N Well, this is my final letter as Moderator and Inted to let all of you know
~ ™\ that | have thoroughly enjoyed serving the chufetse last 2 years. Thank
“you all of your support, patience and graciousme®s the past 2 years as it
has been a privilege to serve the faithful saift3he First Congregational
- Church of Twinsburg.

| was delighted to hear that Will Adams will seras Moderator and that
Carol Zenisek will continue to serve as Co-Modaratbhe church will be in
good hands with these two long-standing faithful/aets that both have ex-
perience in serving as Moderator. Please remembiémand Carol in your
prayers as they accept this responsibility.

In closing, | will offer a sincere prayer of oneraf favorite benedictions,

May the grace of our lord Jesus Christ and the lo/&od and the commun-
ion of His Spirit be with you always. May God blgssi and keep you, may
God's face shine upon you and be gracious unto May. God lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace.

In Christ,
Joel S. Pietrantozzi

Moderator
The First Congregational Church of Twinsburg — BdiChurch of Christ

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Schedule
All services will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 20
Host: Christian Community Fellowship Speaker: Bishop William Smith

Monday, January 21

Host: First Congregational Church Speaker: Rev. Jim Davis
Tuesday, January 22

Host: Faith United Methodist Church Speaker: Rev. Jim Link

Wednesday, January 23
Host: Shepard Road Christian Church Speaker: Rev. Mike Millet
Thursday, January 24
Host: Christ the King Lutheran Church Speaker: Rev. Mike Tralyor
Friday, January 25
Host: The Sanctuary of Praise Speaker: Deacon Vince Belsito

Please plan to join us for these services.
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Benevolence

The Benevolence Committee is grateful for the supgiwen committee projects in the past.
A reminder that funds for Benevolence comes froradtsources:

—Church budget. These funds are directed to Ourdbfs Wider Mission (OCWM), which
supports the work of the UCC at the state, naticarad world-wide levels.

—Non-specified funds (noted as missions on givimgedopes), which are the funds directed by
members/friends for the committee to disburse aag be used locally through the church’s
emergency fund, child sponsorship, disaster redief,

—The four mission offerings of the UCC - One Grétur of Sharing, Blanket Sunday,
Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, Christfuel, along with special offerings such
as for Blanket Sunday, the Stranded Travelers Flanmdsdisaster relief.

A reminder: Throughout the year, church members/friends can direct monetary gifts
through the church for specific causes (i.e. GlobaWlissions, Church World Service, Red
Cross, disaster relief, etc): the Benevolence Comttde will disburse the funds accord-

ingly.

Continuous collections include:

- used eye glasses, which are reconditioned fotbyg@ose in property areas throughout the
world. Glasses may be left in the church library.

- non-perishable food-items that are taken to timerfgency Assistance Center for distribution
in northern Summit County. Container for itemgifall by the kitchen.

- pop can tabs for Akron City Hospital burn un@ontainer for tabs is on the counter in Fel-
lowship Hall.

g ool

As always, this ministry is open to anyone wauld like to join, whether or not one knits
or crochets. Twice a month on th¥ and 4' Mondays of each month from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
the group meets in the church library for a timéedibwship, sharing, and prayer.

At this time the group is in need of gift bdgs the shawls, If you have any that are large
enough for a prayer shawl, the Seekers would ajgtecaving them. The bags can be plain;
there are some young people who like to decoratmthil'hey can be left in the church library.

Don't forget the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27 after worship service.

Annual Reports will be available for review the Sun  day before. Any questions,
please call the office, 330-425-2181.




" Our National Anthem in Ira L
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For those of us who are unaware, at a military theater, the National Anthem is played
before every movie.

From a Chaplain in Iraq:

| recently attended a showing of "Superman 3," here at LSA Anaconda. We have a
large auditorium we use for movies, as well as memorial services and other large
gatherings. As is the custom back in the States, we stood and snapped
to attention when the National Anthem began before the main feature.

All was going as planned until about three-quarters of the way through The National
Anthem the music stopped. Now, what would happen if this occurred with 1,000 18-22
year-olds back in the States? | imagine there would be hoots, catcalls, laughter, a few
rude comments; and everyone would sit down and call for a movie. Of course, that is,
if they had stood for the National Anthem in the first place. Here, the 1,000 Soldiers
continued to stand at attention, eyes fixed forward. The music started again. The Sol-
diers continued to quietly stand at attention. And again, at the same point, the music
stopped.

What would you expect to happen? Even here | would imagine laughter, as everyone
finally sat down and expected the movie to start.

But here, you could have heard a pin drop. Every Soldier continued to stand at atten-
tion. Suddenly there was a lone voice, Then a dozen, and quickly
the room was filled with the voices of a thousand soldiers, finishing where the re-
cording left off:

"And the rockets red glare,
The bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night
That our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O'er the land of the free

And the home of the brave?"

It was the most inspiring moment | have had here in Iraq. | wanted you to know what
kind of Soldiers are serving you here. Remember them as they fight for you! Pass this
along as a reminder to others to be ever in prayer for all our soldiers serving us here
at home and abroad.. For many have already paid the ultimate price......

Written by Chaplain Jim Higgins on 5/14/07 LSA Anaconda is at the Balad Airport in
Iraqg, north of Bagdad.

Thanks to Will Adams for sharing this with us.
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These ladies have been busy! Thanks to all of thei r hard work many people
have been blessed with their handiwork.

From the Church Library. . .

To make the library more “user friendly,” the check-out procedure involving
signing out items is being eliminated. As a reminder to return items, la-
bels are being placed on the front (when possible) of all church library ma-
terials requesting return to the church library. The labeling has been com-
pleted! Thanks to Mary Lou Sheller, Nancy Tyson and Andrea Bennett.
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Description: Usually Wears a Smile Angel Tree - Thanks from the Youth
- Group for everyone's support. We re-

- # : ceived: 12 packages diapers; 13 pack-
% % / ages wipes; 3 baby powder; 2 cans for-
& mula; 1 baby oil; 2 baby wash; 2 pacifiers;

'( ) ! 23 baby bottles; 18 pairs of socks; 17

bibs; 7 crib sheets; 72 hats / gloves; 6
Please Help Me!!! | have been arrested a”‘blankets; 14 washcloths & towels: 20
will be put in jail for theMuscular Dystro- pjankets: 5 pajamas; 16 boys/ girls
phy Association (MDA) Lock-up. Don't  sjeepers; 55 Onesies; 16 boys / girls

even bother asking what crime | have commitgats: 12 hoys / girls outfits and miscella-
ted — it's not really that important. | just havg,ggs toys.

to raise my bail of $ 1,500eforethe Lock-Up

and they will go easy on me, but | negair We also received this via email from
financial assistance to post my bond. Pleaghannon Wolf, Volunteer Coordinator for
lend your support! Pregnancy Care:

Your 100% tax-deductible donatiowill help | will be sending official thank you's to
MDA continue research into the cause and ti@eryone later, but | just wanted to let you
possible cure of the 43 neuromuscular digknow how appreciative we are of your ef-
eases they cover. Your Support of A forts to help us prOVide for our families at
Lock-Up will also helpMDA provide wheel- Christmas.

chairs, clinic visits and summer camp for th

. o he items collected at your church were
families served by the Association in our local : .
area just delivered--what a blessing the gener-

osity of your congregation is to us!

| MUST TURN IN ALL MY BAIL MONEY
ON January 16, 2008, SO PLEASE HELP
ME NOW!!

| will be in touch!

Thank you!

- : Shannon Wolf
| know it is a bad time of year to ask for donax | ,nteer Coordinator

tions, but this is a very good cause. Please
drop your donations off at the office or mail

them to the church. | appreciate your help in Life is measured not by the
raising my “bail money”. Any help you can breaths you take,
offer will be greatly appreciated. but by the moments that

take your breath away.
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Evening Women'’s Fellowship
Monday, January 7, 2008
7:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall

The presentation will be given
by Judy Richner
“Motif Notation”

This is part of her dance teaching.
Participation is encouraged.
Dress comfortably.

No prior experience is required. Come
and experience warm fellowship
and a good time.

Lockup Trustee for the
month of January - Ken Prentice

The Diaconate Committee’s next meeting
be held on January 29 at 7:30 p.m. All
and new committee members are encour
to attend. If you have any questions, ple
see Mike Muir or leave a message with
office.
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January Youth Group Schedule
Sunday, January 6, 6:00 p.m. - Sledding

Party at Bissells & rescheduled Christmas
party. Please bring a $5 gift suitable for a
male or female.

Sunday, January 20, 6:00 p.m. - Meet at

church—Easter planning.

The annual youth group sub sale will start
on January 13 after worship. The sale
will continue through January 27. The
youth group will be “locked in” February
2-3, when they will make the subs and
have them ready to be picked up after
service on February 3. The subs will be
$4.25 each or 3 / $12.00. Please help
support the youth. This is one of their big
fund raisers for the year.

Don't forget the Annual Meeting
on Sunday January 28
after worship service.
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