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Message from the Pastor: 

Dear Friends,  
 I am glad that we will be able to celebrate another season 
together.  Thank you for all your kindness and patience toward your 
interim pastor.  Truly I have felt upheld and supported in every way 
as I have sought to serve the Lord with you all.   
 

 I want especially to commend the leaders of our congregation 
and all to whom we have entrusted responsibilities for ministry.  
This is a hard working congregation and in it we find many wit-
nesses to the living Lord who is “making all things new.” ( Revela-
tion 21 : 5 ) 
 

God Bless,  
 

Pastor Jim 

MissionMoment      God is still speaking, 
Vision of Unity 

 Shortly before Jesus was arrested, he prayed for unity among believers, 
“that they may all be one.” His prayer stated an ideal evident in the very crea-
tion of the United Church of Christ fifty years ago. In June 1957, two denomi-
nations—the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Re-
formed Church—came together to form this new denomination. Ever since, 
people from various backgrounds have expanded the UCC’s story—either as 
members, as new congregations, or as partners in ministry and mission. As 
many become one, there are more and more stories within the story.  A UCC 
congregation might attract new members who are joining a church for the first 
time, who are standing next to others raised in Catholicism, who are standing 
alongside others who have been part of a very different Protestant expression. 
Diversity in religious background is part of the UCC story!  The UCC is wel-
coming many Filipino, Marshallese and Samoan members into some of our 
fastest-growing churches. Cultural diversity is part of the UCC story!  And in 
the UCC’s Christian partnerships, we stand together with faithful sisters and 
brothers who practice a variety of traditions. Through Churches Uniting in 
Christ we are in relationship with eight other faith communions.  Uniting with 
other Christian churches is part of the UCC story.  In this our fiftieth year, we 
recognize the birth of the UCC on June 25, 1957.  We remember centuries of 
service by our predecessors that led to that day.  And we look ahead to the 
unfolding story of the United Church of Christ. 
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BLANKET SUNDAY 
FINAL REPORT  - Thanks 
to the congregation’s sup-
port, a check for $575. was 
sent to the Church World 
Service Blanket/Tools of 
Hope Program.  In addition, 
a number of blankets and 
other bedding were taken to 
the Emergency Center, which serves all of 
northern Summit County including Twins-
burg. 
 

REMEMBER TOD AND ANNA GOBLE-
DALE? - They are Global Mission mission-
aries serving now in Mulgrave, Australia.  
When we at First Congregational first became 
acquainted with the Gobledales, they were 
serving in Zimbabwe but had to leave when 
the political situation became too unstable.  
Read about the Gobledale children now ages 
19 and 22 on the Global Ministry Bulletin 
board at the bottom of the front stairs.   
 

LENTEN FAST - For those who have been 
able to fast one meal each week during Lent; 
the Benevolence Committee suggests a 24 
hour fast (EXCEPT FOR LIQUIDS) on Good 
Friday.  During this time it is suggested  
spending extra time in meditation–the youth 
prayer vigil is a good choice.  Turn the fast 
into a positive action with an extra gift of 
food or money for the Emergency Center or 
to a Hunger Center of your choice.   

TENZIN NONZIN is the name of the new 
child (11 years old) First Congregational is 
sponsoring through Global Ministries.  Unfor-
tunately, her picture and biographical infor-
mation were “borrowed” from the bulletin 
board.  We had another copy of the bio but 
only one picture and probably will not receive 
another one for a year so would appreciate the 
picture being returned.   Tenzin is a resident 
of the Tibetan Refugee Self Help Center in 
Darjeeling, India as was Palden Sangpo who 
we sponsored prior to his turning 18.  We 
have received our first letter from Tenzin–
posted on the bulletin board; it is hoped that 
one of the Sunday School classes will “adopt” 
Tenzin and send her notes and pictures. An-
netta Muir will respond for the committee to 
Tenzin; however, anyone is welcome to write 
to her. 
 

CLEVELAND CHRISTIAN 
HOME ANNUAL WALK 
AND RUN FOR THE KIDS 
- Although schedules this year 
prevent the Benevolence 
Committee from  participating 
in this walk as a committee, 
we would encourage individ-
ual or family participation.  
The event is scheduled for April 14 at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  Further informa-
tion is on both the hall bulletin board and the 
Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - This annual special offering through which the 
United Church of Christ and nine other Christian denominations cooperate with Church World 
Service and offers hope and well-being to people around the world will be held on May 20 
this year.  Information, including banks, will be forthcoming beginning April 15.  This life-
giving tradition, which began in 1949, works with international ministry partners and with the 
domestic UCC disaster network, to help people make vital basic improvements in their lives. 
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Graduate Information 
Needed 

 

Christian Ed will honor 
graduates from high 
school ,  technical  
school, or college on 
Christian Ed Sunday.  
Please call, email the 

office, or leave a note in the Christian Ed 
box with the graduate’s name, school 
information, and future plans. 

Mark These Dates on your Calendar 
 

June 10 - Christian Education Sunday 
                ( Date changed ) 
June 18 - 22 - Vacation Bible School 
        ( Date changed ) 
June 24 - June 30 - Camp Christian for 
Sr. High 
July 8-July 14 - Camp Christian for Jr. 
High 

Youth Group Holy Week 
Activities 

 

The Youth Group will be host-
ing a Prayer Vigil on Good 
Friday, April 6, 2007 from 9:30 
am – 11:30 am.  The Prayer Vigil is a time of 
prayer, meditation and reflection on the atoning 
work of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
Booklets will be made available that contain 
Scripture and stories for reading during this time 
of contemplation.  Music will accompany the 
event. All are invited to attend and join our Youth 
Group in preparing our hearts and minds for the 
Easter holiday. 
 

The Youth Group will be hosting an Easter 
Sonrise Service on Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007 
starting at 7:30 am.  The Youth Group will lead 
us in the entire service that will include hymns, 
prayer, children’s sermon, mini-sermons, a skit, 
and communion.  Please come and watch our 
Youth lead us in this most important service on 
Easter.  Immediately following the service will be 
a Continental Breakfast and an Easter Egg Hunt 
for our little ones (chicks).  There will be no 
Sunday School classes.  Instead, Christian Ed 
will be hosting a Craft Session after the Easter 
Egg Hunt.   

For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
may be saved through Him. – John 3:16-17. 

There will be a very important Youth Group 
meeting on Sunday, April 1st from 6:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm in order to finalize all Holy Week 
activities.  Please plan on attending. 
After the Sonrise Service, no more Youth 
Group meetings until May. 

Volunteers Needed! - Volunteers are needed 
for Vacation Bible School.  The dates have 
been set for June 18 - June 22.  We need 
volunteers to teach, coordinate crafts, 
snacks, music, and other tasks.  It is a fun 
experience.  Please see Debbi Dolfi, or any 
Christian Ed member to sign up. 

Looking Ahead to May activities for the 
Youth Group -  

May 6 - Lasers or Whirlyball 
May 20 - Digital Scavenger Hunt 
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 The church library has a World 
Religions section with a number 
of books on different religions.  
Two books that may be of particu-
lar interest and help are Volumes I and II of 
How to Be a Perfect Stranger (A Guide to 
Etiquette in Other People’s Religious Cere-
monies).  Whether you are invited to a wed-
ding, funeral, or other religious service of a 
different faith or just want to expand your 
understanding of different faiths, these books 
serve as guidebooks to make you more com-
fortable in these settings while enriching your 
own spiritual understanding. 

FROM THE  
CHURCH LIBRARY... 

                               Women’s Fellowship Luncheon and meeting  
 

Thursday, April 5, 2007      12:00 Noon Pot Luck Luncheon 
Bring food to share and table service 

President:  Elsie Peel 
Hostesses: Mary Lou Sheller  

& Marge Roberts 
Devotions: Elsie Peel 

Program:  The Women at the 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

                              presented by Pastor Jim Link 

Evening Women’s Fellowship 
The Evening Women’s Fellowship group will 
meet on Monday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  The program will be on 
Judaism presented by Susan Schwartz.  This 
program is open to all members of the congre-
gation.  Come, bring a friend,  and join us as we 
learn more about the cultural, social, and 
religious beliefs and practices of the Jewish 
religion.  
The meeting in May will be held at Mavis 
Winkles Restaurant.  More information will be 
in the next issue of The Tower. 

Did you see the Adult 
Choir’s performance of 
the cantata, Behold! 
God’s Holy Lamb, with 
the Adult Choir from the 
Solon Communi ty  
Church?  If you missed 

it or would like to see it again, you can 
order a copy on CD from the church.  The 
final cost will be determined by how many 
orders we receive.  You can either see 
Lea Bissell, or stop in the office and place 
your order.  Any questions, see Lea Bis-
sell. 

A request from the Kitchen - The silverware 
drawers in the kitchen have been cleaned out 
by Louise Jackson and Dorothy Bascombe.  
There were several sets of napkin wrapped 
utensils that had not been used.  Our friends, 
the mice, decided to used these napkins.  
Please do not leave wrapped silverware in the 
drawers.  There are containers for each uten-
sil.  Please put everything away when you are 
finished.  Thanks for your help in keeping the 
kitchen clean, neat and organized. 



Number of pots: ____ x $12.00 =    
 

In Memory Of:______________________________________________________________                                                                                                           

 
In Memory Of:______________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor Of:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presented By:________________________________________________________________ 

Please place this order form and your 
check made payable to the church into 
the offering plate or drop it off at the office 
by May 7th. Please note “Mother’s Day 
flowers” on your check. It would be appre-
ciated if you could order early so we can 
get some idea of how many to order. 

Mother’s Day 
 Flowers 

 

In memory of or honor of  
any special woman  

in your life! Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 
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Holy Week  Schedule of Events 
 

Palm Sunday Service will be held on 
Sunday, April 1st at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday Service will be held 
on Thursday, April 5th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Youth Group Prayer Vigil will be held 
on Friday, April 6th - 9:30 - 11:-30 a.m. 

 

Good Friday Service will be held here  
on Friday, April 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sonrise Service will be held   
on Sunday, April 8th at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Easter Sunday Service will be held  
on Sunday April 8th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Please be sure to pick up your  
Easter Lily after the service  

on Sunday, April 8th. 

The Softball 
Team will be 
hosting their 
annual Pancake 
Breakfast on 
Sunday April 
1st. Serving 

hours will be from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m., then after worship service until 
????.  There will be no Coffee Hour on 
that Sunday. Proceeds will go to pay 
for the softball team fees to play in 
the league.  Tickets 
will be available at 
the door.  Adults - 
$5.00; children 10 
and under - $3.00.  
Any questions, 
please see Roni 
Prentice or Gayle 
Davet. 
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Member News 
Happy Birthday to: 

 

Scott & Jeanette Hoyt 4/13/1985 
 

If we missed your anniversary, please contact 
the church office to update our records. 

Marge Roberts  

                04/03/07 

Judy Eisenberger   

                04/06/07 

           Mary Lou Sheller 

      04/07/07 

Wilfred Terrill    04/07/07 

Jonathan Murphy  04/08/07 

Fred Bissell   04/10/07 

Don Bissell   04/11/07 

Ariel Bissell   04/14/07 

Mike Muir   04/14/07 

Nicholas Latonia  04/15/07 

Emily Hoy   04/17/07 

Denise Link   04/18/07 

Ashley Bissell   04/22/07 

Nicole Clark   04/24/07 

Louisa Anderson  04/25/07 

Marianne Davet  04/26/07  

Allison Williams  04/26/07 

Jerry Corbett   04/27/07 

Gail Reihl   04/30/07 

Art Prentice   04/30/07 

Leona Parker sent a lovely letter via her 
daughter Mari Beth in Windsor, Ohio.  
She is doing fairly well and enjoys hearing 
from us and news of Twinsburg.  Leona is 
able to visit at her daughter’s home one 
or twice a week.  She enjoys loving atten-
tion from her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren who are active in school 
projects, sports, etc.  David and his family 
live in Toledo.  The twins are eleven years 
old now.  Jeff and his wife now live in 
Cape Coral, Florida.  She sends her best 
wishes to each of us.  We miss her but 
are glad that she is doing well. 
            Lucille Fiorelli 

Millie Frieling has returned to the Twinsburg 
area.  She had been staying with her daughter, 
Pam, while she was recovering.  She is still 
not able to drive, but is able to get out.  She 
would love to receive phone calls from her 
friends at the church.  Her numbers are 330-
425-2437 or cell 330-348-3707.  Welcome 
home, Millie! 

Dear Friends, 
For someone that hasn’t been a regular attend-
ing member lately, you sure showed your love 
and support to me as I mourned the loss of my 
dear mother, Betty Nagy.  My church friends 
were with me.  Thank you for all the cards, 
food, and the prayer shawls for my mother and 
myself.  The prayer shawl was the last gift I 
could give my mother.  When she understood 
who made the shawl, and that the women from 
the church prayed over it, she smiled at me and 
gripped it gently in her hands.  Thank you for 
you loving ministry.  It’s good to be back with 
you all.  
Love,   Betty Jo Nagy 
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Congregational Meeting Announcement 
 

A Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Twinsburg (The Church) is scheduled for 
April 29, 2007 following the Sunday Service to vote on the matter of selling the parsonage of 
the church.  The Trustees and Council of The Church are recommending the sale of the parson-
age and that the proceeds of the sale are placed in an endowment.  The interest gained from the 
endowment would be used to cover the housing allowance expense that is normal component 
of a Pastor’s compensation package.  
 

The parsonage has remained empty for the majority of the past 4 years.  For the short duration 
that the parsonage was rented during this time, numerous problems were encountered sur-
rounding rent collections and restoring the parsonage because of tenant damage.  Additionally, 
through the research of the Trustees, The Church has learned that in metropolitan areas, con-
temporary Pastors would prefer a housing allowance instead of the use of a parsonage.   Like 
the rest of us, many Pastors would prefer to buy a home and build equity.  
 

The solution of selling the parsonage and creating an endowment addresses several important 
issues: 
 

• Removing the cost of taxes, utility bills, maintenance and repairs.  These costs are on-
going even when the parsonage is empty. 

• Aligning The Church compensation plan more closely to what is desired by Pastoral 
candidates. 

• By creating an endowment and using only the interest to pay for the housing allowance 
expense of a Pastor’s compensation, the Trustee’s and Council believe that The Church 
will be honoring the wishes of past members of The Church that gave their time, money 
and resources to obtain the parsonage.  

 

This is a matter that needs to be voted on by the congregation and Council wants to provide as 
much information as possible so that the congregation can make an informed decision.  A vote 
will be held at the Congregational meeting to decide on this matter.   In the meantime, if you 
have questions, please see a member of Council, an Officer of The Church, or myself.  Addi-
tionally, the next Council meeting is on April 18, 2007 at 7:30 pm.  As always, this is an open 
meeting and all members of The Church are invited to attend.  
 

Please prayerfully consider this important matter before us. 
 

In Christ 
 
Joel S. Pietrantozzi 
Moderator 
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                April 1, 2007 
                     Melissa Schilling   
                          Tara Schilling 
    

 
    April 8, 2007                      April 15, 2007        
Mark Holzwarth       Gordon Weiss 
 Gwen Richner         Vivian Weiss 
 

  April 22, 2007                  April 29, 2007  
  Justin Doe       Doug Verbic  
   Jared Doe        Jared Verbic 

April 
Schedule 

The families of the names in  
bold have Acolyte Coordinator Duty  

and should light the sticks  
and assist the acolytes.   

Please see the instruction sheet  
posted on the wall next to the sticks. 

 If you are unable to serve on  
your assigned week,  

please find a replacement and  
notify the church office of the change.   

Thank you! 

April Servers 
Carol Zenisek 
Rick Sheehan 
Mike Muir 
Will Adams 
Andrea Bissell  
Kenny Prentice - Bread 
Dan Richner - Greeters 
Judy Turk - Lay Readers 
 

Communion will be   

Sunday, April 1st this month 
Those attending church who wish to receive   

communion need to be present in the sanctuary. 

Scrap Booking Friday  
April 20, 2007 

6:00 p.m.—midnight 
 in the Fellowship Hall 

                         Sunday School       Worship Service 
Mar. 4th   57          89 
Mar. 11th  57       95 
Mar. 18th             None      158 
Mar. 25th   35        72       

       

WANTED - Lay Readers - Every Sunday 
the Deacons are responsible for having a lay 
reader in the pulpit to help the Pastor during 
the service.  We are trying to get more people 
in front of the congregation.  Anyone inter-
ested in participating, please see a member of 
Diaconate so that you can get on the sched-
ule.  All ages are welcome.  There is no 
pressure, we would just like to get more 
people involved in the worship service. 

Wanted! - We need volunteers to run the 
sound board for the new sound system.  The 
new camera has been installed and can also be 
run from the sound board.  Anyone interested, 
please see Bob Hewett or let the office know.  
It is not difficult, and this ensure that every-
one has a much nicer experience during the 
worship service.  
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July 7th will be the Church Night for the Akron Aeros game.  There will be fireworks after 
the game.  Ticket prices will include the fireworks.  More information will be coming in the 
next Towers.  Mark this date on your calendar!!! 

The Gifts of the Spirit 
 

ROMANS 12  3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to 
his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let 
him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is 
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  
 

The Apostle Paul calls for a lifestyle characterized by self-sacrificial service. This service must 
first and foremost be to God, expressed through service to others. Paul teaches that the watch-
word of our text could be “inter-dependency.” Spiritual gifts are God’s means for sustaining 
His body, the church. Spiritual gifts mean that I am both weak and strong. I am strong in the 
area of my gift; I am weak in the areas where others have been gifted. Thus, I must minister to 
the body of Christ and others out of my strength, and I am dependent upon the ministry of the 
rest of the body in my areas of weakness. 
 

As I write this letter, I am humbled by the privilege of serving with so many gifted servants of 
the Lord in our church.  As a church, we are blessed with the fruit borne of so many willing 
and selfless servants of the body of Christ.  The Cantata, the new sound system that is being 
installed on volunteer labor, the recent fellowship dinners and luncheons, the visitations to the 
sick and shut-in by the Pastor, the bills that get paid on a timely basis, and the tireless work of 
all of the committees that faithfully attend to the spiritual and operational needs of the church 
are God’s blessing upon our church and to each other.  
 

Please join me in prayerfully thanking God for the guidance and gifts of the Holy Spirit that 
have been bestowed upon each of us.  Our service to God and to each other is a response to the 
unmerited grace that God has shown us through His son, Jesus Christ.   
 

Let us remember to recognize and thank all of those serving in our church.  Let us not fall into 
the trap of taking our service to God and to each other for granted.  Reach out to someone this 
month and let them know how much you appreciate them.  I appreciate all of you.  
 

In Christ,                      
 Joel S. Pietrantozzi 
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Dated Material— 

Please Rush! 
 

 

Articles for the Tower may be e-
mailed directly to the church at firstcongre-
gational.church@windstream.net. Hard cop-
ies, CD’s, or diskettes may be dropped off at 
the office.  
 

Tower deadlines are posted on the monthly 
calendar and in the Sunday worship bulletin. 
For questions, or to be added to or taken 
off the mailing list, please send an e-mail or 
call the church office  at 330-425-2181.  

T o w e r  S u b m i s s i o n s 

Come worship with us  
and bring a friend! 

Sunday School  9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 1p.m. 

A Publication of the First Congregational Church of Twinsburg 
United Church of Christ 
9050 Church Street 
Twinsburg, OH  44087 

Church: 330-425-2181 
fax: 330-425-1759   
e-mail: firstcongregational.church@windstream.net  

We’re on the web! 
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