VBS Recap

: We had an action-packed week at the Great Bible Reef
Great g

; Vacation Bible School! “Show me your paths and teach
. BIBLE

me to follow” (Psalm 25:4) was the Great Bible Reef

ﬁEEF theme verse. 25 children (24 full-time and 1 part-time)

e et discovered what it meant to be called as God's disciples!

Set in an exciting and fun underwater environment, this
lively VBS program engaged your kids through kid-friendly Bible stories
that emphasized discipleship combined with lots of fun-filled activities
(cool crafts, catchy reef tunes, zany games, yummy snacks, new science
experiments, and lots of new friends!). Kids learned how we care, help,
trust, believe, and listen so that we can share the good news with others.

Entire families participated in VBS by taking part in our mission project.
This year we partnered with the American Red Cross. Children gave to
the Red Cross daily through our ‘Penny Drive’ that benefits local disaster
relief as well as to our ‘Teddy Bear Drive’ that benefits children who have
been victims of house fires. At last count, we collected $76.39 in pen-
nies and 71 teddy bears! Thank you for helping our church and this
agency show God’s love and help to those in need!

The week wrapped up with a Tropical Beach Party celebration of food
and fun with friends and family. A pinata surprised the kids with unex-
pected treats! Lastly, we took a group photo prior to heading back to the
sanctuary for the final daily as well as weekly recap!

Finally, we celebrated Jesus’ love for everyone at the Post-VBS Celebra-
tion on Sunday, June 24 at 9:30 AM. It was a fun and meaningful time for
sharing what we experienced at Great Bible Reef VBS.

We are currently working on a scrapbook that should be completed in the
next couple of weeks — be on the lookout! Thank you for sharing your
children with us at The 2007 Great Bible Reef! We look forward to see-
ing you and your children next year at Vacation Bible School!

In Christ,

Debbie Dolfi

The 2007 Great Bible Reef VBS Director
& The Great Bible Reef VBS Staff at
The First Congregational Church of Twinsburg
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Benevolence c'<cH‘-BARY-

_ A special donation just receiv
A big THANK YOU for all the support of the jn the library is a gift from Gres

annual One Great Hour of Sharing collectiofyssell, pastor at First Congreg

As a result of your generosity, about $80fhnal from October, 1991 through:
will be sent to Church World Service as WRugust 1997. The book of essays titled
join nine other denominations in making &omfort Ye - Finding Light in Times of Dark-
difference in the lives of our neighborgess compiled by Richard H. Schmidt of
throughout the_ world. To Iearn_more ab_o_llﬁorward Movement, shares responses to
CWS and its many services, Visifyestions posed when facing some of life’s
ohgs.ucc.org or read the CWS Hotline repagple retching experiencesGrouped in two
updated weekly on the downstairs hall bullgections, the essays in the first section are the
tin board. result of a personal experience, aRdy
Locally, members and friends have thattention to Nudgedy Greg Russell is the
ongoing opportunity to help others by corfirst one. In his piece, Greg shares how he
tributing nonperishable food items for theoped with the sudden death of Jane, his
northern Summit County Emergency Centdseloved wife who was known and loved by
With children home from school for themany including those who knew her when
summer, there is an increased need for ite@eeg was pastor here. The second section
such as cereal, peanut butter and jelly, aaddresses a broader scope of issues arising
macaroni and cheese. from tragedy and loss. Thanks to the Weiss
family for the “personal” delivery of the book.

USED EYE GLASSES, POP TABS, AND _

SOUP LABELS are also being collected andor the youthGods Words of Life for Teens,

will be processed through Church Wome§ an extra copy of the book presented to
United. All three items may be left on thedraduating” acolytes by Christian Ed. Scrip-

shelf just inside the church library door. turally based, the book is organized alphabeti-
cally to give guidance to teens on issues such

as attitude, dating, fear, God’s will, peer
pressure, temptation, and worry.

OUTSIDE FLOWERS

The flower beds at the church are doing well
thanks to: A Garden’s Promiseby Judith Couchman

—the person who donated a watering can  offers a creative approach to nurturing one’s
_those who take time to water the plants as spiritual life with a focus on pleasure garden-

needed ing. All three books will be featured on the
—those who weed and remove spent blossoms.

book cart during July.
There is a need for some trimming and cleanl-ockup Trustee for the

up on the north side of the front of the church o
if anyone can give a little time during the next month of July

few weeks. Thank you. Terri Bissell




The Great Bible Reef's Theme for the first day of VBS was 'God's People Care' and
the Bible Memory Verse was 'Care about [others] as much as you care about
yourselves (Philippians 2:4).' One need only look as far as the members of our
congregation for an heart-warming example of both the theme and the verse. My
heart overflows with gratitude for all of you who contributed in any way to VBS by so
generously volunteering your time, talents, resources, donations, and spiritual gifts to
and for participating in the 2007 Great Bible Reef Vacation Bible School at the First
Congregational Church of Twinsburg. May God continue to guide you in your teach-
ings, and inspire in you a richer understanding of community and commitment to
share God’s love with others.

I'd like to take a moment to acknowledge this year's VBS Staff and Volunteers:

Andrea Bennett Kayla Bensie Ariel Bissell
Ashley Bissell Terri Bissell Bob Davet
Gayle Davet Debbie Dolfi Troy Dolfi

Lisa Downor Todd Downor Janet Hanzel
Mark Holzwarth Kathy Lessman Stewart Lessman
Emma Link Pastor Kim Link Kevin Lowe
Bryan Mays Julie Miller Madison Miller
Joel Pietrantozzi Diane Powell Gwen Richner
Judy Richner Caitlin Sheehan Denice Sheehan
Mary Lou Sheller Chrissy Sterling Jane Weiss

Phil Weiss Vivian Weiss

Yours in Christ,

Debbie Dolfi
2007 VBS Great Bible Reef Director

Many thanks to Debbie Dolfi for taking on the job of VBS director. Debbie attended
Bible School last year for the first time at our church, and ended up being the director.
She did a great job. Bible School was a great success!!!
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1. The College Book Fund applicant must be:
. aresident of North Summit Courayd
. a member of one of the churches affiliated with ©€GhiWomen United of North
Summit County.
. a college undergraduate.

2. Application for a grant is made by letter, stgthe student’s need. Letters must be
endorsed by the applicant’s Pastor.

3. Grants of $75.00 per semester are to be used @kskbanly.

4. Af?plication letters for the Fall Semester mussbbmitted to Marge Roberts or the
office by August 15 (received by the Book Fund Chair by August 31sppkcation
letters for the Spring Semester must be submityealid-December (received by
December 31).

To the students getting ready to enter college—sgldéwmve your letters of application turned in
by August 15th—it will soon be upon us! Complegtigls may be given to Marge Roberts or
dropped off at the church office. If you have aoggiions about this opportunity, please call
Marge Roberts at 330-425-4821

2007 Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 150 Pedal to the Point

On August 18 & 19" | will be doing my annual 75 mile bicycle ride frothe Berea
(Cuyahoga County) Fairgrounds to Sandusky High 8i¢ghreear the entrance to Cedar Point
and back on Sunday for a two day 150 mile evertaPto the Point is a National MS Society
major fundraiser. Over 2,000 bicyclists participat¢his annual event over the two days.

The goal of this event is to raise funds to figie tinpredictable effects and hopefully find a
cure for this disabling disease. MS is a priméfefdisease striking people between the ages
of 20 and 50.

This year, again, and as in the past my ride iscdéetl to John Towslee in particular and any
of our friends and neighbors afflicted with MS.hddhas assured me that he endorses the MS
Society’s efforts for this event and is a loyal gogier of my ride.

Relay for Life has just ended with, again, greaicess therefore | realize it is asking a lot but
if anyone is willing to help by being a sponsor foy ride this year it will be greatly appreci-
ated. Any amount would be very helpful. Please mydaer tax deductible checks payable
directly to National MS Society and give them torylaou or myself.
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Special Music
For the Summer

Volunteers are needed for
special music for July and August. Any-
one who can sing or play a musical in-
strument is invited to sign up. This is a
great way for people to contribute to the
worship service. Youth are encouraged
to sign up as well as adults. Please see
Janet Hanzel if you wish to participate.

July Coffee
Hour

No one has signed up for
July for Coffee Hour. The
sign up sheet for the summer is up.
Volunteers are needed. Please take time
to add your name to the list.
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July 7th will be the Church Night for
the Akron Aeros game. There will be
fireworks after the game. Ticket price is
$7.00 each and will include the fire-
works. All the tickets have been taken.
If you haven'’t paid for them yet, please
do so as soon as possible. If you were
not able to get tickets, but would still
like to attend, there are still tickets
available for the game, you just won't
be seated with the rest of the group.
Any questions, please see Gayle Davet.



Just a reminder that the Third
Annual Twinsburg Farmer’s
Market will start on July 5th
from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
The Concert on the Square
will then start at 7:00 p.m. The market will
be located on Church Street again this
year. Come on down and support our
local farmers. Hopefully it won't decide to
rain every Thursday, like it did last year!

YOU ARE
INVTIED TO A
SPECIAL  COF-

FEE _HOUR - On
Sunday,

July 15, ship.

Seekers
Prayer Shawl Ministry

On Christian Ed Sunday, the Seekers were
pleased to present shawls/throws to graduates
and especially pleased that the seven high
school graduates were present to receive
them. It is hoped that these will remind the
students while they are at college that they
continue to be surrounded by the love and
prayers of their church family. Even though it
Is challenging to think about working with
yarn during the hot summer days, the Seekers
will continue to meet during the summer on
the 2% and 4. Mondays at 7 p.m. for that
special hour of sharing, prayer, and fellow-
July 8 and 2% are the upcoming

everyone is invited to a special coffemeeting dates; join us!

hour after worship during which friends

and church family will have the oppor-

tunity to give their good wishes to An-
drea Bissell. She is moving to Marye're here to help you with
land that week to begin her career asABL of your pennies.

high school math teacher.

Women'’s Fellowship will take
them all off your hands. With
the pennies you so generously give us we
will purchase Gift Certificates to the Raffle
at the Bazaar in the Fall. If we get

Anyone wishing to donateenough, we could have a raffle for a cash

. MEMORIAL
L0 DONATION
\331/-'5 a New Century Hymnalpyize too.
~~~orem~may do so. The cost is
$17.50. If you have any question

please see Elsie Peel.

The trustees are having all of the
carpets cleaned on Friday, July 6.
Tables, chairs and various furni-
ture will be put away, or moved so
that the carpets can be cleaned.
Please be patient with the mess.

ghere are collection containers in Fellow-
ship Hall and in the Narthex.

THANK YOU!
Women's Fellowship



If we missed your birthday, please call th
church office so we can update our recor
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BEVERLY ( BEV ) ANN HOLZHEIMER

(nee Elder) age 53, beloved wife of Alan J.;
loving daughter of the late Scott and Ann
Elder; dear sister of David Elder and Jane
Slivka; dearest aunt of Kevin and Adam
Slivka and Jessica Elder. The family would
appreciate memorials in her name to Ohio
Chapter of the Learning Disabilities Assn.,
(LDA) P.O. Box 784, Springfield, Ohio 45501
Bev was a long time friend of our church.
She had been cleaning during the summer.
This was something that she really enjoyed
and looked forward to doing every year. She
will be sadly missed. She and her husband,
Al, would have celebrated their first anniver-

esary on July 15. Please keep all of her family
dsin your prayers.
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2( 3+ the Glenwood Park ball
fields. Come on out and
% 1& * _\gs# Play or support our team.
6 +$ @ "o Games will continue
through August.
I - -
(" 3" $ July 11 9:45 pm Field No. 2
s ' St. Rita of Solon vs.
" $" ? First Congregational Church
s v 5 A = July 18 8:30 pm Field No. 1
9% 9% ] First Congregational Church vs.
% * 6.7 United Methodist of Chagrin
i '$." S July 25 8:30 pm Field No. 1

Faith United Methodist vs.
First Congregational Church
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Matthew 7:24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of nmidepats them into prac-
tice is like a wise man who built his house onrek. ?°> The rain came down, the streams
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that &épowyset it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock® But everyone who hears these words of mine ansl maeput them
into practice is like a foolish man who built hisuse on sand”’ The rain came down, the

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat agaiastitouse, and it fell with a great crash."”

The scripture from the Gospel of Matthew are Clsrisords to His disciples and one of the
featured texts for Vacation Bible School (VBS) thats held in the '8week of June at First
Congregational. The theme for the day that thisweas featured was “God’s People Listen”.
| believe that it is an excellent theme and textedeaching our children and one which adults
can learn from as well.

Christ’s words in the text sound like so much commense that | almost miss his advice and
exhortation. Just like the metaphor of the housdw®t is the foundation that we have built our
lives on? Concerning Christ’'s teachings, the fatioesh of our lives is the direct result of the
time that we spend reading the Holy Scriptures.r Khowledge of Christ’s teaching will
determine whether we are on a solid foundatiomosand. Why does this matter?

Another text featured during VBS is where peoplk Besus if a man was blind because of his
sin or a sin committed by his parents. This qoesis the result of a ‘sandy foundation’.
There is nothing in the Old Testament that teatha&speople who are handicapped are being
punished for their own sins or the sins of pastegations but it was a common belief among
the Israelites of Christ’s time. This is just asfemany examples of how the teachings of the
Bible where corrupted because of a lack of knowdedgd a desire to twist teachings to sup-
port a particular, yet non-Biblical, viewpoint.

OK, we all know that a person who is handicappead t®eing punished for sin but let’'s ask a
few different questions that contemporary Chrigiare divided on:

>— |s baptism a requirement for salvation?
>— Can you lose your salvation?

>— How do | know that, if | were to die today, thatbuld be acceptable to God?

These are just a few examples of how present dayd{s' theology divides us today. A solid
foundation in God’s Word will allow us to discemuth which will help us in the trials of our
lives.

In Christ,

Joel S. Pietrantozzi
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