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Message from the Pastor: 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

 I begin with thanksgiving for all of you and the many ways you have continued 

to welcome and support my family in our getting settled here. Ken Prentice and 

Ken Roddie readied the parsonage, hanging French doors and wiping down 

walls, un-sticking windows, cupboard drawers and doors, replacing bathroom 

fixtures, insulating the attic door, arranging for the trees to be trimmed. Stan 

Jewell  still keeps an eye on thingsðsome leaf raking too. 
 

Two weeks ago, my husband, father and I caravanned from Green Bay to Twins-

burg with a Penske truck and two cars. Will Adams, Rich Bissell, Rick and Gail 

Herrilko, and Stan Jewell helped us unload at the parsonage.  Mary Lou Sheller, 

Elsie Peel  and the Womenôs Fellowship made sure we had food. Then, last 

week the moving van brought the furniture. While you and I were worshipping 

Sunday morning, Bruce, my husband, was directing movers with furniture, 

dishes, linens, etc. etc. etc.  while the snow, beautiful -it was,  blanketed every-

thing. (I thought Green Bay got more snow that Twinsburg ïhmmmm!) 
 

Meanwhile, Bob Hewett removed the office air conditioner and installed the 

storm windows in my church office. It is much toastier now.  Bob also has the 

parsonage garage detail in repairing the door opener. 
 

Slowly we are placing things. Sunday afternoon, I moved the rest of my belong-

ings from our daughter, Sarahôs apartment to the parsonage. Joanne Terry sur-

prised us with warm applesauce and the Knitwitters, via Louise Jackson, is mak-

ing sure we are wrapped in warmth and love with the beautiful afghan. Others 

are phoning and visiting, offering your spiritual, physical and emotional support 

in this moving experience. My family and I are grateful. 
 

I want to express a special thanks to Kathy Lessman, church office manager, 

who has helped keep me ñin orderò during this disheveled time. Her ability in 

working with people and equipment is an on-going gift to me and this church. 
 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS -EPIPHANY -Now, we are beginning a new year. It 

is the churchôs new year which begins November 30 with the first Sunday in the 

season of Advent. Advent means coming. JESUS IS COMING! Advent is a sea-

son of waiting, of getting ready, preparing for the coming of the Christ Child. 

There are four Sundays preceding Christmas. One of the traditional Advent 

hymns is ñO Come, O Come Emmanuelò.  We will light a candle each Sunday 

in preparation and to help us wait.  Christmas is more than one day. It is also a 

season lasting twelve days. It begins December 25. January 5 is Twelfth Night. 

January 6 begins the season of Epiphany. As we tell the Christmas Story, re-

member the ñwise onesò (three kings) do not arrive with their gifts until January 

6. 
 

Blessings, Kay Krejci 
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING  
YOUR gifts to the annual Christmas offer-
ing this year will be divided three ways: 
 

UCC Christmas Fund  - Formerly called 
ñVeterans of the Cross,ò this fund helps 
provide pension and health premium sup-
plementation to low-income retirees, 
emergency assistance to the families of 
clergy and lay employees, and Christmas 
Gift Checks to annuitants. 
 

First Congregational Pastoral Emer-
gency Fund  - This will allow our church 
to respond to special needs within the 
congregation or to local ñfriendsò of the 
church where those needs are not cov-
ered by other funds such as unexpected 
medical expenses or help with a utility bill. 
 

Disaster Relief  - The need for disaster 
relief is endless as natural disasters and 
famine are relentless in affecting people 
throughout the world.  Unless another 
specific cause arises, Church World Ser-
vice will be the recipient. 
  

The Christmas Offering envelopes will be 
in the pew racks beginning Sunday, De-
cember 21, through Sunday December 
28.  Please be aware that if you prefer 
your Christmas offering gift not be divided 
but directed to one of the three out-
reaches, just make a note on the giving 
envelope. 

ADVENT FAST - As has been the custom 
at First Congregational, fasting  one meal 
a week during advent for those who are 
medically able to do so is suggested with 
the cost of the fasted meal being set 
aside for either the Christmas offering or 
an outreach of your choice.  To make the 
experience more meaningful and if your 
schedule allows, spend the fasted meal 
time in meditation and prayer.   

It is that time of year again!  

Just a reminder to all Council Mem-
bers / Committee Chairs  - Your An-
nual Reports are due to the office by 
December 30, 2008.  They may be 

emailed to the office or dropped off.  

Diaconate needs your help!  
 

The Diaconate needs your assistance.  
We are in search of families or individuals 
who would like to be involved in the Ad-
vent Candle Lighting. Volunteers are 
needed for December 14th and the 
Christmas Eve service.  It is not difficult 
and will not require a large amount of 
preparation.  Anyone interested contact 
Kathy Lessman in the office of a member 
of the Diaconate. 

We are also getting ready to prepare the 
schedule for lay readers and childrenôs 
sermon hosts.  If you are interested, 
please let the office know.  Your participa-
tion in the worship service is greatly ap-
preciated.  You will be given a copy of the 
worship service before the Sunday of par-
ticipation, so you will have time to famil-
iarize yourself with the service. If you 
would be willing to be a substitute, please 
contact the office. This is a way to use 
your talents to contribute to the worship 
service. If you have any questions, please 
see Ken Prentice or Bonnie Williams, or 
any member of the Diaconate. 
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Womenôs Fellowship 

 Joint luncheon and meeting with Knitwitters 

Thursday, December 4, 2008  12:00 Noon Pot Luck luncheon 

The guest speaker will be Vickie Woods, the 

Coordinator of volunteers at Hospice of Western Reserve. 
 

President:  Dorothy Bascombe                                                               

Hostesses: Vi Downer & Marge Roberts  

Devotions: Mary Lou Sheller 
 

We will have our regular potluck luncheon,  so bring along a dish to share and  table 
service.  As has been the custom  for several years, there will be a small monetary gift 
collected to be given to a chosen charity.  All are welcome; we hope to see you there! 
 

Donôt forget, we will be packing homemade cookies for our shut-ins on Monday, De-
cember 15

th
 at 1:00 pm, in Fellowship Hall.  Please consider donating one or two 

dozen cookies to help fill the 25-30 one pound coffee cans.  Please, no soft cookies or 
brownies.  They do not pack well. If you are not a baker, perhaps you would consider 
helping with the packing or delivery.  Cookies can be brought to Church on Sunday, 
December 14

th
 and left in the kitchen for us or if you would like to donate cookies and 

need to have them  picked up, or know someone we should add to our list of recipi-
ents,  please call Liz Murch at (330) 425-8393. All donations of cookies and time are 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Many thank youôs are due to all who participated in the Bazaar project this year.  
Whether you donated  soup, pies or bakery; helped serve, setup or cleanup; were in 
charge of a table, bought raffle tickets or  enjoyed the many good things to eat, we 
say . . . THANK YOU, THANK YOU , THANK YOU!  
 

There will be no meeting in January for Womenôs Fellowship.  The next meeting will 
be on February 5, 2009. 

Evening Womanôs Fellowship Christmas Meeting  

Monday December 1st at 7:00 at the home of Carol Zenisek, 

 1601 Strauss Lane, Twinsburg 
 

Please bring a signed Christmas card, with a favorite verse, phrase, or saying in it, in a blank 

envelope. The envelopes will be passed out at random and shared with everyone. Refresh-

ments provided by our hostess. All women of the Church are invited for this evening of fel-

lowship & fun. 
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ðto all those who contributed to the suc-
cess of the Yankee Bazaar on November 
15 beginning with preparations, help dur-
ing the day, and cleanup.  Indeed, the 
spirit of hospitality was alive and well at 
the Bazaar. 
ðto Marge Roberts who has been so 
faithful with her gift of Thanksgiving deco-
rations throughout the church including 
Sunday School rooms. 
ðto Bob Hewett, Judy Eisenberger, Kathy 
Lessman, and Paul Munn for the tasty 
soup at the November soup supper. 
ðto those who continue to sign up for  
coffee hours after worshipða marvelous 
time of fellowship.  When goodies arenôt 
available, just having someone willing to 
prepare and serve beverages is most ap-
preciated. 
ðto George & Marge Richner who faith-
fully collect and deliver the donations to 
the Emergency Assistance Center. 
ðto the Doe family for the snow removal 
at the church.  
ðto Bob Davet, Ken Roddie, and Rick 
Herrilko for all of their hard work at the 
church and parsonage. 
ðto all the people who helped clean the 
church and get the parsonage ready for 
Rev. Kay. 
ðto Chrissy Sterling for the wonderful 
Thanksgiving Anthem accompanied by 
the chime choir.  She really works hard 
managing the Adult Choir and the Chime 
Choir.  It sounded great!! 
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The ñRaffle Committeeò wants to thank eve-

ryone who gave of their time and their talents 

to make the 2008 Raffle a success.  To the 

congregations, our thanks for the $475.00 in 

pennies collected.  We still have $25.00 left in 

the Womenôs Fellowship account.  Please 

keep the pennies coming.  Remember ñA 

penny saved is a penny earned!ò Thanks to 

everyone who bought tickets.  Have a won-

derful year and we will see you again next 

year. 

 

Winnerð2008 Raffle 

Mamie Brinker  Lucy Dooley 

Louise Jackson  Allison Williams 

Bonnie Williams  Bobbie Doughtery 

Diane Cartroza  Margaret Gillespie 

David Cooper  Joyce Taylor 

Hazel Patena  Pat Cropp  

Diane Cartroza  Kathleen Roberts 

Elanore Csantos  Millie Frieling 

Pete Gugliotta  Elanore Simececk 

Bill Wagner   Virginia Bartels 

Pat Cropp   Carol Zenisek 

Mary Lou Sheller  Beverly Kress 

Terri Bissell 

FROM THE CHURCH  

LIBRARY...  

The Christmas holiday time is a 

natural time to read about angels 

and miracles.  Church library books 

on these topics will be featured on the library 

book cart during December.  Please take time 

to browse and take a book home to read. 

Rev. Kayôs installation service is scheduled 

for January 11, 2009.  Please note this on 

your calendar.  There will be more details 

coming in next monthôs Tower and the Sun-

day bulletins. 



Dear friends and family, 

I hope you are doing well.  I know some of you have already seen 
snow fall, some more than others, but here is Chicago Iôve only caught a few glimpse 
of what might have been snow. As the end of the year quickly approaches, itôs hard to 
believe itôs been almost six months since I was in the Dominican Republic.  I continue 
to check in with the Kays, who hosted us, and a couple church members from Iglesia 
Bibiblica Christiana, in the community of La Yaguita.  They have shared inspiring news 
and I wanted to take a moment to share with you the fruits of you generosity.  

After our group left La Yaguita, a samm slum community of winding, dirt roads, Pastor 
Ramon and Max, a church leader, continued to connect with the children in the more 
remote areas.  There are about 9,000-10,000 children in La Yaguita and although 
there is public school there are not enough resources to provide day long schooling to 
all children and so the students attend either a day or afternoon shift.  As a result, chil-
dren roam the streets fighting off the invitations of gang and drug activity, all while their 
family works long hours.   

The dangers of the streets of La Yaguita are very well known to Pastor Ramon.  For 
many years, he has cultivated his vision of creating a youth center at the church.  Well 
in just the past few months, the church was reenergized by Pastor Ramonôs vision and 
the encouragement we were able to provide.  New life has sprung up out of the con-
gregation, and they opened the Child Development Center in August!  The Center 
serves 65 children and runs in the morning and afternoon, and they continue to move 
forward with their goal to serve even more kids.  Life down there is by no means eas-
ier but as Bob Kay reports, the center is ña safe haven where children can receive a 
hot meal, and extra attention and teaching.  Pastor Ramon would like to see these 
children become leaders and change agents in their community.ò 

Between you and me, we were able to contribute time and money towards the reality 
of the Center, which has resulted in improving the lives of 65 children so far. . .  Thank 
you. 
 

In Christ, 

Karen Roddie 
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Thank you to the congregation and to Rev. 

Kay for all of the cards, prayers and hospital 

visits when Stan was in the hospital.  He is 

doing much better now.  He is ready to come 

back to church, but we will see how he gets 

along.  Thanks to everyone.  

 

Stan & Jan Cook 

Please join Rev. Kay and the Pastoral Re-
lations committee for a discussion about our 
mission and ministry at First Congregational 
Church on Wednesday, December 3 at 6:30 
p.m.  We will be sharing our joys and con-
cerns regarding our church.  Everyone is in-
vited to attend and share their views. 
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Member News 

Happy Birthday to:  
Kathy Lessman 

12/01 

Steve Lessman 

12/01 

 

Caryn Keffer    12/02 

Lyndsey Bowers    12/03 

Michelle Cook    12/05 

Nichole Cook Wunderle  12/05  

Roni Roberson    12/05 

Jeffrey Conway    12/06 

Doug Verbic    12/07 

Jared Doe     12/10 

Carol Zenisek    12/11  

Russ Terrill    12/12 

Madelyn Sokolowski  12/15 

  Kayla Siladi  

12/16 

   Marie Felixson  

12/16 

    

Anthony Pietrantozzi       12/17  

Cody Roberts    12/18  

Gwen Richner    12/19 

Giz Roddie    12/19 

Matthew Miller    12/21 

 Bonnie Mayfield    12/22  

Jason Williams    12/22 

Sophie Keith   12/22  

George Richner   12/24 

Millie Frieling    12/27 

Dave Murch   12/29 

Happy   
Anniversary  to:  

Tom & Karen Holzwarth 

12/19/1987 
           

Jenny & C J Romano 

12/13/1997 

If  we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please call the church office so we can update 

our records. 

Congratulations to Will Adams and 
Janet HanzelðEmily had her baby!  Her 
name is Ava Rose and she weighed 4 lbs 
10 oz. and is 18ò long.  Mother and baby 
are doing fine.   

We need names and addresses for members 
and friends that are unable to get out so that 
we can remember them during the holidays.  
Please call the office or drop them off  as soon 
as possible. 
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Bonnie Williams  

Dan Richner  

Rick Sheehan 

Dave Schilling 

Aaron Mayer 

Ken Prentice ð Bread 

Judy Turk - Greeters 
 

Communion will be   
Sunday, December 7th  

this month 

           Lay Readerôs Schedule  

        December 7ðTara Schilling                        

         December 14ðJane Weiss  

       December 21ðDan Richner 

      December 28ðGayle Davet 
    

       Childrenôs Sermon Schedule 

       December 7ð Terri Bissell 

       December 14ðTom Holzwarth 

       December 21ðWill Adams 

       December 28ðDenice Sheehan 
   

If there are any changes to this, please 

 let the office know so  

that it can be correct in the bulletin. 

   December 7, 2008                December 14, 2008        
     Gordon Weiss     Melissa Schilling 
     Caitlin Sheehan            Madelyn Sokolowski 
 

  December 21, 2008       December 28, 2008 
    Sophie Keith                  Mark Holzwarth 
     Seth Richner                     Brianna Pratt 
 

Christmas Eve 
Kayla Bensie  Anthony Pietrantozzi 
Jared Doe  Gwen Richner 

Melissa Schilling 

Please plan to meet 15 minutes before the 
service to review special Christmas Eve lighting 
instructions. 

The families of  the names in bold have  

Acolyte Coordinator Duty and should light  

the sticks and assist the acolytes.  Please see 
the instruction sheet posted on the wall next 
to the sticks. If  you are unable to serve on  

your assigned week, please find a  

replacement and notify the church office  

of  the change. Thank you! 

Scrap Booking  

Friday,  

December 19  

6:00 p.m.ñmidnight  

 in the Fellowship Hall  

                         Sunday School       Worship Service 

Oct 26th                  47       98    

Nov 2nd                  33         104     

Nov 9th             38      106    

Nov 16th                49               118 

Nov. 23rd 64      121 
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Oh!  Life is Good!!!!!  This is absolutely the best time of the year.  I had 
a bit of trouble setting up for the Bazaar but with Marge and Mary 
Louôs help, it went a lot faster.  I enjoy the odds and ends room be-
cause it is the most interesting.  I found a little house that I fit in per-
fectly.  It was only a quarter.  What a buy.  But of course the best part 
is the sou p kitchen.  I found an apron that just fit and went to town.  
Marissa almost caught me sampling the soup but I was faster than she.  Then I went 
out to buy raffle tickets because I wanted to win something so I asked the girls (Doris, 
Betty, Bev and Joyce) to write my name on the tickets.  They gave me some grief but 
finally we got it done.  Lo and behold, I won.  Wonôt they be surprised to found out 
what? 
 

Last Sunday I was with Jared when he was an acolyte.  I surely wish those lighter 
worked better.  But I thought he did a good job.  He was so cool.  Gordon helped him.  
It is good to have friends. 
 

Speaking of friends, I want you all to know how happy I am to be part of my church.  I 
know hospitality is the key word right now but it really works. A few months ago I was 
sitting out in the congregation when a small child spoke out loud during the service. I 
looked around to see how people would react.  Well, they were all laughing and smil-
ing.  This is what I call love. 
 

Don, it is surely good to have you up and around.  Donôt scare us all again, OK? 
 

Merry Christmas to All,     The Church Mouse 

Holiday Calendar of Events  

December 6: Christmas Caroling at the VA Hospital - meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. 
 

December 7:  Second Sunday in          Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
                      Advent - Love               Worship 10:30 a.m. 
     Communion         Birthday Party for Jesus 
            Pot Luck Dinner 5:30 ; Program 6:45 p.m. 
 

December 14:  Third Sunday in                Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
       Advent - Joy                   Worship 10:30 a.m. 
                       

December 15: Womenõs Fellowship 12:00               Pack Christmas Cookies for shut-ins;  
 

December 21:  Fourth Sunday in                             Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
                  Advent - Peace                     Worship 10:30 a.m. 
                      Youth Group 6:00 p.m.  Live Nativity / Christmas Party 
 

December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:30 p.m. 
 

December 25:  Christmas Day          Merry Christmas 
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Message from the Moderator: 

By the time this issue of the Tower gets into your home my Margie and I will have re-
turned from Florida with a picture, and maybe two of our newest Grandbaby. Emily is 
in labor as I sit here, our bags are packed and we can't wait to get down there and get 
our hands on Ava Rose. 
  

This wonderful event brings to mind all the things I enjoy, because even though I am 
far away from all my Grandbabies, I enjoy them when I can. 
  

I enjoy listening to Public Radio, especially on Saturday morning. Click and Clack, the 
Tappet brothers, and Michael Feldman. They relax my brain while I cook the breakfast 
which keeps my belt buckle hidden, and putter around the house. 
  

I enjoy my couch, it offers a perfect view of the television, and there is a prayer shawl 
draped across the back which serves as a very gentle reminder of a God who loves 
me and has given me a caring church family to remind me of that love. 
  

I enjoy long car rides through the beautiful country we call our home. Marge and I re-
fuse to be held hostage by gas prices, and her little car gets great mileage. We re-
cently drove diagonally across the state and ended up at the Freedom Center, the 
home to the Underground Railroad Museum. A worthwhile trip that I would recom-
mend to any one, it is a wonderful and fascinating facility. The glass front wall of the 
building faces the Ohio River and Kentucky, and was built in Cuyahoga Falls by my 
favorite brother law, our own Rick Herrilko. 
  

I enjoy cutting and splitting firewood, simply because it is a task which I learned from 
my Father, and I can't pick up a chain saw, or a maul without thinking of Fran. I enjoy 
writing this article because Mom wrote, and wrote well. She once wrote an entire col-
umn about a mosquito. Not mosquitoes, just one, the one that bit her while she was 
wondering what to write for her weekly column.    
  

I have enjoyed a couple of careers, and I still enjoy going to work each day. I enjoy it 
because I work with really good folks, and my occupation is interesting, fast moving 
and current. I also enjoy working because I can. I am able, and there is work for my 
hands to do. 
  

I enjoy going to church meetings. I know almost as much about what's happening 
around here as Kathy does. I get to listen to what each committee is doing and has 
done, and what you are planning for the future. I also get to make ridiculously bad 
jokes at council meetings and nobody throws stuff at me. A sure sign not only of how 
civilized our church is but of how few members of my family are members here. 
  

I enjoy singing in the choir, attending worship, and being part of this small corner of 
God's kingdom. 
 
Continued on page 10  



Page 10 
VOLUME 54  
ISSUE 12   
THE TOWER    

As we look forward to the new year we have a lot of things to think about. We have 
a new Pastor to install, that is of course if you think we should keep her. We will have 
new committee members to elect and a budget to pass. But don't despair, it's not all 
doom and gloom. We have events aplenty to make you forget how cold and nasty the 
weather will have become. 
  

Carol and I have been meeting with folks from the Solon Community Church and the 
Bainbridge Congregational Church since September, and we all decide to stop keep-
ing all the fun for ourselves. We are planning a spaghetti dinner for January when all 
three congregations can come together and get to know one another. We started 
meeting out of a feeling that we are all facing the same challenges. We're all in our 
own budget crises, none of us are standing at the door to control the stampede of new 
members rushing to join us, and we all need to find new ways to deal with being small 
town churches in towns which are no longer small. We have decided to meet the fu-
ture head on and make it ours. We will succeed, we just have to pray like its all up to 
God, and work like its all up to us.  
       

It will be pleasant work and we will have fun along the way. I know this because it's 
what we do. We've been here for 186 years, that's a pretty good start, but we've still 
got a ways to go. 
 
God's love to you, 
 

Clousseau 
Will Adams 

Message from the Moderator: Continued 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

Sunday December 7th        Dinner and Live Theatre! 
 

The Christian Education Committee joyfully announces our annual Birthday Party for Jesus, a 

family program for all ages in this season of glad tidings. Our celebration will begin with a 

potluck dinner for the congregation at 5:30p.m. Bring your favorite dish to share. Join us for 

comforting food and warm fellowship. 
 

Our dinner will be followed by a fabulous program open to all in the community. Everyone is 

welcome to join us in our sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. for a presentation from Bob Kloos, artistic di-

rector and co-founder of Beacon Street, performing arts in ministry. There will be song, scrip-

ture, story and more to help us journey from preparing the way to celebrating the coming of 

Christ. Bob has titled his presentation ñA Celebration of Anticipation,ò marking our transition 

from darkness to light, from hope to the fullness of joy. A free will offering will be received. 

Please plan to join us. 
 

5:30-6:30 p.m.  Potluck dinner         6:45-7:45 p.m.  A Celebration of Anticipation 
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Dated Material�³ 

Please Rush! 
 

 

Articles for the Tower may be e-mailed 
directly to the church at firstcongrega-
tional.church@windstream.net. Hard copies, 
CDõs, or diskettes may be dropped off  at the 
office.  
 

Tower deadlines are posted on the monthly 
calendar and in the Sunday worship bulletin. 
For questions, or to be added to or taken 
off  the mailing list, please send an e-mail or 
call the church office  at 330-425-2181.  

T o w e r  S u b m i s s i o ns 

Come worship with us  

and bring a friend! 

Sunday School  9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
Office Hours:  

Monday through Friday  

9 a.m. to 1p.m.  

A Publication of the First Congregational Church of Twinsburg  
United Church of Christ  
9050 Church Street  
Twinsburg, OH  44087 

Church: 330 -425-2181 

fax: 330-425-1759   

e-mail: firstcongregational.church@windstream.net  
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