, jelly, cereal, instant pota-
toes, hamburger or tuna helper; however, 
all non-perishable food items are appreci-
ated. Donations may be left in the narthex 
or in the container located under the coat 
rack near the kitchen.    
As the summer season begins, please 
don’t forget the Emergency Assistance 
Center when you shop!  Please check 
the expiration date on all items pur-
chased.   

2008 Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
150 Pedal to the Point 

OUTREACH  
OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMIT AND MEDINA BATTERED 
WOMEN’S SHELTERS  help thousands of 
people every year to stand, find courage, 
grow, change and gain independence.  With 
your help we can continue to keep a safe, 
healthy residence for those families who have 
chosen a violent free life.  If you can help, 
please consider the following immediate 
needs:  laundry soap, bleach, pine sol, mops 
brooms, laundry baskets, paper towels, paper 
plates, napkins tissue, plastic ware, hand 
wipes, diapers (size 4 to pull ups), food, sani-
tary items.  Because the shelters are not air 
conditioned, the following are needed: juice 
boxes, popsicles, ice cream floor fans, win-
dow fans, and bottled water.  You may contact 
the donation coordinator for drop off location 
information: 330-374-0740, ext. 21, Monday 
thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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Volunteers are needed to service on the Alter 
Guild.  The schedule is rotated on a monthly 
basis.  Responsibilities include: 
1. Keep the candles filled with oil. 
2.  Keep the candelabrum clean.   
3. Keep the communion cloths clean and re-
paired. 
4. Change the paraments as needed, follow-

ing the church liturgical calendar year. 
Please see Louise Jackson if you have any 
questions,  or call the office if you are inter-
ested. 

TLC NEEDED – If you are around the out-
side of the church and notice some weeding 
or “deadheading” needs to be done in the 
flower beds and are able to do so, your help 
will be greatly appreciated. 

�����������	
���� �
To Metro Health - NICU:  
110 Blankets    -             252 Year to Date 
  54 Hats          -             267 Year to Date 
  66 Pairs of Booties   -  167 Year to Date 
  17 Sweaters -    33 Year to Date 

The Knitwitters will have in indoor  
picnic luncheon following  

their meeting on August 7th. 

I am deeply appreciative of the church’s sup-
port for my trip to the Dominican Republic.  It 
was an amazing experience!  Our team was 
able to empower and encourage members of 
the church Iglesia Biblica Cristiana in La 
YaGuita, a very poor area.  We helped the 
church reach out to the community by plan-
ning activities every day.  The church is creat-
ing a youth center for the many children who 
spend hours on the streets every day. 
The church leaders are very passionate about 
their community and I was grateful to get to 
work along side them as they develop their 
vision.  They are truly doing God’s work, and 
I look forward to going back to work with the 
church, the children and the whole community 
in the future. 
 

Sincerely,   Karen Roddie 
(Please take time to look at the picture she 
sent along with her thank you.  It is posted on 
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.) 

Thanks to everyone for their cards, gifts, 
visits and prayers during my hospital stay 
and recovery at home.  They were very 
much appreciated. 
 

Elsie & Jim Peel 

Thank you for the use of your roasters 
and kitchen space for pasta dinner.  Your 
help made our dinner a huge success. 
 

Scout Troop 223 
�����������������������������������		� ��������	��������������
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1. The College Book Fund applicant must be: 
· a resident of North Summit County and 
· a member of one of the churches affiliated with Church Women United of North 

Summit County. 
· a college undergraduate. 

�

2. Application for a grant is made by letter, stating the student’s need. Letters must be 
endorsed by the applicant’s Pastor. 

�

3. Grants of $75.00 per semester are to be used for books only. 
�

4. Application letters for the Fall Semester must be submitted to Marge Roberts or the 
office by August 15th  (received by the Book Fund Chair by August 31st). Application 
letters for the Spring Semester must be submitted by mid-December (received by 
December 31st ). 

 
To the students getting ready to enter college—please have your letters of application turned in 
by August 15th—it will soon be upon us! Completed letters may be given to Marge Roberts or 
dropped off at the church office. If you have any questions about this opportunity, please call 
Marge Roberts at 330-425-4821 
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All games are played at the Glenwood Park ball fields.  The games are being played 
on Sundays this season. Come on out and play or support our team.  Games will 
continue through August. 

�July 6  5:00 pm Field No. 2 
Christ the King vs. First Congregational Church  

July 13  8:00 pm Field No. 1 
Faith United Methodist vs. First Congregational Church 

July 20  8:00 pm Field No. 1 
United Methodist of Chagrin vs. First Congregational Church  

July 27  8:00 pm Field No. 1 
First Congregational Church vs. Walton Hills Church 
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VIRGINIA WAGER FORD 90, passed away peacefully, June 7, 2008. A long-time resident of 
Twinsburg, she served for many years on the board of the Twinsburg Public Library and was a 
trustee of the Twinsburg Congregational Church. Born in Cleveland and raised in Cleveland 
Heights, she was a graduate of St. Ann's School, Cleveland Heights High School, and Ohio 
University. Virginia was preceded in death by parents Floyd and Mary Wager, brothers Thomas 
and James Wager, and sister Dorothy Wolf. She is survived by daughter Terry Sosnowski 
(Thomas) of North Canton, sons Trent (Celia Drummond) of Roquebrune sur Argens, France; 
Manley (Krisann Hester) of Milford, MI; Kirwin (Jeanie) of Staten Island, NY; and Kennard 
(Jean) of Akron. Services were held at the First Congregational Church on the square in Twins-
burg on Monday, June 16. She was laid to rest at Crown Hill Cemetery. The family suggests 
donations to the Twinsburg Public Library Foundation (www.twinsburglibrary.org), the Alz-
heimer's Association (www.alz.org) or the World Wildlife Federation (www.wwf.org).  

 

Sorry I wasn’t able to be with you last month but I was on to Jamaica 
with the Davets and then I flew over to be with Thelma and Ron.  How 
nice of them to take me along.   
 

But when I got back did you people outdo yourselves or what?  It was 
one big feed after the next.  It started with the choir party.  Chrissy, I 
want you to know I chipped in on the gift you received.  I’m just sorry you aren’t going 
to be singing over the summer.  I will miss you all.  It gets lonely in the choir loft.   
 

Then those men put on the great breakfast coon afterwards.  I always like to be 
around when the men cook because there are more crumbs still around when they 
leave.  Will, the egg dish was especially tasty.  Then on to the pot luck for Rev. Kay.  
Those are always my favorites.  First of all, Lucille made those cute little favors.  How 
nice of her to make them just my size.  I was able to run off with two of them.  
Thanks!!!  Then to the food.  I was able to taste quite a few of the dishes but a mouse 
has only so much stomach space.  I’m not too happy about no more Souper Suppers 
but I suppose I’ll survive. 
 

I really enjoyed Christian Ed Sunday.  I like the kids best of all.  It’s my favorite time to 
see them perform.  Cassie and Austin did a great job thanks to Pastor Jim. Congratu-
lations to all. 
 

On a bright note, happy 50th to Marge and Jim.  I’m sure glad I know them.  They are 
fine people. 
 

Till next month . . .  

From The Church Mouse 



Youth Group Schedule  
 

August 30—Redwood Day in the after-
noon. 
 

Sept. 14—Canoeing after Worship Ser-
vice 
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                  July 2008 
      Lay Reader’s Schedule  

       July 6—Will Adams                        

      July 13—Tom Holzwarth  

      July 20—Gwen Richner 

      July 27—Vivian Weiss    

    Children’s Sermon Schedule 

      July 6—Denice Sheehan 

      July 13—Will Adams 

      July 20—Joel Pietrantozzi 

      July 27—Karen Holzwarth 
 

If there are any changes to this, please 
 let the office know so  

that it can be correct in the bulletin. 
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July 6—Mikki Pietrantozzi 
July 13—Madison/Linden Miller 
July 20—Women’s Chorus 
July 27—Kathy Lessman 
There are still Sundays open for the rest 
of the summer.  Please see Chrissy Ster-
ling if you wish to participate in August. 

� 
 � � � � � � 
 � � 	 �



� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �
	 
 � � 	 
 � � � � � � �

�����,�����������	
������	�����	���

Summer has arrived, our part of God's kingdom has sprung to life and is green again. It's good 
to have Tom home and cutting firewood for the coming other seasons. 
   

We have called a new Pastor. For those of you who weren't able to be at the special meeting on 
the first of June, Reverend Kay Krejci will take her place at the spiritual helm of our church 
home on August first.  There are wonderful times ahead for us as we move into a new period in 
our history as a community of folks who love God, and strive to honor and serve the One who 
has given us life and all that life has to offer, now and forever. 
  

This is a new beginning for sure, and I know we approach this new beginning with joyful an-
ticipation. As we pray for guidance in our future, let's all try to remember to thank God for our 
past, our entire past, as without all that has come before, we could not have arrived here now. 
  

All new beginnings in this life come with a new end. In calling Reverend Kay, we must 
bid Pastor Jim Link, and his beautiful family, a fond farewell. As we see his time with us come 
to an end, we must all be cognizant of just what Jim has done for us. 
  

As a dedicated interim, Pastor Link has chosen possibly the roughest path an ordained lover of 
God an take. It seems very clear to me that God laid this ministry on his heart knowing that he 
was the man for the job. Nearly two years ago, God presented Jim to our Pulpit committee. 
Each chose the other and off we went. 
  

We were angry and emotionally drained. I was one of more than a few who intentionally 
stayed away a few weeks. I've found that it is true what has been said about too many cooks, 
and I'm always ready to take a break. 
  

Jim watched us be angry and rude, he watched us express our distrust of folks called into life 
as  clergy, and of the larger church. Jim helped us to never let our distrust of them turn into a 
distrust of God. As he led through worship, joyful and otherwise, he kept our eye on God. He 
participated in the life of our church well beyond Sunday mornings by driving from Ohio City 
to attend meetings and social events, visit our sick and infirm. He has held our hands in pain 
and joy, survived some good natured jabs, and delivered a few as well. Jim has stood at our 
helm steadfastly through the worst of the storm, and now that we are in a calm sea and blue 
sky, his watch is over. "Time Orderly, sound four bells." 
  

The Fellowship Committee will host a farewell dinner for Pastor Link and his family on Sun-
day, July 27th, as planning is ongoing, details aren't available quite yet, we'll have announce-
ments at worship, and as always, Kathy will be able to answer all your questions. 
  

Finally, as we pray asking help for in what we are facing, lets all remember to thank God for 
all we are and all we have been,  and who we hope to become. 
  

As always, we thank God for the gift of Salvation, given through his Son, Our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
  

Thanks for lookin' in, 
 Will 
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